
This is Us 
Week 7- Hospitality  
1 Cor 12:12-13 

Opening Idea: 
 
We are continuing our series This is Us. A look at the values that make us Christian.  
So far we have examined: 

1. Biblical Teaching 
2. Sacrificial Worship 
3. Generous Living 
4. Intentional Discipleship 
5. Outward Focus 

 
Hospitality: 
We believe that hospitality is the primary evidence of God’s Spirit. 
 
What is hospitality?  
(Show the Hospitality Demotivation Picture) 
That’s it. Most of us think of it as fake nice.  
 
I remember being a kid and being in trouble. My mom could answer the phone after laying into us and 
turn on the super nice in an instant. 
 
Is that being hospitable?  
 
Or what about this?  

If you didn’t know, at times I can have a bit of a bold personality. I am not always proud of that. Years 
ago when I was working in a gym as a personal trainer I would get into spiritual debates with an older 
gentleman. Honestly, I liked it. However, it produced no real fruit. I didn’t convert anyone. After one 
evening with a really heated debate I felt bad and shifted tactics. I needed to be more hospitable. So 
worked really hard to just accommodate others and just listen. New people to the gym may not have 
even known I was studying for the ministry. I only worked there a few more months after this shift in my 
spirit. Looking back I can say without reservation I think I was equally ineffective by just being nice and 
silent. I worked so hard in those few years to help grow the kingdom and honestly produced very little 
fruit. The reason? I went from using the gospel like a sledge hammer and offending people to not using 
the gospel at all for the sake of being liked. I went from no tolerance for bad ideas to tolerating them all 
in the name of hospitality.   

 
So what is hospitality?  
It is not merely being nice. It is not just relaxing with people. It is not merely tolerating people 
under a mask of fake smiles.  
 



C.K. Chesterton says, "Modern toleration is really a tyranny… It is a tyranny because it is a 
silence. To say that I must not deny my opponent's faith is to say I must not discuss it."   
 
John Milton says, "For, while liberalism could offer protection against common evils, it would 
have an increasing difficulty defining common goods."  
 
In our modern world we are chained to bad ideas by the shackles of tolerance. Society believes 
to openly discuss someone’s beliefs is to be intolerant. Christian hospitality is not silence. 
Hospitality is speaking truth by making time to demonstrate the love of Christ in word and 
deed. Christian hospitality is not only being neighborly, it is showing and explaining the glorious 
love of Christ in love.  
 
That’s the external Christian hospitality. I want to spend most of our time on internal 
hospitality. Why? Because it feeds the other.  

1 Corinthians 12:12-20 
12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though 
many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one 
body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to drink of one Spirit.  
14 For the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15 If the foot should say, 
“Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part 
of the body. 16 And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the 
body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, 
where would be the sense of hearing? If the whole body were an ear, where would be the 
sense of smell? 18 But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he 
chose. 19 If all were a single member, where would the body be? 20 As it is, there are many 
parts, yet one body.  
 

• The first level of hospitality I want to discuss is the Body of Christ.  
1. Here Paul is addressing a divided Church. He is calling for unity in diversity of 

spiritual preferences and gifts. 
 

• Even in our modern world when we are around Christians that annoy us we have a 
tendency to respond in two ways:  

1. Attend churches with people that look and act just like us.  
▪ One of the accidental by-products of the reformation was the permission 

it gave to Christians to abandon each other to be with people who want 
to worship just like them.  We now have “new” churches all the time that 
are really just church splits. Don’t hear me wrong. There are times when 
reformation is needed but fracturing the body should not be so quickly 
embraced.  

2. We don’t want to be with others at all.  



▪ We use modern technology to separate ourselves completely from the 
body of Christ. You need to be with other believers. Especially because 
they can be annoying.  

▪ We need you to be present in church. For the sake of others and for your 
own sake.  

 

• Turn to your neighbor and say God designed us to need each other.  
 

• The people who are over thinkers need to be held accountable by the ones who just 
want to go be the hands and feet of Jesus. The ones who love the emotive expressions 
of faith need the annoying over thinkers to hold them accountable to right theology. 
The people who are emotive and the ones who are highly tactical in their faith also need 
to put pressure on the over thinkers. We all need each other! We annoy each other and 
that’s good! 

 

• (Read this) Paul implies that we are all different. We need to make space for others. The 
word hospitable does not mean doing away with your preferences. It means making 
space for others.   
 

• How do you live a hospitable life?  
o See all people as created in the image of God. Pray God warms your heart 

towards others. See them as valuable. See them loved by God.  
o Make the time to be with both believers and non-believers. The time you spend 

together isn’t complete without understanding their beliefs and ideas and 
demonstrating by your life actions your beliefs and ideas in love. Love is the 
binding agent. (The famous love chapter is right after this. 1 Cor. 13)  
 

• How is hospitality under attack by the enemy?  
o By a misunderstanding of tolerance. Hospitality is not silence, seclusion or 

homogeneous. It is engaging others in love.  
o Busyness. If Satan can’t steal your heart, he will steal your time. You will have no 

time to engage your neighbors or your church family. We are called to make 
time for both.  

 

Next Steps Card: 
Let the Holy Spirit speak to you.  

• What prevents you from being hospitable?  

• Who is God calling you to be hospitable to?  

Resources: 
• The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016) 

• ESV Study Bible 



• The Bible Project 
• Timothy Keller article; Do Christians fit into a two party system?  

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/09/29/opinion/sunday/christians-politics-belief.html 
(Last accessed Thursday October 4th, 2018)  

• Wood, R. C. (2009). Hospitality as the Gift Greater than Tolerance: G. K. 
Chesterton’s The Ball and the Cross. Logos: A Journal of Catholic Thought and 
Culture 12(4), 158-185. Logos: A Journal of Catholic Thought and Culture. Retrieved 
October 11, 2018, from Project MUSE database. 
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