
This is Us 
Week 6- Outward Focus 
2 Corinthians 5:17-20 
Accompanying text Isaiah 6:8 

Opening Idea: 
Should we stand for our troops or kneel for those who are oppressed? Do you vote for the 
candidates that stand against abortion or do you vote to protect the rights of women? It feels 
like culture has brought us to a place where we can’t speak up without feeling divided as 
Christians. We are forced to choose the “lesser” of two evils. How do we live an outward 
Christian life in the midst of this?  
 
Even as a pastor I feel really divided. Some want me to speak up for the soldiers. Some want me 
to do the same for the oppressed minorities. Some want me to support anyone that would end 
abortion no matter what. Some want me to lend a kind ear towards women who have been 
abused or have no rights. I am for minorities. I am for our troops. I want to stand with women 
who have been mistreated. I do fully want to end abortion. What do I do? How do I live an 
outward faith in this political climate?  
 
We will come back to this.  
 
We are continuing our series This is Us. A look at the values that make us Christian.  
So far we have examined: 

1. Biblical Teaching 
2. Sacrificial Worship 
3. Generous Living 
4. Intentional Discipleship 
5. Outward Focus 

 
Outward Focus: 
We believe God calls us out of selfish living into outward focus. 
 
So, how do we do this in our cultural context?  

2 Corinthians 5:17-20 
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new 
has come. 18 All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the 
ministry of reconciliation; 19 that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not 
counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 
20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore 
you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.   
 



Context:  
Paul is writing this letter, 2 Corinthians, as a follow up to an earlier letter and a visit that was 
difficult. The church was divided in some ways and outright sinful in others. After holding them 
accountable this letter works as a type of encouragement to keep going. (1:3-4) The big 
question is why did they reject Paul and his message in the first place? It was because he was 
poor, did hard manual labor, and wasn’t that impressive of a speaker. When more successful 
and well-off people came along offering their version of Christianity they liked it better, though 
it led them to really worship prosperity and pleasure instead of Christ. In chapters 4-7, where 
we are, we see the primary objective offered to His followers is to live outwardly and inwardly 
the message of Jesus. The message of the cross. Total self-giving love.  Agape love. (The Bible 
Project, Overview of 2nd Corinthians)  
 
How do we live our faith outwards? 
 

• As followers of Jesus you should be made new (vs. 17), made into people that value the 
expression of Christ’s love more than the loves of this world.  

o “2 Corinthians 5:17 (ESVSB): The redemption of a people who now live for Christ 
by living for others.” -ESV Crossways Study Bible  
 

• We are to work as ambassadors of reconciliation (vs. 18, 20), to be living relational agents 
between people and God. In other words, personally help people who don’t know God 
understand Him better.  
 

• We are personal and relational bridges, negotiators, and living examples of Jesus to the 
world. 
 

o The world tends to only see justice. Punishment for those that have done wrong to 
us. In Christianity we trade punitive revenge for reconciliation. Just like Jesus did 
for us. We are to show people this forgiveness and explain it to them.  

 
Back to the opening question: 
 
Should we stand for our troops or kneel for those who are oppressed? Do you vote for the 
candidates that stand against abortion or do you vote to protect the rights of women? It feels 
like culture has brought us to a place where we can’t speak up without feeling divided as 
Christians. We are forced to choose the “lesser” of two evils. How do we live an outward 
Christian life in the midst of this?  
 
Even as a pastor I feel really divided. Some want me to speak up for the soldiers. Some want me 
to do the same for the oppressed minorities. Some want me to support anyone that would end 
abortion no matter what. Some want me to lend a kind ear towards women who have been 
abused or have no rights. I am for minorities. I am for our troops. I want to stand with women 
who have been mistreated. I do fully want to end abortion. What do I do? How do I live an 
outward faith in this political climate?  



 
What is our response?  
Engage individual people. Think personal instead of just public. Christianity wasn’t constructed 
to be a top down political religion but a grassroots personal movement. Are you personally 
meeting the needs of and representing Jesus to the people you claim to care about?  
 
For example: 

• If you are wanting to help abused women, help one personally. Get to know one and 
meet her needs.  

• If you are wanting to help minorities, go help one personally. Get to know them and 
help meet their needs.  

• If you are wanting to help soldiers, go do it!  
 
The real power of Christianity has always been in a personal, loving touch.  
 
Please hear me.  
I’m not saying you shouldn’t vote. That’s fine. Vote against abortion. Vote for women’s rights. 
Just remember what we learn from Christ and Christian history – real heart change isn’t in a 
voting booth but in personal loving relationships. Real change always begins in the heart.  

Next Steps Card: 
Isaiah 6:8 (ESV): And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go 
for us?” Then I said, “Here I am! Send me.” 
 
I want you to take out your next steps cards. I am not asking today if you think it’s better to 
kneel or stand at a football game. I am not asking today if we should slow down the Supreme 
Court process to make sure justice is done to women or speed it up to help possibly address 
abortion. I am asking you to listen to the Apostle Paul.  
Who is the Holy Spirit placing on your heart that needs you to be an ambassador for Him?  

• Write out a name or place. 

• Now I want you to write below it, “Here I am, send me.”  

Resources: 
• The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016) 

• ESV Study Bible 

• The Bible Project, Overview of 2nd Corinthians.  
• Timothy Keller article; Do Christians fit into a two party system?  

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/09/29/opinion/sunday/christians-politics-belief.html 
(Last accessed Thursday October 4th, 2018)  

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/09/29/opinion/sunday/christians-politics-belief.html
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