
This is Us 
Week 5- Intentional Discipleship 
Matthew 6:19-24 
Accompanying text Luke 12:32-34 

Announcements: 
• ReAlign Discipleship 

• Discipleship Conference 

• Love the people 

Opening Idea: 
My kids are so awesome. I love being a dad. I actually like it more than I thought I would. They 
often help me see things I wouldn’t have seen without them. The other day Nate and I were on 
the way to his football practice. We had an incredible conversation about what it takes to be a 
pastor. I realized he had a few misconceptions. I also realized some of them were my fault! The 
big thing we talked about was this. Do you have to be really smart to be a pastor? That’s an 
interesting question. Intelligence isn’t a bad thing to have, but it isn’t required. In fact, it 
appears that God likes to pick people who are quite average, or below average, to do great 
things. You just have to be humble, teachable, and never quit.  
After this conversation it hit me. I need to pause and make some really clear statements as it 
pertains to discipleship.  
 
I want to propose two ideas: 

• Church isn’t only about your salvation.  

• The future of the church is in the hands of regular people.  
 
I want to address two lies we have believed: 

• You must be seminary educated to disciple people.  

• Your inadequacies and failures prevent you from being in a discipleship relationship.   
 

Value: 
Intentional Discipleship: 
We believe that God transforms us in intentional discipleship relationships. 

1 Peter 1:13-16 
13 Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being sober-minded, set your hope fully on 
the grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 14 As obedient children, 
do not be conformed to the passions of your former ignorance, 15 but as he who called you is 
holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 16 since it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am 
holy.” 



 
Context:  
Why is this text so powerful?  
This book is full of strong commands. At times it feels like the book is aimed at a very special group of 
people.  The Jedi Christians. It isn't. This book is aimed at regular people. Regular people can do great 
things for the kingdom and transform the loves of others.  

I love the way Dr. Schreiner puts it.  

Another way of putting this is to say that the indicative (what God has done for us in Christ) is always the 
basis of the imperative (how we should live our lives). To confuse the order here would be disastrous, and 
the result would be works righteousness instead of seeing holiness as the result of God’s grace and 
power, as a response to the love of God in Christ. 
 
Why is this such a big deal? We get the “do” (imperative) and “be” (indicative) backwards in our brains. 
We think we have to do something to be worthy. Our worth is in the work of Christ and out of that we 
can do amazing things. For example, Paul says, “you are” and out of that “you should do.”  
 
Think of Christianity less like a college degree and more like a family.  
You are not qualified for a job, so you go to college and if you do it alright you get a degree. Then you 
can go do the job. Christianity is like a family. My kids were all born doing nothing but crying and leaking 
out of every opening in their body. They couldn’t even talk, I just got drool. Yet, because they are Colaws 
they are expected to do things. When you are born into the kingdom of God it is out of who you are that 
you act rightly.  
 
Let’s look at Peter and the recipients of the Scripture we read above.  
 

Peter: 

• Peter was a regular person. He wasn’t a brilliant religious leader. He was a hard working 
"blue collar" (or naked in their day) fisherman. 

• Yet, Peter was one of the inner 3 with Jesus. What qualified him? It wasn't his education 
or being elite. It was his relationship with Christ.  

 
The Christians he is writing to: 

• Peter in turn writes this letter to regular Gentile people. Yet, he calls them "chosen," the 
same language used to describe the Hebrew people of old. Out of their relationship with 
God they are called to participate in the work of God.  

 
Let’s go back to our scripture: 
1 Peter 1:13-16 
13 Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being sober-minded, set your hope fully on 
the grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 14 As obedient children, 
do not be conformed to the passions of your former ignorance, 15 but as he who called you is 
holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 16 since it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am 
holy.” 
 



I want to go back to my opening thoughts: 

• Church isn’t only about your salvation.  

• The future of the church is in the hands of regular people.  
 

Final Thoughts: 
It is the grace of God that empowers you to be a disciple maker, not your intelligence or wealth.  
What do I mean by grace? 
Most people think of grace like a safety net. It’s a safety system by God that will catch us when 
we trip up. That’s not necessarily wrong but it is very incomplete.  
Think of Grace more like a gift.  
Grace doesn’t say you’re okay in spite of your sin. It says in the name of Jesus you can conquer 
it!  Grace is an empowering agent rather than a safety net. 
 
Illustration: This last week I had the awesome opportunity to go to a conference. While there I 
had a conversation with a few professors from Asbury Theological seminary. During the 
conversation one of them (I can't remember his name) was sharing his research on why the 
Methodist movement came to a screeching halt after being one of the fastest growing 
movements in history. His first response? Requiring seminary for pastoral roles. The intent was 
good. Educate! The accidental byproduct was unqualifying an army of passionate Christians. He 
said he even found letters where traveling evangelists were frustrated because their lack of 
seminary education prevented them from leading revivals in churches anymore. Think of it, 
those who God gifted, we silenced. 
 
By the grace of God you are not just being discipled, you are able to be a powerful disciple 
maker.  Step into it.  
The future of the church is in the hands of the laity. 
 

Next Steps Card: 
Last time: 

• Church isn’t only about your salvation.  

• The future of the church is in the hands of regular people.  
 
So Pastor Mike, what am I empowered and called to do as a Christian?  
Matthew 28:18-20  
And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And 
behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 
 
How do I do it? Join a discipleship group and we will show you how.  
Today commit to join a discipleship group or commit to make the one you are in a priority.  



Here is why most of you won’t do it.  
• Some of you feel like your past sins prevent you. Humbly walk in the grace of God and in 

the community of believers.  
• Some of you feel like you aren’t intelligent enough. Humbly walk in the grace of God and 

in the community of other believers.  
• Some of you feel like you don’t have anything to offer. Humbly walk in the grace of God 

and in the community of other believers.  
• Some of you can’t find the time to do the main thing Jesus asked his followers to do. 

That’s between you and God.  
 

Resources: 
• The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016) 

• Schreiner, T. R. (2003). 1, 2 Peter, Jude (Vol. 37, p. 77). Nashville: Broadman & Holman 

• Publishers.Blomberg, C. (1992). Matthew (Vol. 22, p. 122). Nashville: Broadman & 
Holman Publishers. 

• The Bible Project, 1 Peter 

• Strong, J. (1995). Enhanced Strong’s Lexicon. Woodside Bible Fellowship. 

• Interview at the New Room Conference September 20th 2018 with Winfield Bevins 

https://ref.ly/logosres/strongs?ref=GreekGK.GGK5921&off=428&ctx=indness%2c+favour.+2a+~of+the+merciful+kind
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