
This is Us 
Week 4- Generous Living 
Matthew 6:19-24 
Accompanying text Luke 12:32-34 

Opening Idea: 
 
I care about a company called Chesapeake Energy. They are a petroleum and natural gas 
exploration company in Oklahoma City. They, um, don't always have a great track record. I 
doubt their leadership and direction at times. Why do I care about this company? Simple, I 
invest in it.  
 
I want to propose an Idea: 
We have this assumption that our time, talent, and treasure follow our heart. Yet, the opposite 
is also true. The things we invest our time, talent, and treasure in we will begin to care about 
more and more.  
 
You can shape what you love by choosing what you invest your time, talent, and treasure in.  
 
Remember: 
Christian discipleship is first and foremost about forming what you love. It is not primarily an 
intellectual endeavor, but a shaping of your heart. If you were to ask me a way to measure 
success in discipleship I would simply ask questions about how your affections have changed.  
 
As we walk into the values of the church I would simply say this:  
Our values are the rubric set in place to shape what we love. Today we will look at our third 
value, the third shaping agent for the heart. Generous Living. 

Value: 
Generous Living: 
We believe that generous living forms us to be more like Christ. 

Matthew 6:19-24 
Lay Up Treasures in Heaven 
19 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where 
thieves break in and steal, 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth 
nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also.  
22 “The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is healthy, your whole body will be full of 
light, 23 but if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light in you is 
darkness, how great is the darkness!  



24 “No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will 
be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.  
 
Context:  
Chapters 1-3 connect Jesus to the Old Testament and set Him apart as the fulfilment of 
scripture. He is Immanuel, God with us. These defenses of Christ set him up to be the new 
official teacher of God to man, the new Moses. Chapters 4-7 are the new teachings that 
announce God's kingdom. This has often been referred to as the upside down kingdom of Christ 
because the priorities and values he offered stood in such stark contrast to the values people 
usually live by. 
 
What is happening historically? 

• Jesus teaches his followers not to accumulate possessions they do not use for his work. 
Wealth in the ancient world, as often still today, regularly consisted of precious metals 
and cloth. Owners thus worried about attacks of moth, rust and theft.  
 

• Wealth in the ancient world worked very much like it does today. It was used to buy 
things that defined one’s value or status. We have moved from robes, sandals, and 
chariots to designer clothes, shoes, and cars, but the concept is identical today.  

 

• The people in Jesus day were immersed in a culture that was discipling them to value 
things that aren’t eternally valuable. They had given their hearts to these things and 
weren’t even fully aware of it. Moreover, the more they give of themselves to these 
temporary worldly things the more they cared for and loved them.  
 

• "We need to become aware of the whole person. We need to recognize the power and 
significance of the preintellectual aspects of who we are. We need to become aware of the 
importance of the adaptive unconscious that governs our action. We will then see cultural 
practices as liturgies—and hopefully wake up to their (de)formative power. That means 
looking again at all sorts of supposedly neutral and benign cultural institutions and 
rituals—things that we do—and seeing their formative, even liturgical power—their 
capacity to do something to us. Seeing the world and our culture in this way requires a 
kind of wake-up call, a strategy for jolting us out of our humdrum familiarity and comfort 
with these institutions in order to see them for what they are." 
-James Smith, You Are What You Love 
 

• Jesus isn’t just teaching that we should invest ourselves in that which is eternally valuable. 
He is saying that what you choose to invest in is shaping what you value and ultimately 
love. Jesus is teaching us how to shape our hearts.  

 
What does this mean for us today?  
Let’s take a close look at Matthew 6:20-23 as we reflect on this question.  
Matthew 6:20 “but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 
destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your 



heart will be also. 22 The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is healthy, your whole 
body will be full of light, 23 but if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If 
then the light in you is darkness, how great is the darkness!” 
 

• We hate to admit it but what we listen to, watch on tv, choose to spend our money on 
and choose to keep our money from shapes us.  

 

• Just as we justify the spending of money we justify the keeping of money from certain 
things. When you make these decisions your heart grows that direction.  

o Think of the poor person on the side of the road. If you decide not to give to 
them your heart will work to find reasons to support that decision, even 
emotionally.  
 

• Every place in which you choose to invest your time, talent, and treasure your heart 
grows towards that place. Jesus is not just revealing to us what we should care about 
but how to shape our hearts to care appropriately.  The person who says, “I want to 
care more for the mission of God or I want to care more about those in poverty, but I 
don’t feel called to it,” is looking at the intent of the text backwards. You give to it to 
increase your care about it.  

 
Now let’s look at verse 24 
24 “No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will 
be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.”  
 

• Notice the strong language. The concept here is tied into a historical concept of a bond-
servant or self inflicted slavery. It is a decision to always act in the benefit of the person 
you commit your life to.  

 

• Here is the primary thought. Your heart will be shaped by your life priorities and actions. 
Commit to act (time, talent, and treasure) to the benefit of Christ and your heart will 
begin to be shaped rightly.  

 

• How can I measure what I am actually serving? 
o Your future hope determines your current animation.  

▪ What excites you? What should excite you? Choose to invest in what 
should excite you. 

Next Steps Card: 
Question to reflect on. 
How is your spending shaping your heart? 
Personally, I know I am off! I want to share a poem with you all I wrote a few weeks ago while 
in study. I know I shared it with a few of you already. It just so clearly states how I see where my 
heart is off too.  



 
I desire things that will not last.  
My heart bends towards what will pass.  
Oh how foolish it is of me  
to give myself towards what will flee.  
I was made to pursue what cannot fade.  
I was made to partake in eternal play.  
It is most wise as I set my hands  
to invest in what continues to eternal lands.  
 
If you know your heart has also been shaped to love what is wasting away, in part because of 
what you are investing in, I want you to write on your card: 
Father, I confess I have I have given of my resources in a way that shape my heart to love this 
world more than you. 
If you know you need to have your heart desires changed, listen closely.  

• Revival is a byproduct of confession.  
o Being honest before God breaks the chains of the enemy.  

• Awareness isn’t enough.  
o Next Steps cards are about awareness. You still have to act. 

• You can’t do it alone.  
o We live in an individualistic society. It is a false assumption that you can do 

spirituality alone. God works in community. Share what God is doing in your 
heart in your discipleship group or small group.  

Resources: 
• The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016) 

• Blomberg, C. (1992). Matthew (Vol. 22, p. 122). Nashville: Broadman & Holman 
Publishers. 

• The Bible Project, Matthew Part 1  

• James Smith, You Are What you Love 
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