
This is Us 
Week 2- Biblical Teaching 
2 Peter 1:16-21 

Opening Idea: 
The other day my wife and two-year-old daughter came up to the office to visit me. During their 
stay I stepped into the restroom.  She followed me and started knocking on the door and tried 
to open it, yelling, “I come in Daddy!” It was a little awkward and funny. Here is the truth, she is 
being discipled to use the toilet. She tries to barge into the restroom when anyone in our house 
is going to the bathroom and mirror their actions. She equally wants us to come and watch her.  
She is being discipled. She is learning to value and act in a certain way.   
 
All of us are being discipled. From the most tattooed, mohawk haircut, never conform 
individual, to the clean-shaven business suit wearing bureaucrat. From a military special forces 
agent to the basement dwelling, video game playing young adult that still lives at home with his 
parents. From Giorgio Armani to Hot Topic. You are being discipled by the people around you to 
live and love certain things.   
 
Christian discipleship is first and foremost about forming what you love. It is not primarily an 
intellectual endeavor but a shaping of your heart. If you were to ask me a way to measure 
success in discipleship I would simply ask questions about how your affections have changed.  
 
As we walk into the values of the church I would simply say this:  
Our values are the rubric set in place to shape what you love.  
 
Today we will look at our first value, Biblical Teaching.  

Value: 
Biblical Teaching: 
We believe the Bible is a living book that leads us to fullest life. 

2 Peter 1:16-21 
16 For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power and 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17 For when he 
received honor and glory from God the Father, and the voice was borne to him by the Majestic 
Glory, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased,” 18 we ourselves heard this very 
voice borne from heaven, for we were with him on the holy mountain. 19 And we have the 
prophetic word more fully confirmed, to which you will do well to pay attention as to a lamp 
shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts, 
20 knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone’s own 
interpretation. 21 For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from 
God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.  



 
The Historical Problem: 

• Early tradition teaches that Peter was executed by the Romans under Nero. When this 
letter was written by him he was aware of his impending execution and wanted to offer 
a farewell speech to the churches in Asia minor. He is addressing how the churches have 
drifted because of distorted theology and corrupt lifestyles.  

 

• Think of it. All through the New Testament churches drift.  
 

• They drift in theology. They drift in morality. They drift in mission. Every drift is the 
result of misaligned affections.  

 

• The people in the church begin to obsess over physical pleasures until they make space 
theologically to include their new love.  

• The people in the church begin to obsess over having material things until they make 
space theologically to not be generous.  

• The people in the church begin to obsess over social acceptance until they make space 
theologically to walk away from the mission to make disciples.  

• The people in the church begin to obsess over social acceptance until they make room 
for aspects of other religions.  

 

• We find in the New Testament many early believers who wanted to be saved without 
actually changing. They want their state before God changed without actually changing 
the state of their heart.  
 

The Modern Problem: 

• We arrogantly think that we haven’t drifted too.  
o 2 Timothy 4:3 

For the time will come when people will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, 
to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of 
teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear.  
 

• Here is how we drift from the Truth in our modern world. We are consumers. Instead of 
going to church wanting to be changed, we keep changing churches looking for 
someone to teach a version of God that we like.  Just like the early church the center of 
our spirituality is…us.  

 
 
How do you combat this?  

• Let’s go back to the words from a man on death row for his faith in Christ.  

• Return to the teachings of Jesus and the eye witness accounts on how He lived. Literally 
we return to what we now call the Bible.  



o Everyone wants an Acts 2 church. What did they do in Acts 2? They devoted 
themselves to the Apostles teaching, breaking of bread, and prayer. Literally 
submission before God in community.  

Final Thoughts: 
We believe the Bible is a living book that leads us to fullest life. 
 
This begs a few questions. 

1. How should I approach the Bible?  
This week I had lunch with a good friend of mine named Yamil.  He is a pastor who is 
also pursuing a PhD in theology. I asked him this question. He said something like this.  
We see the Bible too pragmatic. The Bible for many of us is like a magic lamp. If we can 
use it right we will get what we want. That’s not how we should approach the Bible. It is 
more like communion. A relationship. Over a lifetime we should have thousands of 
encounters with God through His Word. It will show us how to see and understand the 
world, ourselves, and even God himself the more we spend time in it. Every story 
teaches us about the human condition, the nature of God and how deeply He desires to 
save us.  
 
Spending time in the Bible with a right heart is like spending time with a mentor. As you 
spend time together it will shape what you love and how love is rightly applied.  

 
2. How should I get started?  

Join a discipleship group: Be held accountable to personally be in the Word regularly.  
Attend Church: In community you learn to understand it better.  

Next Steps Cards: 
Two things to think about.  

1. Do you need to commit to be in the Bible?  
2. Any other prayer requests.  

Resources: 
• The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016) 

• The Bible Project  

• You Are what You Love, James Smith 

• ESV Study Bible 

• FaithLife Study Bible 

• Yamil Acevedo interview; Lunch on September 5, 2018 
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