
The Love Covenant 
Week 7 – ALCC – Sermon and Opening Statements by the Pastor 
 

Big Idea: 
1 Corinthians 13:13  

So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love. 

 

• C.S. Lewis believes that the final word in 1 Corinthians 13 “Agape” should be translated 

“charity” because we have so lost our understanding of real love in our modern language. 

 

• In our modern use of the word "love" we think of affection for something. Lewis believes 

the word "agape" is more charitable than mere affection.  

 

• So these three remain, (pistis) {pee-stees} faith, (elpis) {el-pees} hope, and (agape) {ah-

gah-pa} charity. Yet, (agape) charity is the greatest of these. 

 

• Agape: Godly charity/love is acting to the benefit of something or someone independent 

of their ability or willingness to reciprocate.  Doing the right thing independent of how I 

feel or how they feel. 

 

• God is charitable and relational love and He wants this for you.   

 

Let’s look at charity in the church.  
Before we jump in let’s look at the Biblical definition of Church.  

 

What is the Church? 

• Ekklesia: The called out ones.  

We are a people called out by Christ for the purpose of sharing the good news and living 

out the charitable love of Jesus to the world.   

• The good news of Christ isn’t only about escaping this world but taking the good news 

of Jesus into the world. Yes, we do go to heaven, but we are called to bring the attributes 

of heaven into the planet while we are here.  We are Ekklesia.  

Scripture: 
Ephesians 4:1–16 

4 I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to 

which you have been called, 2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one 

another in love, 3 eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4 There is one 

body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the one hope that belongs to your call— 5 one 

Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in 

all. 7 But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ’s gift. 

8 Therefore it says, “When he ascended on high he led a host of captives, and he gave gifts to 

men.”  



9 (In saying, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also descended into the lower 

regions, the earth? 10 He who descended is the one who also ascended far above all the heavens, 

that he might fill all things.) 11 And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the 

shepherds and teachers, 12 to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body 

of Christ, 13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, 

to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, 14 so that we may no 

longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, 

by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. 15 Rather, speaking the truth in love, we 

are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 16 from whom the whole 

body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is 

working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love. 

Problem in the Text: 
• Paul is a “prisoner” (desmios), literally bound to these people. It isn’t always pleasure but 

purpose that keeps the church unified. Why does he open with such strong language?  

o δέσμιος desmios; from 1210; binding, bound:—prisoner(12), prisoners(4). (New 

American Standard Hebrew-Aramaic and Greek dictionary, 1998)  

 

• The abundant diversity in the early church caused two things to happen.  

o It set the gospel of Jesus up to be brought to the world.  

o It created countless little places of relational frustration.  

 

• I believe one of the greatest tactics of the enemy is to do nothing more than annoy. 

o We are annoyed with what someone wore to church, type of music sung, 

generational differences, cultural differences, other personality types and how 

they express their love of God, we are even annoyed with people who are sinful 

and fallen. The very people we are also called to love.   

 

• All human frustration is our will thwarted.  

o The natural bent of humanity is to separate from what frustrates. They were 

giving into the pull to divide. Unwilling to embrace a mutual voluntary 

submission. The natural tendency of humans is to separate when frustrated. The 

idea here is that us submitted to the Holy Spirit creates a new pull. A pull for 

unity. 

How does the Bible answer this? 
• Ephesians 4:1b-3 

walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been called, 2 with all humility 

and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, 3 eager to maintain the 

unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.  

 

• Imagine walking into an environment where people live out humility, gentleness, 

patience, and visible and tangible charity towards each other and the world. It’s very 

attractive.  

 

Why should we fight for unity?  



• When we commit to each other before God there is a powerful synergy that takes place. 

• When we commit to each other before God we become much stronger spiritually.  

o We also think of being complete as an individual, becoming a spiritual 

“superman” of sorts. Someone who learns to master all things. This is not what 

the Bible teaches. The Bible teachers that wholeness is in community rightly 

holding each other accountable. (1 Corinthians 12:12-31) 

 

• Here are some of the amazing things that happened this last year because of our synergy 

and mutual voluntary submission to each other and full submission to Christ.  

o We raised over $23,000 to help rescue and restore dozens of young girls from the 

sex slave trade.  

o Trinity went on 4 mission trips to Croatia, Bosnia, Houston and Haiti.  

▪ They encouraged long term missionaries.  

▪ Help provide clean water.  

▪ Lead outreach events.  

▪ Helped with the hurricane relief.  

o We started the process of launching a fourth location in Indianapolis at IUPUI 

with Andy and Marcus joining our team.  

o We now have a ministry to The Chin refugees.  

o Our Latino outreach event had about 1,000 in attendance.  

o We have served over 1,300 meals downtown since November. 

o We have had Sunday services that have topped 1,000 in attendance.  

o We have 72 discipleship groups that meet all over the city.  

o We joined with Soccer Shots and are now weekly connecting with 40 more 

families at East Fishers.  

o Helped the local school system with needs and had people join the church because 

of it.  

o Had a Kids Camp with the largest ever turnout of families unconnected with any 

church.  

o We had about 100 people go through our Discover Trinity class. 

o We baptized 19 more people into faith.  

o We grew in worship leaders, interns, volunteers, staff, and attendance. God is on 

the move! 

o And this is just the beginning!  

 

• Unity displays the nature of God and speaks to a very deep and ancient hunger in us for 

real and healthy community. God is Trinity. Before there was a world there was a family 

and after this world is gone the family God is preparing for us to rejoin will live and love 

on for eternity! 

 

How do we fight for unity? 

• Notice this unity isn’t found; it is forged while in submission to the Spirit.  

• Yes, there are a laundry list of right actions to live out that act as the relational forge, like 

humility, gentleness, and patience, but the deep driver come from awareness and 

sensitivity to the Holy Spirit. He is the “one” that pulls the “ones” together. (vs. 4-7) 

• Illustration:  



o When I was in college I had a friend who married a Latino young lady. I was 

honored to help with the wedding and attend the reception. However, I wasn’t 

prepared for dancing. Oh man, the dancing… I remember standing on the outside 

looking at how coordinated my Hispanic brothers and sisters were.  I become very 

aware of how tall and gangly I was. After much persuasion to join in the party I 

entered the dance floor.  Let me just say, what followed was mostly comedy. 

There was a lot of large white men flailing around aimlessly. I learned a really 

important truth that night. The key to dancing isn’t focusing primarily on my large 

white limbs but by focusing on the music. If I listen closely to the music the 

movement follows.  

• Here is the primary key to unity:  Stay sensitive and submissive to the Holy Spirit as 

understood in community.  

o Listen to the Spirt's call and work it out in community.  

o "Most of us are not really approaching the subject (charity) in order to find out 

what Christianity says: we are approaching it in the hope of finding support from 

Christianity for the views of our own party. We are looking for an ally where we 

are offered either a Master or—a Judge." -C.S. Lewis Mere Christianity  

 

o The world desperately needs a church that humbly submits to the Holy Spirit and 

relentlessly works to demonstrate charitable love. Beginning with each other and 

moving out towards the world.  

Next Steps: 
• What is the Holy Spirit speaking into you? 

• We believe that one of the primary things that happens in the church is you receiving the 

ways, truths and nature of God. When you do you take those back into your world. Today 

we want to invite everyone to come and pick up a small stone. It glows when it is 

exposed to light. The more you expose it the more it glows.  

• This is the purpose of the gathering of believers. 

o To expose you to Christ.  

o To send you out to let His ways and nature glow in the world around you.  
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