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Big Idea Review: (Mike)  

1 Corinthians 13:13  

So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love. 

 

• C.S. Lewis believes that the final word in 1 Corinthians 13 “Agape” should be translated 

“charity” because we have so lost our understanding of real love in our modern language. 

 

• So these three remain, (pistis) {pee-stees} faith, (elpis) {el-pees} hope, and (agape) {ah-

gah-pa} charity. Yet, (agape) charity is the greatest of these. 

 

 

• Agape: Godly charity/love is acting to the benefit of something or someone independent 

of their ability or willingness to reciprocate.  

 

Let’s look at charity in relational unity?  
Invite Leslie up.  

Scripture: 
Colossians 3:1–17 

If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at 

the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. 

3 For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is your life 

appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.  

5 Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, 

and covetousness, which is idolatry. 6 On account of these the wrath of God is coming. 7 In 

these you too once walked, when you were living in them. 8 But now you must put them all 

away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and obscene talk from your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one 

another, seeing that you have put off the old self with its practices 10 and have put on the new 

self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator. 11 Here there is not 

Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free; but Christ is all, 

and in all.  

12 Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, 

humility, meekness, and patience, 13 bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint 

against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 

14 And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 15 And 

let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And be 

thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in 

all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to 

God. 17 And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, 

giving thanks to God the Father through him.  



 

Problem in the Text: 
Mike 

• This was written to a Christian community. There was a tendency for early believers to 

hear the teachings of Jesus, love them and not really change the way they did life. They 

agree with Christianity but weren’t really living like Christ. These early church Christians 

had a mind for Christ and life activities that still looked just like the world.  

 

• The idea implies more than a way of thinking; it includes values and loves as well. It 

could well be translated “delight in things above.” (Melick, 1991)  

 

• In accord with the best of the Jewish tradition, wisdom goes beyond right knowledge to 

skill in right living. (A Commentary for Bible Students, 2007) 

Leslie 

• The metaphor is a taking off and a putting on. Paul was instructing the early church on 

how to remove an old way living and put on a new way of living.  It's hard to put on the 

new ways of Christ if we are still wearing the old things. 

o This implies intentionality and action.   

▪ "Put to death what is earthly in you..." 

▪ "Put on compassionate hearts, humility, meekness, patience..." 

o Christianity without a change in conduct is not really Christianity.  It's not just 

about agreeing with ideas, there must be a heart and life change.  

o This is not an instantaneous change...this is something we grow in throughout our 

lives.  It is a beautiful and sometimes painful process of being made more and 

more into the image of our Creator. 

 

• Here is the problem: The early church was full of people who agreed with the teachings 

of Jesus but weren’t actually letting that knowledge change their attitude and actions.  

 

Problem in the world: 
Mike 

• If you make Christianity merely a lesson in literature and remove intentional life change 

you really aren’t Christian.    

 

• What keeps people from doing this?  

o This is the selfie generation.  

o The goals are wrong. The questions people ask are… 

▪ Did I win? 

▪ Do I look good? 

▪ Did I look better than the other person? 

Leslie 

• Each of these has the wrong end objective. It’s not, "Did I win?" its "Was true 

love/charity displayed?"  The goal is unity, this is what we want to seek. 



 

• Agape: Godly charity/love is acting to the benefit of something or someone independent 

of their ability or willingness to reciprocate.  

o This might mean I don't win or get my way. 

o This might mean I don't feel understood or feel I've been treated unfairly. 

o This might mean I take the first step to reach out in charity and don't get the 

response I want.  This is where the humility comes in.   

How does the Bible answer this? 
Leslie 

• In verses 1-4:  We are reminded that we have been raised with Christ, we have a new 

identity in him.  We should be seeking and setting our minds on the things above.  Vs. 3 

"For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God."  This means we will look 

very different than the world looks, even in how we deal with conflict. 

o What is the old way?  The Message: bad temper, irritability, meanness, profanity, 

dirty talk, dishonesty 

o What is the new way?  compassion, kindness, humility, quiet strength, discipline, 

even-tempered, quick to forgive 

o By the way, this should begin at home.  How do you treat your spouse?  Kids?  

Parents? 

 

• Notice the tone of this passage: the focus is on the community, not the individual. 

o Outward focused, what is best for the body, not just me 

o Phrases used: 

▪ "Bearing with one another"  

• It will not be perfect, there will be opportunities to forgive and 

show grace. 

• "Bear" - hold oneself erect and firm, stand firm in this posture of 

commitment to one another, to patience, forgiveness, and love 

▪ "forgiving each other"  

▪ "love binds everything together"  

▪ "you were called in one body"  

 

Mike 

 

• Set your mind/put on the higher things. Awaken an eternal, deeper awareness.  

 

• Teach and practice others awareness.  

o In our home we had to teach the kids to pay attention to the needs and activities of 

the whole family. 

 

• There are commands. Things to do. The text is instructional.  

o Scripture teaches that we as believers will be brought to a place where trust is 

required.  

o Everyone will come to a place where you will have to do what is right over how 

you feel.  



 

• Colossians 3:16  Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing 

one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with 

thankfulness in your hearts to God. 

o The “you” here is personal and plural. What are you bringing to the community 

when you engage in it?  

o The crux is “therefore as God’s chosen people…” 

o Love is the binding agent. Agape vs. 14 

▪ This is the “charity” love that over arches our whole series.  

Leslie 

• Notice how much of this is discussed in a tone of worship and gratitude.  

o v. 16 "Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one 

another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with 

thankfulness in your hearts to God." 

o This attitude of gratefulness to God sets the tone in our hearts for us to have the 

right attitude and heart toward one another.  This creates the space in us for 

humility, meekness, and compassion to be produced.  A heart of thankfulness to 

God is SO important and crucial in our lives. 

  

• But what if it isn’t fair?  Let the peace of God rule. (vs. 15)   

o Trust that in the end God will make all things right. 

o "If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone." 

(Romans 12:18)  This verse frees us from the responses and actions of others, "as 

far as it depends on you." 

 

What about this in our modern world?  
Mike 

How do I fight well? 

• Better than any strategy is a right heart and attitude.  

o Moses was the most meek man in all the earth.  

o God resists the proud.  

 

Know who you are and who defines your worth. Christ.  

• What you train daily will reveal itself in emotionally heightened situations.  

o If you are in the word daily it will spill out.  "let the word of Christ dwell in you 

richly." 

Leslie 

Ask these questions instead. 

• Did charity win? 

o Don’t ask did I win, ask did charity/love win? 

o When I was studying counseling in Dallas the guy who was coaching me said, 

“People will fight for each of the parties. You fight for the covenant.” 

 

• Do I understand where they are coming from?  

o Listen to understand vs. listen to respond 



 

• Remember we are diverse.  

o God wired all of us differently.  Spiritual maturity understands this and seeks to 

be complete with others.   

o We don’t have a full picture alone.  We understand God better in diversity.  

o The tension that comes with our differences and diversity is actually good for us! 

▪ Speak briefly about our tension 

o Know we cannot agree on everything – this is okay.  Show respect even to those 

who see things differently. 

 

• Forgiveness isn’t a feeling to respond to but an action to walk in. (Vs. 13) 

 

Response Cards: 
Mike 

1 Corinthians 13:13  

So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love. 

 

Agape: Godly charity/love is acting to the benefit of something or someone independent of their 

ability or willingness to reciprocate.  

 

Write out where you need to commit to display charity.  
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