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Big Idea Review: (Mike)  

1 Corinthians 13:13  

So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love. 

 

• “Love: A genuine and selfless concern for the well-being of others. Paul identifies it as 

the greatest of the three Christian virtues (v. 13). Paul chastised the wealthy believers 

because they did not demonstrate love to the less wealthy believers (see 11:17–21).” 

FaithLife Study Bible 

 

• C.S. Lewis believes that the final word in 1 Corinthians 13 “Agape” should be translated 

“charity” because we have so lost our understanding of real love in our modern language. 

 

• So these three remain, (pistis) {pee-stees} faith, (elpis) {el-pees} hope, and (agape) {ah-

gah-pa} charity. Yet, (agape) charity is the greatest of these. 

 

• Let me build a working definition of charity/love (agape) with modern language. Why? 

When we use the word love in our modern language we most often mean an affection for 

something. Though this isn’t wrong it isn’t a full understanding of agape.  

 

• Agape: Godly charity/love is acting to the benefit of something or someone independent 

of their ability or willingness to reciprocate.  

 

“I do not believe one can settle how much we ought to give. I am afraid the only safe rule is to 
give more than we can spare. In other words, if our expenditure on comforts, luxuries, 
amusements, etc, is up to the standard common among those with the same income as our 
own, we are probably giving away too little. If our charities do not at all pinch or hamper us, I 
should say they are too small. There ought to be things we should like to do and cannot do 
because our charitable expenditure excludes them.” -Lewis, Mere Christianity  

  
• Are you charitable to your neighbor? 

• Kids are you charitable to your parents?  

• Bosses are you charitable to your employees? 

• Employees are you charitable to your boss?  

• Are you charitable to the poor?   

• Are you charitable to your friends? 

• Are you charitable to your spouse? 
 

With this in mind let’s look at right charity in Sex. 
  



Let’s look at sex in light of charity?  
Invite Leslie up.  
  

Big Idea: (Mike) 
 

This will be an incomplete sermon.  There is too much to cover in one sermon. This isn’t a 

sermon focusing on boundaries, uses in scripture, remarriage, divorce, or even gender identity. 

Each of these would be another sermon. This is truly a meta-narrative, an introduction message if 

you like. With this in mind let’s begin.  

 

God made sex. (Leslie) 

We are not angels and we are not animals. To make it merely a biological hunger or to pretend it 

doesn’t exist is wrong. Sex in its purest and most right form displays God’s nature. He loves us 

so much he created deep intimate pleasure. A mutual display of charity.  A place of safe 

vulnerability and total acceptance. A beautiful place of giving and accepting where even a 

physical “high” can even be experienced. God made that. He loves us knowing pleasure, and its 

important for us to remember that wanting it is not wrong. 

 

Man broke sex. (Mike) 

We have made it into nothing more than a human hunger. Humanity shifted it from an act of 

charity to something to consume, exploit, or even steal away.  

Sex for many is now about what one can get instead of what one can give. The modern church is 

either unwilling or unable to address the dark depravity and subsequent pain that poisoned this 

aspect of God’s creation left even more void around the idea of sexual intimacy.  From the fall 

until today we traded a safe, personal and intimate God given activity for commerce, biological 

selfishness, and manipulation.  

 

This God given gift of joy has been remade into a product to profit from and a weapon to 

manipulate. I believe what we need more than anything else in sexuality is the nature of Jesus.  

 

Many of you have only known sex through the parts of it that are poisoned and dark.   

Many of you have never known sex at all.   

 

We are going to break this into three parts: 

1) The danger of divorcing sex from the one who made it.  

2) Leaning into the deeper hungers.  

3) Questions and answers. 

4) Resources to pursue.  

One: The danger of divorcing sex from the one who made it. 
 

Romans 1:21-32 

(Leslie) 

21 For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they 

became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Claiming to be wise, 



they became fools, 23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling 

mortal man and birds and animals and creeping things.  

24 Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring of their 

bodies among themselves, 25 because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and 

worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen.  

26 For this reason God gave them up to dishonorable passions. For their women exchanged 

natural relations for those that are contrary to nature; 27 and the men likewise gave up natural 

relations with women and were consumed with passion for one another, men committing 

shameless acts with men and receiving in themselves the due penalty for their error.  

(Mike) 

28 And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up to a debased mind to 

do what ought not to be done. 29 They were filled with all manner of unrighteousness, evil, 

covetousness, malice. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, maliciousness. They are 

gossips, 30 slanderers, haters of God, insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to 

parents, 31 foolish, faithless, heartless, ruthless. 32 Though they know God’s righteous decree 

that those who practice such things deserve to die, they not only do them but give approval to 

those who practice them.  

 

(Leslie) 

• What proceeds moral debauchery? Idolatry. Literally obsessing over creation and 

forgetting the Creator. What does sex void of the heart and intention of the one who made 

it lead to? 

o It makes pleasure a god. People will try desperately to make pleasure (sex in this 

case) fit the metaphysical wholeness void in their heart. Since it isn’t possible to 

fill an eternal void with a temporary physical pleasure people will keep 

experimenting with more and different types of sexuality.  

o We have idolized sex - In our culture we view sex as the path to being truly 

human and fully alive, and that to deny ourselves sexual activity is to undermine 

our own humanity. 

 

(Mike) 

• We know sexual activity doesn’t truly fulfill us so we, like mad scientists, are trying 

desperately to tinker with it hoping to get out of it what it can't give us - wholeness.  This 

is why we now have LGBTQ… 

o Maybe if I have sex with more people? 

o Maybe if I have sex with anyone I want? 

o Maybe if I look at more porn?  

o Maybe if I go to a strip club?  

o Maybe if I change my gender and try both sides?  

o Maybe if I try robot brothels?  (It’s coming!)  

• Don't fall for it!  Don’t see the gift of sex without the heart and intention of the One who 

gave it.  Spiritual gifts are never more valuable than the Giver of them. So, enjoy the gifts 

but give your heart to the Giver.  

 



Two: Leaning into the deeper hungers.  
(Leslie) 

John 4:7-18 

7 A woman from Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 8 (For his 

disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.) 9 The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is 

it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman of Samaria?” (For Jews have no dealings 

with Samaritans.) 10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is 

saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have given you 

living water.” 11 The woman said to him, “Sir, you have nothing to draw water with, and the 

well is deep. Where do you get that living water? 12 Are you greater than our father Jacob? He 

gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did his sons and his livestock.” 13 Jesus said to 

her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 14 but whoever drinks of the water 

that I will give him will never be thirsty again. The water that I will give him will become in him 

a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” 15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, 

so that I will not be thirsty or have to come here to draw water.”  16 Jesus said to her, “Go, call 

your husband, and come here.” 17 The woman answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to 

her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; 18 for you have had five husbands, and the 

one you now have is not your husband. What you have said is true.” 

• I read this passage about 6 months ago and God really spoke to me in it.   

• We must recognize our need and identify the true source.  

o v. 15 “Sir, give me this water, so that I will not be thirsty or have to come here to 

draw water.”  

o She questioned him, "Are you greater than our father Jacob?"  Like her we doubt 

whether God is really better, really enough to satisfy. 

• We must stop looking for identity, worth, value, validation in other things besides Christ.  

If we don't we will, like this woman, just continue to search and come up wanting, never 

really satisfied. 

o v. 16 Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; for you have 

had five husbands, and the one you now have is not your husband."  

o How's that working for you?  Jesus is proving a point here...what she's been doing 

hasn't been satisfying.  Is what you're doing working, or is it still not enough? 

• We need to remember the promise.   

o v.13 “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks 

of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty again."  

o Jesus alone satisfies every thirst, hunger, craving, and need. 

 

(Mike) 

• The journey to Galilee through Samaria brought him to a well. Tired, Jesus asks a 

Samaritan woman for a drink.  In dialogue Jesus basically instructs her to be aware of 

deeper thirsts.  Yes, they are physically thirsty, but there are deeper thirsts that we need to 

be aware of (John 4:10).  Jesus then turns to his disciples and teaches the same thing.  Be 

hungrier, be thirstier. Seek deeper appetites (John 4:32-34). We are not merely animals.  

We have appetites that are metaphysical that can't be satisfied by anything natural.  Jesus 

says, "Wake them up!"  

 



• It is not that our appetites are too small, it is that they are not big enough. Things like sex 

and food only have the power to satisfy our physical needs.  We need to rise above just 

being animal and kindle our deeper hungers and grow them. We should stoke our 

awareness of mortality and hunger for eternity.  Set ablaze our desire to understand and 

walk in real love.  Cultivate the awareness that humans miss Eden and long for a Heaven! 

Somewhere deep inside we know things aren't right. Humanity isn't satisfied with what is 

natural. We were made from and for something so much more.  Wake it up! 

 

• Today some of you need to not pray that God would make sex smaller but that your 

deeper hungers would grow so much bigger. Biological things like food, wealth and sex 

don’t have the ability to make a heart whole.  

 

• I think of the amazing young man I had a conversation with a few years back.  He said, “I 

think if I could just get everyone to be okay with homosexuality, you know the church, 

the government, everyone, I could finally be whole.” I responded with this, “Let’s say 

that everyone did. Let’s pretend that there weren’t even any verses in the Bible that were 

controversial about sex. I am still certain your heart wouldn’t be whole.”  He responded 

with, “How can you know that?” I replied, “We have an example of a sexual relationship 

that everyone accepts, the Bible has nothing controversial with and half of them still end 

in divorce and the ones who stay in it realize that sex wasn’t the satisfying god they 

thought it would be… heterosexuality.  As funny as it sounds I am not debating the legal 

status of homosexuality with you at all.  I don’t think any type of sex and human 

relationship can do what you want it to do.  Make you whole.  I fully believe you are 

made for more than what this world can offer. Your spirit and the hunger in it is bigger 

than any type of sex.”  

 

• I want to pray that God would make your hungers bigger!  Wake up our true primal 

created hungers!  

• Francis Chan "God is Better" video  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W-pLRM0rgjE  

Three:  Questions and Answers 
 

1. In a quick statement, what is the purpose of sex? (Leslie) 

a. It is a place to live in Charity, a mutual giving. 

b. We have embraced the pleasure of sex and lost the purpose: to unite lives and 

create life.  It is not what our culture has made it: a hobby, recreation. 

2. What about those who will never have sex? (Mike) 

a. We need to see marriage and subsequent sex as a sacrament, a small reflection or 

picture of a much bigger reality. The bigger joy is offered to all believers. In other 

words, there is something so much better and bigger than the best of sexual 

experiences.   

3. What about marriage? (Leslie) 

a. Marriage is a covenant and seen by the historical church as a sacrament. To 

dishonor a sacrament is a big deal and we do it all the time.  Imagine how gross 

and sickening it would be to do something vile to the communion table? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W-pLRM0rgjE


Moreover, to play the role of covenant breaker is the very role that Satan plays.  

In other words, marriage is a big deal!  

4. What if I have really messed up? (Mike) 

a. Your sins aren’t stronger than the cross. Like Jesus to the woman caught in 

adultery, a humble heart asking for forgiveness God does not deny. Go and sin no 

more. (John 8:1-11) 

b. Seek counsel. There are so many complexities. Addictions, hurt, bitterness. Please 

seek counsel! We will help you find a solid counselor, call the church office or 

indicate on the Next Steps Card that you need help and someone will contact you.  

5. I'm really struggling with sexual desire. Help me! (Leslie) 

a. Don’t hide your temptations in the dark.  Don't be alone with it!  Find Biblically 

sound and solid accountability partners and be willing to seek Biblical counsel. 

b. It is normal and oh so common to struggle with sexuality, in various ways: gender 

identity, same sex attraction, desire for sex outside of God’s limits.  The Bible 

even uses the word “suffering” when speaking about temptation.  2 Cor 12:9 – his 

power is made perfect in weakness. 

Next Steps Card:  
Whatever the Holy Spirit is speaking in your heart write it out.  
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