
The Love Covenant 
Week 3 Can I be whole and single?   

Mike and Leslie April 22, 2018 
 

Big Idea Review: (Mike)  

1 Corinthians 13:13  

So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love. 

 

• “Love: A genuine and selfless concern for the well-being of others. Paul identifies it as 

the greatest of the three Christian virtues (v. 13). Paul chastised the wealthy believers 

because they did not demonstrate love to the less wealthy believers (see 11:17–21).” 

FaithLife Study Bible 

 

• C.S. Lewis believes that the final word in 1 Corinthians 13 “Agape” should be translated 

“charity” because we have so lost our understanding of real love in our modern language. 

 

• So these three remain, (pistis) {pee-stees} faith, (elpis) {el-pees} hope, and (agape) {ah-

gah-pa} charity. Yet, (agape) charity is the greatest of these. 

 

• Let me build a working definition of charity/love (agape) with modern language. 

 

• Agape: Godly charity/love is acting to the benefit of something or someone independent 

of their ability or willingness to reciprocate.  

 

 “I do not believe one can settle how much we ought to give. I am afraid the only safe rule is to 
give more than we can spare. In other words, if our expenditure on comforts, luxuries, 
amusements, etc, is up to the standard common among those with the same income as our 
own, we are probably giving away too little. If our charities do not at all pinch or hamper us, I 
should say they are too small. There ought to be things we should like to do and cannot do 
because our charitable expenditure excludes them.” -Lewis, Mere Christianity  

  

• Are you charitable to your neighbor? 

• Are you charitable to your spouse? 

• Kids are you charitable to your parents?  

• Bosses are you charitable to your employees? 

• Employees are you charitable to your boss?  

• Are you charitable to the poor?   

• Are you charitable to your friends? 
 

With this in mind let’s look at right charity as a single adult. 
  

Can I be whole and single?  
Invite Leslie up.  
  



Big Idea: (Mike) 
Heaven is perfect, intimate, relational harmony and God hates loneliness.  

• Yes, God does like to get us alone. Alone with Him.  
 

Marriage, as we know it, is a temporary construct. The use of marriage in eternity. 
(Leslie)  

• In our culture we’ve accepted this idea that to live a fulfilled life you have to be married.  This is 
not true!  It is absolutely possible to live a full, meaningful life as a single adult. 

a. The sexuality of Jesus 
1. We know he was single and did not marry 
2. Had meaningful relationships 

3. Jesus was "the one who took on human flesh and lived a sexually fulfilled, 
sexually chaste, sacrificial life – all for the sake of others." (Todd Wilson - Mere 
Sexuality) 

4. HIs life had huge purpose and mission, and we all as Christians, single or 
married, share in that mission.   The ultimate good, married or single, is to be 
fully devoted to God.   

5. Bible teaches that there is no marriage in heaven.  

1. "For in the resurrection they neither marry nor are given in marriage, 
but are like angels in heaven." Matt. 22:30.   

2. We tend to live as though marriage, or romantic love, is the ultimate 

relationship, but according to this verse that must not be true.  Since 

God has already told us he is going to do away with marriage as we 

know it, "we can realize that the greatest things God has to give us are 

not to be found in marriage at all." 

3. Jesus, when talking about the greatest love that anyone can have, does 
not refer to romantic love.   

1.  John 15:13 "Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down 
his life for his friends."   

2. The word love here is agape, or charity. 
3. FYI - All relational needs are not met in marriage.  Sometimes I 

need a girlfriend to talk to! 

b. 1 Corinthians 7:17 "Only let each person lead the life that the Lord has assigned to him, 
and to which God has called him."  Be faithful and live missional in whatever state you 
are in.  God has big purpose for you! 

Technically we will all become married. (Mike) 
• That said... Actually, everyone in heaven is “married.”  Only we leave the shadow version here 

and enter the real and perfect one in heaven.  We (the bride) are married with Christ. We are 
brought into the love of the Trinity. (John 17, Revelation 21, Luke 23:43, Hebrews 11:16) 
 
What will our marriage back into the presence of God be like?  
o It is bliss.  
o It is permanent. 
o It is true full fulfillment.  
o It is activity that perfectly lines up with your gifting.  



• The Catholic church will sometimes use a kiss to describe the sacraments. Of which marriage is 
one for them. A kiss in and of itself is a bit of a weird thing. Place our lips on someone else’s 
dirty skin. It’s not really the act it’s all the intangible things that are behind it.  A marriage, even 
the very best of them, is still just a sloppy symbol of something so much more real that is 
coming for us.  

  

The ultimate good is to be fully devoted to God. 
1 Corinthians 7:6-8 (Leslie) 
"Now as a concession, not a command, I say this. I wish that all were as I myself am. But each has his 
own gift from God, one of one kind and one of another. To the unmarried and the widows I say that it is 
good for them to remain single, as I am."  

• There is good in being single.  
a. Deeper intimacy with God - God does indeed desire us and we are invited to desire him 

in return.  It is possible a single person might experience more intimacy with God than a 
married person would!  What a gift that would be! 

1. This isn’t a consultation prize.  
2. The single life IS opportunity. 

b. Free from responsibilities (and what Paul calls anxieties) of family – This makes the 
single person more available to "the things of the Lord," as Mike will talk about in the 
next passage.  Because of Paul's "gift" he was able to accomplish much for the kingdom. 

• God wants us to be content in whatever situation we are in.  Paul says in Phi 4:11 "I have 

learned in whatever situation I am to be content."  But what if I'm not content?  I know some of 

you may be, I don't want to give the wrong idea that if you're single you must be miserable.  

Some of you may be happily single!  But speaking for a moment to those who are not. 

a. Living with unfulfilled desires is not the exception of the human experience, but the 

rule.  This is not a being single problem, it’s a human problem.  You might believe that 

marriage won’t make you whole, but do you believe it will be the end to longing or even 

sexual temptation?  It won’t.   

b. Sometimes the things we long for are even good things, like marriage, but perhaps the 

timing or circumstances just aren’t right.  Our hearts don’t always cooperate with that 

knowledge.  That is when we walk in trust and obedience. 

c. The place of "in-between":  Reflections from the Israelites in the desert  

1. Maybe singleness feels like a desert to you, like an "in-between" as the 

Israelites experienced.  God is not withholding good things from us; He 

wants to give us good things – the Promised Land.   

2. Truth is we are all in the in-between 

1. God has led us out of Egypt (saved from sin) and we are being 

led through the desert (life on earth) to the Promised Land 

(heaven).   

2. We are wandering, waiting, longing, and groaning. 

3. Relationally we are not whole yet. 

3. Caution: Don't get impatient.  In the OT, His people made a golden calf 

because they got tired of waiting.  Anything we grab for in disobedience 

will become our god because we say I want this more than I want you, 



but nothing else is equipped to be our god. While it may satisfy us 

temporarily, we will end up in a place of despair and brokenness. 

4. He could have led his people directly to the Promised Land.  Instead it 

was a slow, tedious process that required their total dependence on 

him.  Why?  Because He’s not just leading us to a certain destination, 

he’s shaping us into a certain kind of people.  The process or even the 

ultimate destination may not be what you would choose, but he’s God 

and you’re not, so trust him.  In the hard moments, rest in Him, and lean 

on the support of your brothers and sisters in Christ, and He will show 

you the way. 

 

 

1 Corinthians 7:32-35 (Mike) 
“I want you to be free from anxieties. The unmarried man is anxious about the things of the Lord, how 
to please the Lord. But the married man is anxious about worldly things, how to please his wife, and his 
interests are divided. And the unmarried or betrothed woman is anxious about the things of the Lord, 
how to be holy in body and spirit. But the married woman is anxious about worldly things, how to please 
her husband. I say this for your own benefit, not to lay any restraint upon you, but to promote good 
order and to secure your undivided devotion to the Lord.” 

• Making your life about marrying isn't a right prioritization. Don’t spend your life chasing 
shadows. Chase after the real thing. If God so desires to place you into a marriage (shadow of 
the real union) then honor him in it.  

• You are not single to have sex with more people.  

• You are not single to use your money on yourself more.  
• You are not single because it's cool to be single these days.  

• You ARE single to use all your resources to display charity.  
  

I want to speak to a few things: (Mike and Leslie go back and forth)  
• Is it  wrong to want to be married? Mike (1 Cor. 9:5) Just remember perfect marriage is us to 

Christ. Don’t give the deepest hunger of your life to an institution that will come to an end.  

• Can I have friendships that are as close as a marital partner?  Leslie We will talk about spiritual 
friendship next week but let me begin with this thought.  We have diluted real friendship in the 
West.  It is possible to have deeply committed friendships that are not sexual.  "Greater love has 
no one than this"…."these are my brothers, sisters, mother, father" 

• What about maternal and paternal desires? Mike Many authors have talked about this. Lewis 
(big surprise) is my favorite.  In his book the great divorce there is a lady in the afterlife and 
many people are calling her mother.  The guide explains that on earth she made sure every 
hungry or needy person and even animal that came her way was loved.  My guess is Mother 
Teressa had a lot of children.  You can live out paternal and maternal roles without biological 
children.  However, like biological parents, you have to make the time and choose to engage.  

• Won’t I miss out on the full human experience if I don’t marry? Leslie Again, we have held up sex 
and marriage as things that are required for the "full human experience."  The Bible does not 
teach this, and the life of Jesus shows us this is not true.  We have idolized marriage and sex – 
these things do not make us whole, only God does. 

• What about my desire to have sex? Mike We will talk about that on the week about sex. Just 
remember the greatest of marriages, that's actually illusion, perfect marriage with sex twice a 



day that's always physically fulfilling is still a shadow of the joys that will come in the trust of 
marriages. Us to Christ. Psalm 34:10b Those who seek the Lord lack no good thing.  
  

Next Steps 
Big Idea: Heaven is perfect intimate relational harmony and God hates loneliness.  
  
1 Corinthians 7:17  
Only let each person lead the life that the Lord has assigned to him, and to which God has called him. 
This is my rule in all the churches. 
  
"Whether you were married or unmarried when you became a Christian God will enable you to walk as 
a Christian should." -John Wesley  
  
Write on the card if you are in a state that's hard.  We want to pray over that.  
We all in states that we don't like.  
o Single 
o Married 
o Job 
o Physical sickness 
o Financial  

Pray that God will help you to be faithful in the state that you are in.  
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