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The Big Idea 
We are going to take a journey over the next 7 weeks with some of the greatest thinkers in Christian 
history as well as modern scholars as we try to wrap our hearts and minds around the Biblical concept of 
love.  
• C.S. Lewis 
• Jonathan Edwards 
• John Piper 
• Timothy Keller 
• Wesley Hill 

• Todd Wilson  
• The Apostle Paul 
• Jesus 

  
Every week we will recalibrate ourselves before looking at a modern issue.  So, let's jump in.  
  
I Corinthians 13  
If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 
2 And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, 
so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3 If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up 
my body to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing.  
4 Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant 5 or rude. It does not insist on 
its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6 it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the 
truth. 7 Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.  
8 Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they will cease; as for 
knowledge, it will pass away. 9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 10 but when the perfect 
comes, the partial will pass away. 11 When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I 
reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I gave up childish ways. 12 For now we see in a mirror 
dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I have been fully known.  
 13 So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love.  
  
“Love: A genuine and selfless concern for the well-being of others. Paul identifies it as the greatest of the 
three Christian virtues (v. 13). Paul chastised the wealthy believers because they did not demonstrate 
love to the less wealthy believers (see 11:17–21).” FaithLife Study Bible 
  
C.S. Lewis believes that the final word in 1 Corinthians 13 “Agape” should be translated “charity” 
because we have so lost our understanding of real love in our modern language.  
 
So these three remain, (pistis) {pee-stees} faith, (elpis) {el-pees} hope, and (agape) {ah-gah-pa} charity. 
Yet, (agape) charity is the greatest of these.   
  
Let me build a working definition of charity/love (agape) with modern language.  



Agape: Godly charity/love is acting to the benefit of something or someone independent of their ability 
to reciprocate.   
  
Can you see it?  This is the story of the Bible.   
  
God spoke creative beauty into nothing, ex nihilo.  
Even Adam is tasked with subduing the earth. (Gen. 1:28)  
Dr. Guthrie and Dr. Griffith point out that Adam is the first guardian and carrier of this charitable work. 
Unlike all the rest of creation the race of man is called to continue charitable creativity. Dr. Hesser 
believes that this bestowed responsibility is the image of God that everyone so hotly debates.   
Meaning God brought love (charity) into the nothing.   
God wants us to bring love (charity) into the world too.  
We fail over and over again and God keeps acting charitable to us.  This is powerfully illustrated by the 
cross.  
  
Back to 1 Corinthians 13:13 "So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is 
love.  
 
Jonathan Edwards went so far as to title one of his lectures, “Charity, more excellent than the 
extraordinary gifts of the Spirit.” -Jonathan Edwards (Charity and It’s Fruits, Collection of Lectures pg. 26)  
  
Look at all that will pass away. Prophesy, tongues, and knowledge. Yet, true charitable love will endure 
always.  Why? Because God is love. Trinitarian, perfectly expressed relational love. We were made out 
of this, have fallen from it and are offered a way, through Christ, back into it.    
  
I will sum this up with these statements: 
  
Do you see your relationships like a business deal? As long as it’s good for me I am in. (ROI) 
  
Or, are you bringing Godly creative goodness into places it’s needed independent of the recipient's 
ability to repay? Are you charitable? 
  
Are you charitable to your spouse? 
Are you charitable to your neighbor? 
Are you charitable to your friends? 
Kids, are you charitable to your parents?  
Bosses are you charitable to your employees? 
Employees are you charitable to your boss?  
And yes, are you charitable to the poor?   
  
I will sum it up by finishing C.S. Lewis’s thoughts on charity.  
“I do not believe one can settle how much we ought to give. I am afraid the only safe rule is to give more 
than we can spare. In other words, if our expenditure on comforts, luxuries, amusements, etc, is up to 
the standard common among those with the same income as our own, we are probably giving away too 
little. If our charities do not at all pinch or hamper us, I should say they are too small. There ought to be 
things we should like to do and cannot do because our charitable expenditure excludes them.” -Lewis, 
Mere Christianity  
  



I am now going to invite Leslie up as we walk you through the next few weeks.  
  

Week 1: Give the outline for the next 6 weeks.  (Mike) 
1. Prepare your family for more intense weeks. (Mike) 
2. Emphasize the series is for everyone, not just married people. (Leslie) 
3. Ask for questions. (Mike)  
4. Resource - "You and me Forever" by Francis Chan. (Leslie) 

  

Week 2: What is the Purpose of Marriage?  (Leslie)  
1. Right perspective and expectations of marriage. 

a. Tim Keller in Meaning of Marriage talks about how during the Enlightenment there was 
a massive shift in the expectation of marriage.  "Instead of finding meaning through self-
denial, through giving up one's freedoms, and binding oneself to the duties of marriage 
and family, marriage was redefined as finding emotional and sexual fulfillment and self-
actualization."  

b. "What if Marriage isn't to make you happy but to make you holy." Garry Thomas - in 
marriage we are made holy as we submit ourselves to these ideals of self-denial and 
giving up of personal freedoms and fulfillment of desires.  People in a good marriage 
that lasts a lifetime will encounter self-denial and the loss of personal freedom at some 
point - in this we are made more like Christ, a "living sacrifice." 

2. Marriage on mission - a bigger picture 
a. My life is mission, the mission to fulfill the Great Commission to go and make disciples.  

We all have a part to play in the building of God's kingdom and marriage is a part of 
that.  Marriage is meant to be a portrayal of the beauty of the gospel, the ultimate 
marriage between Christ and his church. 

b. Francis Chan quote: "there's more at stake in your marriage than just your marriage.  
The beauty of the gospel is at stake."  Your marriage is part of a much grander story. 

  

Week 3: Can I be whole and Single? (Leslie) 
1. In our culture we’ve accepted this idea that to live a fulfilled life you have to be married.  This is 

not true!  We believe it is possible to live a full, meaningful life as a single adult. 
a. The sexuality of Jesus - Todd Wilson "Mere Sexuality" 
b. Bible teaches that there is no marriage in heaven.  

1. "For in the resurrection they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are 
like angels in heaven." Matt. 22:30.   

2. We tend to live as though marriage, or romantic love, is the ultimate 
relationship, but according to this verse that must not be true.  It is actually 
temporary and not the only place human intimacy can exist. 

3. Jesus, when talking about the greatest love that anyone can have, was speaking 
about friendship.  John 15:13 "Greater love has no one than this, that he lay 
down his life for his friends."  Again, the word love here is agape, or charity, not 
romantic love. 

c. Again the idea of living on mission as a single adult.  The ultimate good, married or 
single, is to be fully devoted to God.  My life is mission, the mission to fulfill the Great 
Commission to go and make disciples.  We all have a part to play in the building of God's 
kingdom and single adults play a significant role in that.  



d. 1 Corinthians 7:17 "Only let each person lead the life that the Lord has assigned to him, 
and to which God has called him."  Be faithful and live missional in whatever state you 
are in.  God has big purpose for you! 

   

Week 4: How do I develop Spiritual Friendships? (Mike) 
1. The theology behind relationships.  

a. God is trinity (community) 
b. We are created to be in community.   
c. Love requires others.  
d. We were birthed out of perfect relationship and long to have it. It's in our spiritual DNA.  
e. The deepest hunger of the human heart is to be fully known and fully chosen.  

2. Jonathan and David 1 Samuel 18:1-5 
a. This text is often hijacked by the homosexual community.  It is our modern bias to inject 

sexuality into any deep emotional relationship.   
b. The message here is not sexual at all.   
c. Jonathan is saying that all he has - his resources, his armor, literally his lineage - is also 

David's.  David is not alone.  
3. 1 John 4:7-12 

a. What's next? 
b. In your d-groups, be faithful, be transparent. 
c. In your marriage, be faithful, be transparent.  
  

Week 5: How should I fight well with the people I love? (Leslie) 
1. Society tries to make us all the same.  We are different.  Not just gender but even in personality.    

a. We were created for community, and God made us diverse.  We understand God better 
in community and diversity, in this we get a clearer picture of him.  

b. Differences in gender, personalities, opinions, race etc. usually means tension.  This 
tension is actually good for us!   

2. God wired all of us differently.  Spiritual maturity understands this and wants to be complete 
with others.  Spiritual immaturity refuses to acknowledge I am only part and not whole without 
others. It is so wise to assume a humble heart of a listener and learner.  

3. We have defined love using the word Charity, to act to the benefit of another independent of 
their ability to reciprocate.  This is a sacrificial, unconditional love.   

a. Mother Theresa said, "Do not be afraid of loving to the point of sacrifice, until it hurts.  
Jesus' love for us led him to his death." 

b. As Christians we are called to love like this. 
4. With those principles in mind we will address tactical ways to deal with tension that is inevitable 

in our relationships. 
  

Week 6: What is the Purpose of Sex? We are not animals, we are not angels. 
(Mike) 

1. Theology to understand: Lewis believes we have a tendency to maximize the sins of the flesh 
and minimize the sins of the heart. Both are dangerous, but pride, jealousy, lust and anger are 
way more serious than sheer act of masturbation. Our culture has made sexual activity the core 
of our identity.  It's not. The state of your heart before God is. 



2. We have made sexual activity the core of our identity because our hearts have grown cold. 
Romans 1:21-32 

a. Our culture is jacked up. We know sexual activity doesn’t truly fulfill us so we, like mad 
scientists, are trying desperately to tinker with it hoping to get out of it what it can't give 
us - wholeness.  

1. Maybe if I have sex with more people? 
2. Maybe if I have sex with anyone? 
3. Maybe if I look at more porn?  
4. Maybe if I go to a strip club?  
5. Maybe if I change my gender and try both sides?  

b. So, what is the purpose of sex? 
1. Procreation 
2. Charity 
3. Recreation  

  
Week 7: What is the Purpose of the Church? Charity and the Church.  (Mike) 

1. What is church supposed to be like? It is supposed to be more like an accountability group and 
less like going to the movies and enjoying the show.  

2. 10 Minutes of Ephesians 5:32 Focus on the Christ for the Church part.  
a. Our purpose is to empower the saints for works of service.  Literally this is the place 

where you learn about charity and are held accountable to express it out in the world. 
b. 20 minutes of casting vision for the next year by the staff.  

  

Final Thoughts: 
1. Turn in your questions.  (Leslie)  
2. Make this series a priority.  (Mike)  
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