
Those People 
The Way 
This week we look at God’s command to us.  The disciple’s prime directive.  
Mark 1:29-34 

Production Notes: 
• Green on the Screen 

Welcome: 
• Those watching online. 

• New guests. 

• The family. 

Prayer 
• That God would still your mind and ignite your heart. 

• That God would make our hearts teachable.  

• That Jesus would become even more beautiful.   

• Pray that I would honor God with the delivery of His word.  

The Series: (Big picture) 
The series “Those People” is based on a very ancient central teaching in Christianity.  One that has 
historically been identified and celebrated using the term Epiphany.   
So, what is Epiphany? 
Epiphany, also Theophany, or Three Kings' Day, is a Christian feast day that celebrates the revelation of 
God incarnate as Jesus Christ. In Western Christianity, the feast commemorates principally the visit of the 
Magi to the Christ child, and thus Jesus' physical manifestation to the Gentiles. -Wikipedia 
 

Opening For this Week: 
This week we will look at the Transfiguration from Mark 9:2-9. Before we get to this let me ask a 
question.  
 
Here is a question to ponder: 
Who will deliver me? (Leave this up through the illustration)  
 
Almost 10 years ago I had a bad allergic reaction.  I felt awful.  Day after day my head throbbed, my nose 
was running and as days turned to weeks and weeks turned into a few months of the relentless pressure 
I went from annoyed to miserable. Then, after trying a few doctors and a few different medications I 
went from miserable to afraid.   
Would this ever end? What was making me sick? At this point my balance was off, I couldn’t sleep, and 
rounds of antibiotics to combat the sinus infections truly left me longing for any kind of hope!  
I drank Apple Cider Vinegar.  



I went to a Chiropractor. There I discovered that my slightly longer left leg was causing my allergies. 
(insert eye roll)  
 
We have all been through seasons in life where we desperately wanted rescued.   
Where do you need rescued today?  

• Maybe it’s personal.  

• Maybe it’s relational. 

• Maybe it’s the injustices you feel in culture.  

• Maybe it’s spiritual warfare over someone in your family or a friend.  
Let me ask a bigger question.   
Who or what do you think has the power to rescue you?   

• Legislation 

• Money 

• A marriage 

• Losing weight 

• A medication 

• The works of a musician or author 
 
Let’s go to the text. 

The Text:  
The Transfiguration: 
Mark 9:2-9 
2 And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain by 
themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes became radiant, intensely white, as 
no one on earth could bleach them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, and they were 
talking with Jesus. 5 And Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good that we are here. Let us make three tents, 
one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 6 For he did not know what to say, for they were 
terrified. 7 And a cloud overshadowed them, and a voice came out of the cloud, “This is my beloved Son; 
listen to him.” 8 And suddenly, looking around, they no longer saw anyone with them but Jesus only.  
9 And as they were coming down the mountain, he charged them to tell no one what they had seen, until 
the Son of Man had risen from the dead.  
 

• To understand this event you have to understand the Book of Mark.  
o Beginning with some of the earliest of Church historians like Pipias, most believe the 

book of Mark is the chronicled eyewitness of Peter overseen by Paul.  
o Mark is divided into three acts.  

▪ Act 1: The world is amazed by Jesus and his power. The beginning.  
▪ Act 3: How Jesus Becomes King. The end. (These are out of order on purpose.) 
▪ Act 2: The disciples battle with their wrong expectations for Jesus as the 

Messiah.  They had preconceived ideas of what they thought the Messiah 
should do.  

• Peter, like most, thought that being the Messiah meant conquering, 
power, and political victory.  

• It’s this middle act that we find this text.  
 



• Imagine this event. I did a linguistic study through this section of scripture.  It’s so powerful.  In 
the middle of their searching for a Messiah God confirms what “Messiah” will mean.  Jesus, 
Peter, and John head up a mountain.  A thick mist encompasses them as heaven opens. Two 
people appeared with Jesus - Elijah and Moses. Why these two?  

o Elijah represents the prophets.  Powerful leaders that did some amazing things to rally 
God’s people.  

o Moses represents the law.  External boundaries given by God that are to control people.  
o Jesus isn’t seen defeating these but talking alongside them.   
o Then God speaks.  This only happens a few times in the New Testament.  God says, “This 

is my beloved Son; listen to him.” The Greek for “listen” (ἀκούω) often means to 
respond in conformity.  

o Then Moses and Elijah disappear! What remains? The Law or the Prophets? No, Jesus.  
o Jesus didn’t abolish them.  He is the fulfillment of them. (Matthew 5:17-18) 

 

• What is the answer to the deep question of how will we be saved? Will a powerful person come 
and conquer?  Will God show up and drop law that forces obedience?  Not yet.  God says 
(ἀκούω) to conform to the ways of Christ. It’s in this journey that redemption is found.  

Final Thoughts/Next Steps cards: 
Today many of you personally need rescued. 
Many of you know people in need of a rescue.   
 
Let’s go back to the opening question: 
Who will deliver me? 

• Legislation 

• Money 

• A marriage 

• Losing weight 

• A medication 

• The works of a musician or author 
No.  It’s Jesus.  
 
Today we want to take our greatest needs to the only person who can transcendently and fully make all 
things right. Today we want to purposefully take our needs past temporary small bandages to the true 
rescuer of the world.   
 
Take a moment and write out the areas of your life where you could use a touch from God.  
 
Open the alters for prayer.  

References:  
The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Mk 9:2–9). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 
 
The Book of Mark: https://thebibleproject.com/explore/mark/  
 
Logos word study tools for original language work.  

https://thebibleproject.com/explore/mark/
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