
Those People 
The Broken.  
On this planet, no one is too far gone, and no one is done growing.  
Mark 1:21-28 

Welcome Services and those watching online.  

Prayer 
Why I do what I do? 

• I fully believe in Jesus.   

• I love His people.  

• I believe when you accept His sacrificial love and mission your life will completely change.   
 
Pray: 

• That God would still your mind and ignite your heart. 

• That God would make our hearts teachable.  

• That Jesus would become even more beautiful.   

• Pray that I would honor God with the delivery of His word.  

Introduction:  
“Follow Jesus” - it’s all through the New Testament.   
The phrase implies a process.  
For all, even Christians, there is always a next step spiritually.  
I don’t know what yours is, but I believe the Holy Spirit will put it on your heart. 
 
There are a handful of Christian leaders that I really look up to.   
They are all quite a bit older than me. They have lived a lot of life, led well, and seem to really honor 
Christ.  
These are the guys with the worn out, highly marked up leather bound Bibles.   
The fruit of the Spirit pours out of them. I love these guys.   
A few years ago I was talking with one of them and he shared about some marital difficulties as his wife 
was facing serious medical issues.  As he confessed his struggle to maintain a right spirit in it all he said 
God was growing his forbearance.   
I asked him to define the word as he sees it, just so I could know exactly what he meant.   
He described it like this.  "I am learning to respond rightly independent of her ability to reciprocate in 
kind.  And it is hard, and I confess I fail." 
I can’t tell you how odd it was to hear a hero of mine expose a weak spot.  A place of growth.  A place 
where he sins.  
Then it hit me - none of us has fully made it.  Only Jesus is perfect.  
We all can grow.  
 
I want to be clear. I have not “made it” as a Christian.  I am still in process.   
You need to stop assuming that other Christians are perfect. (Slide 1) 
You need to stop pretending to be perfect. (Slide 2) 
We all need to pray, “Father, let your spirit lead me into my next spiritual step.” (Slide 3) 



 
Moreover, No one is too far gone to start this process.  

To the text: 
Jesus Heals a Man with an Unclean Spirit 
21 And they went into Capernaum, and immediately on the Sabbath he entered the synagogue and was 
teaching. 22 And they were astonished at his teaching, for he taught them as one who had authority, 
and not as the scribes. 23 And immediately there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit. 
And he cried out, 24 “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I 
know who you are—the Holy One of God.” 25 But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of 
him!” 26 And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying out with a loud voice, came out of him. 
27 And they were all amazed, so that they questioned among themselves, saying, “What is this? A new 
teaching with authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.” 28 And at once his 
fame spread everywhere throughout all the surrounding region of Galilee.  
 
The Authority of Jesus 

• Jesus enters the synagogue.  Think of the thousands of teachings that had come from that place.  
When Jesus takes the stage it’s clearly at another level.  A true anointing was on him. There 
really is something about spiritual gifting.  
 

• And they were astonished at his doctrine. The meaning of the Evangelists is, that the power of 
the Spirit shone in the preaching of Christ with such brightness, as to extort admiration even 
from irreligious and cold hearers. -John Calvin (Calvin, 2010) 

 

• He taught with direct authority from God and had the power to evoke decisions. -Bible 
Knowledge Commentary (Grassmick, 1985) 
 

• The truest Gospel forces decisions.  The Puritans used to say the same light that melts the ice 
hardens the clay.  

 
The Message of Jesus 

• Jesus comes to the broken and wants to restore them and leave them in a continual state of 
being healed.  
 

• “Casting out demons” is a dominant theme in Mark’s Gospel. An exorcism is the first miracle in 
Mark. And most of the time, translations say Jesus is casting out “evil spirits” but the Greek word 
is not evil but unclean! His call is to make us all clean…so we are welcome into the world of the 
new order. -Dr. Dave Smith (Smith, 2018) 

o Jesus is the remover of what is unclean.  
o What is unclean in you?  

 

• “Mark 5 begins with Jesus casting out a legion of demons; an unclean man (he is a gentile), living 
in an unclean place (other side of the Sea of Galilee), dwelling in the tombs (makes a Jew 
ceremonially unclean), and he is possessed by an unclean spirit (1,000 to be precise). AND THEN 
COMES JESUS! -Dr. Dave Smith (Smith, 2018) 

o In looking at the meta narrative of Mark it’s clear. No one is too far gone.   
 



• “Søren Kierkegaard says, “The normal human ego is built on something besides God. It searches 
for something that will give it a sense of worth, a sense of specialness and a sense of purpose 
and builds itself on that.” -Kierkegaard  

o Even as a Christian, you will spend a lifetime growing more aware of the places your ego 
has led you astray and submitting them to Christ.  

• This leads us to our final thought, and full circle back to our first thought. 
 

Final Thoughts/Next Steps cards: 
Get out your Next Steps cards: 

For all, even Christians, there is always a next step spiritually.  
I don’t know what yours is, but I believe the Holy Spirit will put it on your heart. 
 
There are two words Mark uses to describe Jesus and His teachings.   
Immediately and authority.  (I'm assuming you will explain the relevance of both.) 

• What is the next step you need to take spiritually?  

• Are you willing to make a commitment today to pursue it?  

Prayer: 
Prayer:  
John 13:14-15 NIV 
And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 You may 
ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it. 

• This is often out of context.  It does not mean you say “in the name of Jesus” and get whatever 
you want.  It means what you ask of Christ that aligns with His will and ways he will help bring 
about.  

• Prayer is powerful, and most don’t utilize it.  

• What next step do you need to make? I encourage you to come forward and pray at the altar or 
with someone before you drop your card off.  Let the Gospel “evoke decision” and 
“immediately”obey.  

• God wants His good and perfect will in your life!  
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The Freedom of Self-Forgetfulness 
Timothy Keller 
https://itunes.apple.com/us/book/the-freedom-of-self-forgetfulness/id525106563?mt=11 
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