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Introduction  
Today we start the new year with a series we are calling “those people”. You know who 
I’m talking about right? Those people?  It’s the lady that held up the line at Kroger by 
determining to use the self checkout even though she had an entire cart full of groceries.  
Or it’s the old lady that changed lanes in front of me and then proceeded to drive about 
20 miles an hour below the speed limit all while her left turn signal remained on.  Those 
people.  It’s the two kids behind me that kept talking while I was trying to watch the 
movie or the individual at Qdoba that wiped his nose while he was making my burrito 
bowl. Come on!  This is a series about individuals that annoy us, that are difficult, 
broken, bothersome and weird.  It’s about people we wouldn’t naturally be drawn to and 
wouldn’t naturally associate and yet, “those people” are often the men and the women 
that God uses.  “Those people” are often the very people that Jesus comes to rescue.   
 
You probably remember the verse in Luke 19:10, “the Son of Man came to seek and to 
save who”?  The cool people?  The well-adjusted people?  The beautiful and naturally 
gifted people?  No, the Son of man came to seek and to save the lost. In Mark 2:17 
when Jesus was criticized for hanging out with “those people” he said, “it’s not the 
healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. I have not come to call the righteous, but 
sinners.”  I have come to call the people that others often overlook. I have come for the 
people that are far from God, the emotionally unhealthy people, the average people, the 
common people that nobody else notices. That should give us hope as we begin 2018. 
Not that you are annoying or average or difficult or weird…but…ummm, OK, a few of 
you are for sure!    
 
In 2018, we have decided to follow the Revised Common Lectionary for our sermon 
topics and today I want to ask you to turn to our passage for the morning out of John 
1:35. It is the story of the calling of the very first disciples.  In John, there is no list or 
naming of the twelve disciples.  There is no calling of Matthew.  James isn’t even 
mentioned.  There are no stories about the inner three; Peter, James and John.  Instead, 
this is THE story.  The fifteen verses we will cover today is the extent of the calling of the 
disciples in John.  OK?  And what you will quickly discover is this:  They weren’t rock 
stars.  They weren’t celebrities.  They didn’t have special gifts. Instead, they were some 
of the most average people on the planet.  This is my stock photo of an average guy.  
Why did Jesus choose them?  What did Jesus choose “those people”? Let’s dive in.  
 
John, Andrew, and Peter 
“The next day John was there again with two of his disciples.  When he saw Jesus 
passing by, he said, “Look, the Lamb of God!” When the two disciples heard him say 
this, they followed Jesus.  Turning around, Jesus saw them following and asked, “what 
do you want?” They said, “Rabbi” (which means “Teacher”), “where are you staying?” 
“Come,” he replied, “and you will see.”  So, they went and saw where he was staying, 
and they spent that day with him. It was about four in the afternoon” John 1:35-39. 
 



John the Baptist has quite a growing group of disciples and in this story two of them are 
mentioned, Andrew and more than likely John, the author of this book.  Jesus suddenly 
passes by and John exclaims, “Look fellas, the Lamb of God”.  Go get him boys… and 
they take off after Jesus tracking his every step.  Just then as they begin to close in on 
him, Jesus turns around.  Have you ever played the game red light, green light as a kid?  
That’s kind of what I’m picturing in my mind’s eye. Jesus turns around “red light” and 
they freeze and he asks them a question, “What do you want?”  I wish there were voice 
inflexions given in the Bible but I doubt he says it this way, “whaddyawant!!” Instead, he 
penetrates to their heart and asks them to verbalize exactly what they are looking for.  
They respond, “Rabbi, where are You staying?” Translation, “where you go, I’ll go.  
Where you stay, I’ll stay.  Where you move, I’ll move.  I will follow you”.  Andrew, John 
and Chris Tomlin if you know that song.  Jesus says, “Come and see”.  So. They. Went.  
 
Let’s keep reading.   
 
“Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one of the two who heard what John had said 
and who had followed Jesus.  The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon 
and tell him, “We have found the Messiah” (that is, the Christ).  And he brought him to 
Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of John. You will be called 
Cephas” (which, when translated, is Peter)” John 1:40-42.  
 
Andrew wastes no time and immediately finds his brother Simon and brings him to 
Jesus.  “Hey Jesus, I want to introduce you to someone. This is my brother Simon.  
What do you think?”  The Bible says, “Jesus looked at him”.  It’s amazing what Jesus can 
gather about a person from a simple look.  When we look at people what do we see?  We 
see the exterior.  We see hair color, clothing styles, whether they carry themselves well, 
their dialect, their skin color, their facial hair.  We see “those people”.  But when Jesus 
looked at Simon, he looked much, much deeper.  He looked and he saw Simon’s past, 
present, and even his future.  He saw his hopes, insecurities, and dreams. He saw who 
he could become and then Jesus made a bold statement. He says, “you are Simon son of 
John and you will be called Cephas or Peter”.  He renames him. Do you think that made 
an impression on Simon? Jesus sees who Peter will one day become.  This is not just one 
of “those people” this is Peter which when translated means “the Rock”.  This is you 
right now Simon (show fisherman).  But this is who you will one day become.  The Rock!  
 
Jesus sees deeper.  Jesus sees who you can one day become NOT because you have 
human potential or natural gifts and abilities but because God is powerful. The same 
was true when he changed Abram’s name to Abraham, Sarai to Sarah and Jacob to 
Israel. God is in the business of taking “those people” and changing their destiny. This is 
God potential.  Peter wasn’t chosen because he was gifted, he was chosen because he 
was surrendered to Jesus. Let’s keep reading.  
 
Philip and Nathanael 
“The next day Jesus decided to leave for Galilee. Finding Philip, he said to him, “Follow 
me.” Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from the town of Bethsaida.” John 1:43-44  
 



Andrew, Peter and more than likely John are from the same stomping grounds back 
home in Bethsaida.  They all went to the same high school, home of the Bethsaida 
Bobcats and they tell Jesus, “ayo Jesus, what about our boy Philip?  Have you met him? 
I bet he would join our crew if we asked”.  The next day Jesus goes to the town and they 
find Philip and here we have the only person in John that Jesus specifically calls.  He’s 
the only person Jesus physically approaches to say, “follow me”!  Wow!  Philip must 
have been quite impressive, right?!  Philip must have made the Who’s Who list in Galilee 
right?!  He’s probably intelligent and sharp, right?!   
 
No. What’s interesting is that Matthew, Mark and Luke have no original stories of 
Philip.  He’s not even worth mentioning according to them.  Furthermore, the other 
stories of Philip that John writes give the picture of a guy that’s in over his head. When 
asked in John 6 to figure out a plan to buy bread for the crowd Philip answers (act 
exasperated) “It would take more than half a year’s wages to buy enough bread for 
each one to have a bite!” John 6:7. When Jesus tells the disciples he is going to the 
Father to prepare a place for them Philip says, (act confused) “Lord, show us the Father 
and that will be enough for us.” Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even 
after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the 
Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? John 14:6-9 
 
I could go on.  Philip is always portrayed in Scripture as either confused or in over his 
head but Jesus sees deeper.  Yes, like Simon and like the rest he is a work in progress 
but he knows who he will become. Follow me!  And lo and behold, Philip not only 
follows Jesus but like Andrew, he brings someone else to the Savior. A guy named 
Nathanael.  Notice what has happened here.  John goes with Andrew, Andrew tells 
Simon, Andrew and Peter more than likely tell Jesus about Philip and then Philip finds 
Nathanael. These disciples, “those average, ordinary people” all have one thing in 
common.  They follow Jesus and they tell others about Jesus.  
 
“Philip found Nathanael and told him, “We have found the one Moses wrote about in 
the Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of 
Joseph.” “Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?” Nathanael asked. “Come 
and see,” said Philip. When Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, he said of him, “Here 
truly is an Israelite in whom there is no deceit.” “How do you know me?” Nathanael 
asked.  Jesus answered, “I saw you while you were still under the fig tree before Philip 
called you.” John 1:45-48 
 
I’m not sure about you, but when I read this I’m like, “What just happened?”  Jesus sees 
Nathanael before Philip even calls him.  Jesus knows Nathanael.  He knows he is under 
the fig tree meditating, reading the Scriptures and he knows what he is reading and why 
he is reading it. The context of Jesus’ words causes scholars to think that perhaps he is 
reading and meditating on Jacob, the deceiver, perhaps from Genesis 28 and so when 
Jesus first sees Nathanael and says, “Look, a true Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” 
it stops him in his tracks. He has not yet met Jesus or seen Jesus and yet, Jesus looks in 
Nathanael’s soul and assesses his true character.  It’s the reason Nathanael 
enthusiastically responds, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the king of Israel” 
John 1:49. 



 
The Touch of the Master’s Hand 
Our Lord chose “those people” to be His disciples. John?  John would later be described 
as “the disciple whom Jesus loved” but when he called him he wasn’t anything special. 
Andrew?  Jesus simply said, “come and see” and he went.  Simon?  Jesus looked at him 
and knew he was destined to become “the rock”, a powerful man of God. Philip? Philip 
wasn’t anything special, but Jesus knew he was the right man for the task.  Nathanael? 
Jesus had his eye on him before Philip had even called him.  
 

One of the verses that has always struck me about Peter and John in the Book of Acts is 
“When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, 
ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that these men had been with 
Jesus” Acts 4:13. 
 
Why did Jesus choose those people?  To illustrate the power of God. The disciples aren’t 
the point.  It’s Jesus.  They took note that these men had been with Jesus.  Jesus doesn’t 
need special people, talented people, gifted people, perfect people. Unschooled, ordinary 
men.  That’s who they were.  Nothing special, nothing amazing.  But when surrendered 
to the master. Wow!  Have you ever heard this poem?  
 
Twas battered and scarred and the auctioneer 
Thought it scarcely worth his while 
To waste much time on the old violin 
But held it up with a smile. 
"What am I bidden, good folks," he cried, 
"Who'll start the bidding for me? 
 
A dollar, a dollar then two! Only two? 
Two dollars and who'll make it three. 
Three dollars once. Three dollars twice. 
Going for three but no.  
From the room, far back, a gray-haired man 
Came forward and pick up the bow. 
 
Then wiping the dust from the old violin 
And tightening the loosened strings 
He played a melody pure and sweet 
As a caroling angel sings. 
The music ceased, and the auctioneer 
With a voice that was quiet and low 
Said, "What am I bid for the old violin?" 
And he held it up with the bow. 
 
A thousand dollars, and who'll make it two. 
Two thousand and who'll make it three. 
Three thousand once three thousand twice  
And going and gone," said he. 



The people cheered but some of them cried 
We do not quite understand. 
What changed its worth? Swift came the reply 
The touch of the master's hand. 
 
And many a man with life out of tune 
And battered and scarred with sin. 
Is auctioned cheap to the thoughtless crowd 
Much like the old violin. 
A mess of pottage, a glass of wine, 
A game and he travels on. 
He's "going" once, and "going" twice 
He's going and almost gone. 
 
But the Master comes and the foolish crowd 
Never can quite understand 
The worth of a soul and change that's wrought 
By the touch of the Master's hand. 
 
Conclusion 
If you came in here today thinking you needed to be extraordinarily gifted, amazingly 
talented, or above average to be used by God, you’re wrong.  In fact, those things can 
sometimes stand in the way of you following God.  People like that tend to rely on their 
own strength.  But instead, God uses the humble, the broken, the weird people, even the 
average, common people to change the world.  He did it with the Twelve and He will do 
it with you.  It reminds me of this passage, 
 
“Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you 
were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble 
birth.  But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the 
weak things of the world to shame the strong.  God chose the lowly things of this world 
and the despised things—and the things that are not—to nullify the things that are, so 
that no one may boast before him.  It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, 
who has become for us wisdom from God—that is, our righteousness, holiness and 
redemption. Therefore, as it is written: “Let the one who boasts boast in the Lord”  
1 Cor. 1:26-31. 
 
Whether in the mirror or on the street, you might see a Simon, but Jesus sees Cephas, 
the Rock! Perhaps there is a Nathanael in your life that seems far from God “Can 
anything good come from Nazareth”?  Instead of writing him off as one of “those people” 
like Philip you should say, “come and see”.   
 
Let’s stop looking at ourselves and others as “those people” based on our flaws, external 
features, average qualities, emotional instabilities and appearance and instead, 
prophetically, let’s remind ourselves and others of who we can one day become through 
Christ. You know what is most important?  You know what “those people” need the 
most?  It’s not more gifts, abilities, strength and social skills. That they need is a touch 



from the master’s hand.  They need an encounter with Jesus.  Jesus doesn’t ask us for a 
resume when he calls us.  He doesn’t look at our talents and gifts to see if we would be 
qualified enough to be his disciples.  Instead, he makes simple statements.  “Come and 
see” and “Follow me”.  So, let me ask you today.  Who needs a special touch from God?  
Who would say, I feel like one of those “average, common” people but I would love it if 
someone would just pray over me and pray that even so, God would use me?  I know it 
takes boldness to get out of your seat and come forward for prayer, but listen, why 
wouldn’t you?  Why wouldn’t you want someone to pray over you?  Why wouldn’t you 
want to have a fresh encounter from Christ today?  I pray you would come.   
 
 


