
Those People 
A meta instruction on Epiphany  
Week 1: The weird/series introduction  

Media notes: 
• Green on the screen.  

o Break bullet points and numbers into different slides.  

• The missionary interview will need two stools and an additional microphone.  

Series Introduction 
(About 5 minutes)  

Key Verse:  
Galatians 3:28 
There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one 
in Christ Jesus. 
 
The series “Those People” is based on a very ancient central teaching in Christianity.  One that has 
historically been identified and celebrated using the term Epiphany.   
So, what is Epiphany? 
Epiphany, also Theophany, or Three Kings' Day, is a Christian feast day that celebrates the revelation of 
God incarnate as Jesus Christ. In Western Christianity, the feast commemorates principally the visit of the 
Magi to the Christ child, and thus Jesus' physical manifestation to the Gentiles. -Wikipedia 
 

• It is the awareness that Christianity is not an inward people group but an external movement. 
(Matthew 28:18-20) 

• It is the knowledge that we are called to go, as Christ commanded, to those who are not of our 
people group. (The book of Acts)  

• We as Christians are the engine God wants to use to bring about the beautiful human mosaic 
that heaven will ultimately be. (Revelation 7:9) 

 
Main Idea: 
When we think of the kingdom we think homogeneously. The truth is Christ came for all and we are 
called to take the good news to all.  Do you make room for outsiders in your life?  

Start with the end in mind: 
Grab your next steps card.  As the Spirit speaks to you take notes. 
Let me pray for you.   
“Father, let your spirit make tender our hearts, open our eyes, and strengthen our resolve to make 
manifest your ways to the world you have placed us in.”  

Sermon Introduction 
(About 10 minutes)  

She was a single abandoned mom and we had no place for her in our ministry.  



  
I will never forget the night.  I had worked hard to build an awesome ministry focused on young adults.  
Honestly, we succeeded in that we were as social as a pub, as cool as a club and absolutely the place you 
wanted to be.  From the stage lights to the "type" of people that were there we were really becoming a 
popular place to come and hang out.  We even stated the right things in our mission, vision, and values.  
We even tried to word them in "for" statements instead of the unpopular negative "against" 
statements.  This was back when social media was flooded with powerful blogs and spoken word videos 
that condemned all the negativity in church. 
So,  

• We were for the city.   

• We were for the lost.   

• We were for justice.   

• We were for those in need.  
I was loving ministry, asked to speak at conferences and living the ministry high life. I was certain we 
were doing ministry well.   
 
Only…we weren't.   
 
A poor abandoned single mom shattered my view of successful ministry.  
 
It didn't take long to realize I had no place for people like her.  In a group of hundreds of Christian young 
adults, she didn’t fit anywhere.  The small groups she joined became awkward because she would 
emotionally break down.  The services now had little kids present and for a whole bunch of reasons she 
couldn't go on all our fun trips.   
After a service one night she approached me with a very humble and broken heart.  It’s easy to dismiss 
the unteachable jerks.  This wasn’t her and it was her kindness that grabbed my heart.  She desperately 
needed friendship and support and the very place she should get it literally couldn't support it.  
See,  

• We were for the city… as long as it was the cool people from the flats who were actually 
suburban kids relocated. We would go serve in a soup kitchen but we didn't really want those 
people to be in our small groups or worship in our services.  

• We were for the lost… as long as lost was a disenfranchised relocated suburban kid that was 
well educated.  

• We were for justice… vocally yes, but tangibly only from a distance.  We were very vocal about 
justice of wealth and equality, but I noticed very little real generosity when we were trying to 
take on a project as a group.  Often, I had to subsidize projects out of the budget… that was 
ironically covered by the older folks whom they often talked bad about.  
 
We often joke about the financial resources of “DINKS” (double income, no kid families) yet 
there in front of me were three or four income households, often high earning young adults, 
living together and still very few were truly giving of significance to help those in need in the 
programs THEY helped develop.  The veil of hypocrisy was torn down that night and I could see 
how truly unfaithful we had been to the actual Gospel.  
 

That night I decided to break my version of successful ministry.  It happened first in my heart, then in the 
construction of the ministry.  I knew we must make space for those that are truly in need.  
 



Question to reflect on: 
Have you arranged your life to intentionally make space for those in need? 

To the Text: 
(About 5 minutes)  

This begs a great question for us as we study the Bible.  
How does one do this?  
Make preparing your heart a commitment.  

• By committing to gather together as believers. 1 Timothy 4:13; Hebrews 10:24-25 
o Hebrews 10:24-25 

And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, 
25 not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging 
one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.  

• By studying the word of God. Hebrews 4:12-13; 2 Timothy 3:16-17 
o 2 Timothy 3:16-17  

All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training 
in righteousness, 17 so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every 
good work.  

• By living the instructions of the Bible out. James 4:17; James 1:22-25 
o James 1:22-25 

22 Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. 
23 Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like someone who 
looks at his face in a mirror 24 and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately 
forgets what he looks like. 25 But whoever looks intently into the perfect law that gives 
freedom, and continues in it—not forgetting what they have heard, but doing it—they 
will be blessed in what they do.  

 
I want to divide the last part of the service up into three phases: 

1. We will interview one of our missionaries.  
2. We will take one last look at a peculiar text.  
3. We will take communion.  

James Winn Interview:  
(Approximately 5 to 7 minutes to answer three questions.)  

1. Tell us where you are at and what you are involved in?  
2. What had to happen inside of you before you were willing to give everything to people who are 

very different than you?  
3. As a global missionary what would you say to us local missionaries?  

Next Steps cards: 
(About 3 to 5 minutes)  

Pray over the congregation: 
“Father, let your spirit make tender our hearts, open our eyes, and strengthen our resolve to make 
manifest your ways to the world you have placed us in.”  
 



There is a peculiar verse in the Old Testament:  
Leviticus 23:22  
When you reap the harvest of your land, do not reap to the very edges of your field or gather the 
gleanings of your harvest. Leave them for the poor and for the foreigner residing among you. I am the 
Lord your God. 
  
Christ centered philanthropy isn't just a good idea, it's a God idea.  It is an obedience issue to make 
margin in your time, talent, and treasure to help expand the good news of Jesus into places it is needed.    
 
I am going to ask two questions and I want you to answer the second on your Next Steps card: 

• Have you arranged your life to intentionally make space for those in need? 

• Holy Spirit what are you placing in my heart? 
 

Resources: 
Epiphany definition: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epiphany_(holiday) Last accessed January 4, 2018 
 
The New International Version. (2011). Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epiphany_(holiday)
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