
The Way of Love 

Week 3: Love does not envy or boast. Mike Colaw 

Announcements: 

Push the Podcast: We are using the podcast to answer questions from the sermon. Here is what 

we covered last week: 

• Why does culture not like love as defined by the Bible? 

• As a parent/grandparent how do I counter the culture’s definition of love with the 

Biblical definition of love? 

• I have friends that know what I believe and know that I care. They strongly disagree with 

me. What’s next? 

Quick Review: 

We are on a journey to uncover what the Bible means when it talks about love. Though there is 

some overlap, our modern use of the term doesn’t exactly line up with meaning in the Bible.  

If God is love and the greatest in an exhaustive list of virtues, we better know what love means. 

(1 Jn. 4:16; 1 Cor. 13).  

The definition of love has spiritual warfare all over it. There is nothing Satan would like more 

than for you to interpret love in a way that isn’t actually the love of God.  

I want you to know what it means to love your neighbor and yourself well. (Lk 10:27) I want you 

to understand what loving God actually looks like. (Mk. 12:30) I even want you to know what it 

means to love your enemy. (Mat. 5:44) 

Here is our text for the series: 

1 Corinthians 13:4–8: Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not 

proud. 5 It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no 

record of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always 

protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 8 Love never fails. 

Today we will study the idea that Biblical love does not “envy or boast.”  

Opening Illustration: 

The National Museum of American History has an interesting documentary on the tuning fork.1 

For a long time it was used as a central tone to tune an orchestra. However, in the 19th century 

it became used for standardizing vibration, timing, and was even used in medicine. Tuning forks 

helped us find the speed of light and calm the mind. All of nature is looking for something to 

 
1 Introduction to Tuning Forks. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=arP0Jq35dws Last accessed September 14, 
2022 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=arP0Jq35dws


align with, to reference. Have you ever heard a group singing and one person is off key? It’s ear 

piercing. I have been told there are some people for which it can even be painful?! That’s crazy. 

We are built to want things to be harmonious. We want to find harmony in our music, art, 

emotions, biology, nature, and even relationships.   

For harmony to exist you must desire the effect of what we can make over what I can make 

alone. Harmony requires first submission to an objective marker.  

A Theology to know: 

The sad story of humanity (The Fall) is one of perfect harmony into dissonance. The first lie of 

the deceiver in the Biblical narrative is basically, “I can be a better conductor than God.” 

In Christian theology: 

We are made from perfect harmony (the Trinity) to participate in making harmony. The reason 

God can be perfect love is because God is a perfect family. The Trinity is the perfect harmonious 

tuning fork for everything in this universe to follow. Theological term to consider; Perichoresis.  

Pursuing love is a pursuit of harmony; ultimate love is ultimate harmony. 

To the Text:  

1 Corinthians 13:4b Love: 4 “does not envy, it does not boast.”2 

Envy: Refers to the intense desire to advance at the disadvantage of someone else. Those who 

are jealous resent the success of others. 

• Think competition, beating out others. Being louder, stronger, faster, better, more 

famous.  

• Think feeling superior to those around you.  

• Think, I deserve.  

• Think entitlement.  

Boast Refers to the desire to obtain adoration or acknowledgment from others by explaining to 

others your own self-worth (usually without them asking to know about it).3 

• Think bragging. 

• Think one upmanship.  

• Think wanting to sound smarter, stronger, favored.  

• Think justifying away others success.  

C.S. Lewis believed pride is the source of boasting and envy. Listen to what he has to say.  

 
2 The New International Version (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2011), 1 Co 13:4. 
3 John D. Barry et al., Faithlife Study Bible (Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press, 2012, 2016), 1 Co 13:4. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/niv2011?ref=BibleNIV.1Co13.4&off=0&ctx=e%2c+I+gain+nothing.+%0a~4%C2%A0Love+is+patient%2c%EF%BB%BFv
https://ref.ly/logosres/fsb?ref=Bible.1Co13.4&off=7&ctx=r+his+cause.%0a13:4+++~Refers+to+the+intens


Pride gets no pleasure out of having something, only out of having more of it than the next 

man. We say that people are proud of being rich, or clever, or good-looking, but they are not. 

They are proud of being richer, or cleverer, or better-looking than others. If everyone else 

became equally rich, or clever, or good-looking there would be nothing to be proud about. It is 

the comparison that makes you proud: the pleasure of being above the rest. Once the element 

of competition has gone, pride has gone.  - C.S. Lewis4 

A pursuit of harmony is impossible without others. A group of people who are envious and 

proud can’t work together very well and their work will not be an enjoyment.  

The Deceiver is going to try to shift love in your heart from “care for” to “consume.”  
• Money will shift from a tool for harmony to a tool to consume, hoard and show off.  

• Showing off God’s favor on you should look like helping others. Just like it did 
with Jesus.  

• Sex will shift from a mechanism to participate in deep intimacy to a tool for mere 
gratification.  

• Friendships will shift from a place of safety to a place of superficial posturing.  
• Leadership will turn staff into tools for gaining more significance, power, and money.   

  

Remember our opening theology.  

The Trinity is the perfect harmony. We are trying to tune everything to that.  

I heard an atheist say at one point that the God of the Bible sounds like a needy old lady, always 

asking for attention. No, my friends. God is the perfect conductor working to attune our 

dissonance back into harmony. He is the only one who can say, “everyone look to me” and it 

tunes everything properly.  

We are not trying to tune the world to us. Envy and boasting do two things.  

1) To envy and boast are to bring dissonance to our hearts. To want something over 

another instead of for others is out of tune with heaven. God is the only being who can 

say, “everyone look at me” and it actually brings everlasting harmony.  Even if we get 

what we want, taking at the cost of others leaves our hearts in dissonance with the 

primary everlasting song.  

2) To envy and boast impede our ability to help others attune to God. Christians are 

supposed to be harmony makers placed by God into a world of dissonance. You are 

placed by God into places of disharmony precisely for the purpose of helping make 

harmony.  

Final Thoughts: 
 
What do you do with the disharmony, the dissonance you experience in the world? 

 
4 Lewis, C. S.. Mere Christianity (C.S. Lewis Signature Classics) (p. 122). HarperCollins. Kindle Edition. 



 
1. Evaluate the condition of your own heart. Is it your own pride and envy that is causing 

dissonance in your spirit? (A sin tainted heart will often assume this isn’t it.)  
2. Evaluate the condition of the world around you. Is it the pride and envy of others 

causing the dissonance you are experiencing? (A sin tainted heart will often assume it’s 
only this.)  

3. Look to the instruction of Jesus to His followers. Attunement always begins with 
humility.  
 

Christian love does whatever it takes to pursue harmony between God and man. Christian love 
rejects pride and superiority and embodies a charity that clearly points to God.  


