
The Way of Love 

Week 2: Love is patient, love is kind.  

Mike Colaw 

Mike’s Moments: 

Push the Podcast. We are using the podcast to answer questions from the sermon. Here is what we 

covered last week: 

• How do you love someone who isn’t living a life you approve of?  

• What does it look like to love yourself well? 

• What does it look/feel like to experience love? 

Quick Review: 

If God is love and all that abide in love abide in God, we better know what love means (1 Jn. 4:16).  

If love is the greatest of an exhaustive list of virtues in the Bible, we better know what loving others 

actually looks like (1 Cor. 13).  

The definition of love has spiritual warfare all over it. There is nothing Satan would like more than for 

you to interpret love in a way that isn’t actually the nature or heart of God.  

There is a war over what love means.  

We are in week number two of a series designed to define love. I want you to know what it means to 

love your neighbor and yourself well (Lk 10:27). I want to understand what loving God actually looks like 

in daily living (Mk. 12:30). I even want you to know what it looks like to love your enemy (Mat. 5:44).  

Opening Illustration: 

 

There are many of you who have been hurt by a false form of love. I want to pause and be 

aware of that. You are not alone. In fact, many during the time of Jesus would have felt that too.  

 The years leading up to the formation of the ancient Greco-Roman world were chaos. Tribalism 

has devastated people groups. Murder, famine, rape, pillaging, poverty, and fear were a way of life. In 

27 BC Caesar Augustus, founder of the Roman principate, established what we now call Pax Romana 

(Latin for "Roman Peace"). The way he silenced all the civil chaos was through a form of peace that 

many have used before him but few have been able to wield at the same level.1 

He killed all foreigners who questioned him.  

He litigated, punished and starved out any of his own who pushed back.  

Pax Romana (Roman peace) wasn’t a sharing of common love. It was sharing of a common fear.  

 
1 Pax Romana, Wikipedia: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pax_Romana Last accessed September 7, 2022 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pax_Romana


This idea of peace and power was woven through society. From the Greco-Roman gods to the emperors, 

to even the family structure; peace, power, honor and even love were experienced through fear and 

overpowering voices Rome didn’t like.  

History shows many who have tried this way of making peace, but it never lasts.  

From heathen violent ancient Mesopotamian kings to Genghis Khan and Adolf Hitler, you can be 

incredibly powerful, take what you want, be feared by many, and it always creates a wake of misery and 

destruction for others and eventually, yourself.2 

Even our modern fiction literature shows our distaste of this kind of peace. Think of the endless list of 

dystopian works: 

Nineteen Eight-Four by George Orwell, Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury, The Handmaid’s Tale by 

Margaret Atwood, The Road by Cormac McCarthy, Brave New World by Aldus Huxley, Blindness by Jose 

Saramago, A Clockwork Orange by Anthony Burgess, Never Let Me Go by Kazuo Ishiguro, The Time 

Machine by H.G. Wells, The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins, The Giver by Lois Lowry, The Stand, by 

Stephen King, Lord of the Flies by William Golding, Ready Player One by Ernest Cline 

It was in this type of dystopian geopolitical context that Paul writes these words.  

To the Text:  

1 Corinthians 13:4 4 Love is patient, love is kind3 

Can you imagine a Roman soldier, politician, impoverished immigrant, abused wife, sex slave or 

homeless leper hearing this? It was radically countercultural to think of love as working to the benefit of 

others rather than having them merely submit.   

The opening idea was simply this. Real love works to win hearts.   

Here is how I would say it. Love is doing good unto another independent of their ability to reciprocate.  

We want to win hearts, not just arguments, political power, or civil majority.  

I can hear the rebuttals now.  

But pastor Mike, shouldn’t we take power over people like violent criminals? Yes, we should. This world 

is complicated and sometimes loving others requires stopping some. However, forgetting the prime 

objective of love while interacting with others is forgetting the nature of God.  

Remember how Jesus came. He didn’t come to enslave us. We were already enslaved to sin! He came to 

win our hearts.   

From prisons to parliamentary halls, from the school yard to the back yard, we want to win hearts and 

do so by helping people see what is the ultimate good for them.  

 
2 Hart-Davis, Adam. 2015. History : The Definitive Visual Guide : From the Dawn of Civilization to the Present Day. 
New York, New York: Dorling Kindersley Limited, A Penguin Random House Company. 
3 The New International Version (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2011), 1 Co 13:4. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/niv2011?ref=BibleNIV.1Co13.4&off=0&ctx=e%2c+I+gain+nothing.+%0a~4%C2%A0Love+is+patient%2c%EF%BB%BFv


Final Thoughts:  

To Christian leaders, to those that are intelligent, powerful, have influence, money, and physical 

strength…  

1 Peter 5:2-4 

Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, watching over them—not because you must, but 

because you are willing, as God wants you to be; not pursuing dishonest gain, but eager to serve; 3 not 

lording it over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock. 4 And when the Chief Shepherd 

appears, you will receive the crown of glory that will never fade away.4 

Real love is first patient and kind, it is a winning of hearts.  

Alright, I get it pastor Mike. Love is a winning of hearts not a beating them up.  

What are we winning them to? We start that journey next week!  

 
4The New International Version (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2011), 1 Pe 5:2–4. 
 


