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Early on in my ministry I had two events happen back-to-back that confused me. First, there was 

a young mother that came into my office. She emotionally told me that her husband was going to leave 

her for another woman. She was very surprised by this and extremely heart broken. Eventually the news 

became public. As it spread over social media the general consensus was that he was a jerk and if he 

loved her he would be faithful. Not long after that there was a husband who came to the church and 

shared that his wife was going to leave their family for another woman. As the news of this began to 

spread publicly the response was very different. Some were celebrating her and challenging him to 

support her, if he loved her.1 

Wait… the general story was similar but what was generally accepted as “loving” was not.   

Words change. Most often it’s the slow progress of language. Sometimes it can be nefarious, as 

demonstrated in the book 1984 by George Orwell. Here are a few examples.  

Naughty: Long ago, if you were naughty, you had naught or nothing. Then it came to mean evil 

or immoral, and now you are just badly behaved.  

Flirt: Some 500 years ago, flirting was flicking something away or flicking open a fan or 

otherwise making a brisk or jerky motion. Now it involves playing with people’s emotions 

(sometimes it may feel like your heart is getting jerked around in the process).  

Senile: Senile used to refer simply to anything related to old age, so you could have senile 

maturity. Now it refers specifically to those suffering from senile dementia. 

Meat: Have you ever wondered about the expression “meat and drink”? It comes from an older 

meaning of the word meat that refers to food in general — solid food of a variety of kinds (not 

just animal flesh), as opposed to drink.2 

Sometimes words lose their meaning when you are translating languages. For example, let’s look at 

Matthew 5:28-30.  

But I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lustful intent has already 

committed adultery with her in his heart. 29 If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out 

and throw it away. For it is better that you lose one of your members than that your 

whole body be thrown into hell. 30 And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and 

 
1 Thought the general story is true I purposefully changed some key details to protect the individuals in this 
illustration. Confidentiality is extremely important to me.  
2 https://ideas.ted.com/20-words-that-once-meant-something-very-different/ 



throw it away. For it is better that you lose one of your members than that your whole 

body go into hell. 3  

The word for “looks” means to deeply stare at and possibly figure out a way to act.4  This isn’t a 

merely noticing someone is attractive. Moreover, the phrases “right eye” and “right hand” refer to what 

you take in and what you do. If this was truly just about cutting off the organ attached to sexual activity, 

Jesus forgot the most significant part. In other words, “right now, do away with things that are poisoning 

your heart and causing you to act sinfully.” I don’t want to minimize this. Jesus makes a big deal of 

rightly applied desire! For many of you what you need to “cut off” is your cell phone. It’s poisoning your 

mind and causing you to do sinful things.  

Words matter! Understanding what the Bible intended to say when it uses a word is extremely 

important to understanding the heart of God. For instance, let’s look at the word love. 

• What does it actually mean to love your neighbor as yourself? Luke 10:27 

• Moreover, what does loving yourself well actually look like? Luke 10:27 

• What does it actually mean to love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind and 

strength? Mark 12:30 

• If love is the “greatest” of an exhaustive list of virtues in 1 Corinthians 13, we better know what 

the Bible means when it says “love.”   

• What does it actually mean to love your enemy? Matthew 5:44 

As best as I can tell, love defined by modern culture most often means permission. Usually, culture 

seems to think what’s most loving is most permissive. If you tell someone they are wrong or refuse to 

support them, it’s unloving or even abusive. This makes the fulfillment of individual desires (or 

appetites) the prime definer of what is right and good, and the implication is we all must support this. 

Think of Jack Sparrow’s compass from Pirates of the Caribbean, the one that points to what you 

really want. The only difference is everyone has this compass and if anyone else’s journey to fulfill their 

heart’s desire (compass) interferes with your journey, you can call them an abusive bigot. 

If love is practiced by giving open permission and abuse by practice is inhibiting another’s desire, every 

permission given (love) will eventually inhibit another person’s desire (abuse). Love by practice is abuse 

in modern culture. Love is abusive in this modern “Orwellian” world.   

The dad who falls in love with another woman sets his love free at the abuse of the family he leaves 

behind. Who should we celebrate? Who is abused? 

The mom who embraces a new sexuality causes deep pain to the child and husband she walks away 

from. Who should we celebrate? Who is abused? 

Today we begin a journey discovering what the word “love” means when it is used in the Bible.  

Here is the crazy catch. There is some truth to all of this. Love does include some level of permission. 

Even in the perfect Garden of Eden there was a Tree they were free to eat from. And we all know writing 

 
3 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2016), Mt 5:28–30. 

4 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zypiSvHduPw 

https://ref.ly/logosres/esv?ref=BibleESV.Mt5.28&off=3&ctx=ommit+adultery.%E2%80%99+28%C2%A0~But+I+say+to+you+tha


a note to ourselves that says “l love you” isn’t nearly as meaningful as someone who chooses to love us 

by choice. Love also can be painful; think of the cross.  

Over the next few months, the more conservative among us will find that love requires a freedom, a 

freedom of choice they would prefer to reject, and the liberal among us will discover that love will cost 

them way more freedom than they would like to give.  

Series Structure:  

1. Our scripture for the next 10 weeks will be 1 Corinthians 13:4-8a.  

Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It does not insist 

on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices 

with the truth. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love 

never ends.5 

Prepare for it. We will spend nearly 10 weeks in just a few verses.  

2. It will be a compare and contrast approach, modern and ancient. The prime energy will be on 

understanding the ancient understanding of the word.  

3. Consider attending regularly for the next 10 weeks. Each week builds off the prior. I know there 

are a lot of things you could do with your time. I would encourage you to consider making this a 

priority for a few weeks.  

4. Ask questions. We will do a podcast the Tuesday following the Sunday services trying to answer 

them. On your podcast app search for the “Made for More” podcast. If you have questions 

throughout the series, please consider writing them on one of the next steps cards and turning 

them in at the end of service.  

Final thoughts: 

I have only done day hikes on the Appalachian Trail. However, I had a friend share with me once that 

multi week hikes can be an emotional purging. He shared about how in days 7 to 10 of being 

disconnected, you can often find yourself thinking of random things and really sitting in the emotion of 

them. It’s crazy how I would cry over a lost loved one or wrestle with my disappointments. After you do 

this for a few days you begin to look up at the world around you in a new way. The mountains and 

valleys become new and better when your mind and heart are decluttered.  

Let me begin with the end in mind. The ancient Hebrew people had a word many of you may know, 

“shalom.” It isn’t merely the lack of conflict, it’s being filled up with good things. Over the next number 

of months we will find Love, as defined by the Bible is about being truly made whole. At times it is a 

purging and filling. In the end it’s you made complete.  

I am doing this series not to shame our modern world, but to offer a better one.  

 

 

 

 
5 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2016), 1 Co 13:4–8. 


