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Mike’s Moments: 

• It’s great to be back! I can’t wait to share with you what God has laid on my heart for 
this next year. Helping plant a church, launching new ministries, taking on racial 
reconciliation, dealing with cultural identity issues, exploring God’s plan for the family, 
breaking addictions, learning to rest well, and becoming even more obsessed with Jesus.  

• I also want to thank all those that spoke this last month. They walked well through the 
Beatitudes. I count it an honor to give a 10,000 foot overview to close the series out.  

 
Opening Illustration: 
 

Jesus is always talking about the Kingdom of Heaven or the Kingdom of God. We are 
supposed to be of God’s kingdom living in man’s kingdom.  
 

Imagine living as a US Ambassador in Cuba right now. Rioting in the streets, political 
chaos, incredible amounts of economic disparity. The rich are really rich and the poor are very 
poor. We think people in the U.S. dislike the U.S., but they don't dislike it enough to set off to 
sea en masse just praying they land somewhere else. For them the very real risk of death is 
greater than the life they currently have. Imagine being an Ambassador there. You may care a 
lot about what happens but independent of how things turn out this isn't your country. You are 
representing another country. Your identity isn't Cuba, though everyday of your life you 
interact with Cubans and love them.  

 
See… As Christians we are not only learning about Jesus, we are learning how to be 
Ambassadors.  
  
Here is an important question to ask while learning about being a good Ambassador.  
 
Who is Jesus talking to and what is their story?  
We aren’t only focusing on the words of Jesus but ears that they were originally meant for.  
 
Who is Jesus talking to? 
Sick people. People who are very poor. People who survive one day at a time. People who have 
little hope. What we would call very low-income day laborers. Poor people that often dislike 
each other and detest the nation that allowed them to be socioeconomically together.  
 
With these ears in mind listen to the words from Matthew 5:1-12 again.  



  
To the Text: 
Matthew 5:1-12 ESV 
Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples came to 
him. And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 
Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst 
for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive 
mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. Blessed are the peacemakers, for 
they shall be called sons of God. Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you 
and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your 
reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 
 

• Remember who is hearing these words: sick people, people who are very poor, people 
who survive day to day, people who have little hope, what we would call very low-
income day laborers, people that hate each other and hate the empire that placed them 
together socioeconomically.  

 
• Now I also want you to remember who this is for at a larger level. The Roman Empire in 

which they live values wealth, power, high social status, promiscuity and gluttony with 
appetites. They see the blessings Jesus listed as worthless.  

  
• Jesus not only tells the ones with nothing who are hurting that they are blessed, he also 

teaches them the attributes the pain their poverty has produced are actually a blessing. 
Jesus turns the idea of value on its head. It truly is an upside-down kingdom.  
 

• Right now in our congregation there are people who have recently lost jobs, are 
struggling financially, feeling shame because they have to ask for help, and those that 
have been mistreated because of their faith. Jesus says you’re blessed because you lost 
your job. It’s actually a blessing that you know what it’s like to live check to check. It’s 
good for your soul that you must ask people for help. Being made fun of for your faith 
makes you stronger.  

  
• Do you see the offensive or even "risqué" contradiction of the idea of blessing? The 

blessing is for the ones who aren't seen as blessed. The ones with no power, wealth or 
even health. The Roman-despised personality traits their difficulties produced are not 
limiters but liberation. All this upside-down blessing is preparing their hearts to receive 
the real kingdom of God.  

  
Final Thoughts: 
 
This last week I joined Leslie for a dinner/gathering where we focused on spiritual renewal. 
Leslie is beginning a post grad certificate focusing on Christian-centered counseling. The plan 



was to go with no children. For various reasons that fell through and we ended up bringing the 
baby. The baby… to a meeting where we would have quiet times of deep reflection and practice 
a little solitude in prayer. I took the lead. I told Leslie I’ll take care of the baby. You know what 
it’s like to try to reflectively read a long passage of scripture multiple times in a room where we 
are supposed to be silent… with a baby? I didn’t get through the passage once. Julia would grab 
the paper out of my hand or start cooing. More than once she tried to eat my Bible verse.  
  
As my frustration was kicking in I looked at the scripture and the word “family” stood out. 
That’s all I got was one word. God whispered in my soul to look at my daughter. She giggled and 
reached for my face. In my “distraction” I am finding new and deeper places of God’s grace and 
new understanding of His love. My “distraction” is not a limiter but liberation. My “distraction” 
is preparing my heart for the kingdom of God.  
 
Can you see it? In light of historical context, the Beatitudes become a glorious map that shows 
not only the way to the kingdom but how the kingdom can be pursued from any starting point.  
 
Question to ponder:  
What distraction or hardship do you need to place at the feet of Jesus? What confusing purpose 
do you need to give to God?  


