
Intro 

• Andy Riemersma 

• Awaken & Youth 

o 8 students baptized 

o 1 younger student accept Christ 

o Several students leading groups or being called to ministry 

 

Ekklesia Series 

• We talked about Paul‘s humility and dying to our own preferences for the sake 

of the Kingdom 

• Mike led a panel of the purpose of the worship service with Josh and Elisa 

• We discussed that were not created to spectate, but to participate in the work of 

the Church 

• We touched on the fact that in the church were created to protect the culture of 

the church 

• Today: I want to talk about what it means to be "SENT" 

 

• The title for today’s message is “Don’t Miss the Harvest" 

o If you are a believer, I don’t want to guilt you today, I want to inspire 

you and make you aware of the INCREDIBLE opportunity we have to 

be evangelists and missionaries sent all around the city and state! 

o If you are a nonbeliever, I want to welcome you into this conversation, 

and I pray that God would reveal himself through this text and through 

my words! 

 

Pray 

• Pray for specific names, faces to come to our minds 

 

Read the text: Luke 10:1-20 

 

• 1) Evangelism is not a gift for some, it’s a call for all 

o Let me bring some more context: 

▪ In Luke 9, Jesus just sent out the 12 for the first time 



 
 

▪ This time, Jesus sends out the 72 

▪ We don’t know exactly who was in the 72… 

▪ We see the 12 being sent out, and we’re like, okay they 

were the apostles so they were supposed to do that… 

but then we see the 72 sent out and we’re like wait… is that 

for US today??? 

▪ One commentator said, he believed the names are not listed 

because this is a call for EVERY reader. We are supposed 

to find ourselves in this anonymous story of 72 people 

being SENT. 

o The moment I say the word “evangelism” there’s usually 2 things that 

comes to the average believer’s mind 

▪ 1) Billy Graham or another televangelist giving the good news 

and everyone else watched 

▪ 2) Extremely charismatic people walking through the streets who 

are “called to the office of evangelism” and we all watch 

YouTube videos of them doing it 
 

o Taylor: we need to DE-GIFTIFY the practice of evangelism 
 

o Re-state: evangelism is not a gift for some, it’s a call for all 

 

Story? 

• Ben Jones? My high school friends? Someone else? Revialist in England? 

 

• 2) There is no harvest if there’s no urgency 

o Back to the text: verses 13-15 

 

o Although it’s not popular to talk about or preach about, there will be a 

judgment 



▪ We can walk around in denial acting like there will be this 

“neutral” place people will go after they die but we're only 

kidding ourselves. 

▪ The truth is: every single person we rub shoulders with is going to 

1 of 2 places: heaven or hell 

 

o (Now let me preface, I am not a fire and brimstone type of believer, but 

if we don’t talk about this, we are living in DENIAL. Plain and simple.) 

 

o Matthew 9:35-38 

▪ 35 Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their 

synagogues, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and 

healing every disease and sickness. 36 When he saw the crowds, 

he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and 

helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37 Then he said to his 

disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. 38 

Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his 

harvest field.” 

 

o Why did Matthew include the fact that Jesus looked upon the crowds 

with compassion? 

▪ Because God wanted His people to catch the same urgency He has 

for his lost children 

▪ The moment you understand what’s on the line, it changes the 

way you see every single encounter with someone 

 
 

o Every great movement of evangelism begins with a burden, a spirit of 

urgency 

 

o If your heart does not break that someone you know could be going to 

hell, there is something off.  



▪ If your heart does not ache at the idea that someone else is 

miserable because they do not know the joy you contain, there is 

something wrong! 

 

o Stepping out and potentially looking like a fool becomes the only option 

when you know the other person could be spending the rest of their 

eternity in torment 

 

o My question for everyone today is this: are you AWARE of what’s on 

the line? Does your heart break for those that don’t know Christ as Lord? 

▪ (If not, let’s pause… God would you break our heart. Would you 

burden our spirits with URGENCY) 

 

o Re-state: there is no harvest if there’s no urgency 

 

Story about me and Ben at lunch 

• I was truly worried he would cut off our friendship 

• 3) We must value others eternal destination > our reputation 

o So knowing what’s on the line, we have to ask the question: what gets in 

the way? 

▪ More times than not, it’s our fear of man 

 

o Right before we step out, and have that bold conversation, we hear 

thoughts go through our head like: 

▪ “What will this stranger think of me if I approach them out of the 

blue?" 

▪ “My brother is going to cut me out of his life forever if I bring up 

Jesus in our conversation" 

▪ “I’m sure my friend group is going to think I’m trying to show off 

or think I’m so weird if I witness to our waiter abruptly”... 

 



o Honest question: do I value what he will think of me for the next 10 

years more than where he will spend eternity? 

▪ I know it may sound extreme, but seriously, this is the decision! 

 

o These thoughts paralyze us and prevent us from doing ANYTHING ^ 

▪ So what’s the answer? How do we move past this? We become 

children... 

o Back to the text: verses 21-23 

o You will only see the harvest when you begin to see the world as a child 

 

o STORY OF LEANZA TINY TUNES 

▪ None of them care about what this looks like... 

▪ Audrey: All she cared about was that the other kids in the 

group understood what the teacher was saying 

 

o Children are the most innocent people in the world 

o Children are not worried about their linked-in profile, or their rating 

online as a professor, or their Facebook profile 

o Mike Schultz 

▪ “Because children have abounding vitality, because they are in 

spirit fierce and free, therefore they want things repeated and 

unchanged. They always say, "Do it again"; and the grown-up 

person does it again until he is nearly dead. For grown-up people 

are not strong enough to exult in monotony. But perhaps God is 

strong enough to exult in monotony. It is possible that God says 

every morning, "Do it again" to the sun; and every evening, "Do it 

again" to the moon. It may not be automatic necessity that makes 

all daisies alike; it may be that God makes every daisy separately, 

but has never got tired of making them. It may be that He has 

the eternal appetite of infancy; for we have sinned and grown 

old, and our Father is younger than we.” 

▪ - GK Chesterton 



o Here’s the thing: In evangelism, social and cultural barriers are often 

being crossed 

▪ People WILL think you are weird. People WILL look at you 

funny. People will think you have no concept of personal space! 

▪ It will feel awkward 

 

o (PAUSE… With everything going on with Covid, I’m not saying get all 

up close and start breathing on everyone, please use wisdom 

and courtesy) 

o "Acknowledge the awkwardness” 

▪ Say it with me: "Acknowledge the awkwardness” 

▪ Turn to your neighbor: "Acknowledge the awkwardness” 

▪ Say it to the person behind you: "Acknowledge the awkwardness” 

o Do this in conversation!!! 

 

o Re-state: We must value others’ eternal destination over our own 

reputation 

 

(INVITE WORSHIP TEAM BACK UP) 
 

• 4) Faithfulness > Fruitfulness 

o Back to the text: verses 2-3 

o Back to the text: verse 16 

 

o When Jesus explains this call to his disciples, He’s basically saying, 

expect this experience of evangelism to be difficult! It will not be easy. 

You are GOING to get pushback. Not you might, or maybe, but YOU 

WILL get pushback. 

 

o 1 Corinthians 3:5-9 



▪ 5 What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? Only 

servants,through whom you came to believe—as the Lord has 

assigned to each his task. 6 I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, 

but God has been making it grow. 7 So neither the one who plants 

nor the one who waters is anything, but only God, who makes 

things grow. 8 The one who plants and the one who waters have 

one purpose, and they will each be rewarded according to their 

own labor. 9 For we are co-workers in God’s service; you are 

God’s field, God’s building. 

o Knowing this, we have to ask: Lord, am I the planter, waterer, or 

harvester in this specific situation or relationship? 

 
 

o  It will look different depending what type of relationship it is! 

▪ A) Family/friends 

▪ B) Co-workers 

▪ C) Complete stranger 

 

▪ This is MONUMENTAL to understand, because you will be 

rejected! You will have people that get upset at you. 

▪ You need to know where you are on their timeline... 

 

o Story of lady at the gas station: “Why are you talking to me”? 

 

o We let the moments or idea of rejection convince us that our faithfulness 

was/will be worthless. 

▪ If you have approached a stranger to talk to them about Jesus and 

they were annoyed and rebuked you, you planted a seed! 

▪ If you talked to one of your best friends about Jesus again and 

they’ve been to church multiple times and heard the Gospel but 

they’re still not interested, you watered the seed! 

o Praying for the guy’s back: “You are the 2nd person to ask me that in the 

past 2 weeks!" 



▪ One of the things I usually do after an encounter (good or bad): I 

get in my car, and I pray for other laborers 

 

o Here’s the question many of us are asking: "Where do I start?" 

▪ If we’re telling you, “you are SENT!” But you don’t know how to 

start a conversation with a non-believer, we have an issue! 

So… Here’s a simple start: 

 

o “How can I pray for you?" 

▪ You’re out to dinner: You ask the waitress, how can my family 

and I pray for you? 

▪ You’re at the cash register: how can I be praying for you during 

this Covid time? 

▪ You’re at finish line trying on some shoes: how can I be praying 

for you? 
 

o I kid you not, I cannot COUNT how many times I have asked this 

question and someone starts pouring out their testimony and their 

problems out, and you can share Jesus with them!!! 

 
 

o Every moment you cross paths with someone is an opportunity for 

divine encounter 

 
 

o What we see is an interruption may be DIVINE INTERVENTION 

o let me say that again^ 

 

• RESPONSE 

o Don’t Miss the Harvest!!! Don’t miss it! 

▪ Covid window: People are asking BIG QUESTIONS. 

▪ Don’t miss the harvest! 



 
 

o “Can you picture the distress of a farmer when he sees his fields golden 

with harvest, and there are no servants to gather that harvest in? It was 

such an agony that filled the heart of Jesus as He looked out on His 

harvest field”  

▪ - Morrison 

 

o May we be like Isaiah who says, Lord, here am I, SEND ME!!! 

o Think of those names, faces again that we prayed for at the beginning... 

 

o Next step cards 

▪ Believers 

▪ Write the person’s name down? 

▪ Non-believers 

▪ Gospel & Salvation! 

 

 

• Core group - sign up???? 

o January 24-February 28 

 


