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Opening: 

Many of you may not know this but I was once a worship leader. I even helped lead chapel 

services at my alma mater Oklahoma Wesleyan University. Late one evening we cleared out the 

student lounge, created a very God honoring intimate environment and led our fellow students 

into a time of worship. It was a great night. For a number of hours, we sang, prayed, confessed 

struggled, and even cried together. It truly was one of my favorite nights of worship. I remember 

being extremely excited to bring this type of worship to the local church. Little did I know the 

sample set matters a lot. A room full of spiritually on fire ministry students and the nursing 

students who want to marry them make for very fertile ground for that kind of experience.  They 

already knew the songs really well, they were already very serious Christians and shared so 

many other similarities even the little social cues were easily managed. This would not be the 

churches I would lead worship in. I would have people of all ages, varying levels of seriousness 

concerning faith, and even people from different ethnic and socioeconomic backgrounds with 

different expectations on what worship should look like. I used to think good worship, a good 

church was really fragile.  

Then I thought about the cross, one of the greatest moments of worship in human history. Think 

about the crucifixion. A torture device covered in blood, urine and feces stood in the center. 

Think about the smell of rotting and dying bodies. Think about the screams of those watching. 

Think of the profane language of the Roman soldiers.  

This was not a very worshipful moment and yet it is one of the greatest moments of worship in 

human history.  

It isn’t that worship is fragile, it’s that my preferences are very fragile and our ego is easily 

offended.  

Real worship is stronger than even the hardest and most difficult situations in history.  

The church isn’t a place of entertainment. It’s not about your preferences.  

The church isn’t a building. It is a group of believers gathering anywhere to grow and prepare to 

scatter back out.  

The church is a place where the kingdom of God culture is learned so that you might reproduce it 

in your sphere of influence.  

There is no such thing as a church member that only observes, you must participate.  

The church is a place filled with flawed people who receive the charity of God and offer it to 

others.  

The church doesn’t hide away from the world, it works to show the love of Jesus to it.  

The church and the worship that happens in it exists to make disciples that make disciples.  

 

To the Text: 

1 Corinthians 15:1-11 

15 Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you received, in 

which you stand, 2 and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to 

you—unless you believed in vain.  
3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in 

accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in 



accordance with the Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6 Then he 

appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though 

some have fallen asleep. 7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8 Last of all, as to 

one untimely born, he appeared also to me. 9 For I am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be 

called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 10 But by the grace of God I am what I 

am, and his grace toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them, 

though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. 11 Whether then it was I or they, so we 

preach and so you believed. 1 

 

• This is a letter from the Apostle Paul to a church that in some ways has lost its way. 

Corinth was a major port city that connected to the world. It was a missional hot spot for 

Paul. After he started the church, word came back to him that the Church in Corinth had 

lost its way. 2 

 

o The church was splitting over preferences in leadership and worship style.  

o Worldly values of sexuality, money, bodies and food started seeping into 

Christian community.  

o The church started compartmentalizing their faith. “I can be a Christian and a…”  

o Some people thought the purpose of Christian gatherings was about intense 

spiritual experiences while others struggled with it.  

o They disagreed on some core theologies concerning the resurrection.  

o In all of these differences Paul says, “remember the cross” and practice the 

charitable love of Jesus. 1 Corinthians chapters 13-15.  

 

Final thoughts: 

Think about the cross.  

One of the greatest moments of worship in human history. Think about the crucifixion. A torture 

device covered in blood, urine and feces stood in the center. Think about the smell of rotting and 

dying bodies. Think about the screams of those watching on. Think of the profane language of 

the Roman soldiers.  

 

It isn’t that worship is fragile, it’s that our preferences are very fragile and our egos are easily 

offended.  

 

The center of the Church is the work of Jesus. The center of the Church is to receive the love of 

Jesus and offer it to others. In every place of offense remember the cross. In every place of 

preference remember the cross. Everything is about the work and ways of Jesus. We learn it and 

practice it with each other in the church.  
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