
Spiritual Leadership 
Week 9: Peter – Spiritual leaders admit fault and get up again.  
 
Media Notes: 

• Text highlighted in green goes on the screen.  

• Worship leaders take the stage with blue.  
 
Announcements: 

• Thank you for your patience with the multiple service and video use.  

• I am going to pop into different services as I am able.  
 
Quick Review/Series Big Idea: 

• We are always a sheep and a shepherd. Spiritual leadership is about embracing both 
roles. Our darkest days are when we skirt our responsibility, we should have been good 
shepherds, or when we are too arrogant to receive correction, we should have been a 
good sheep. Timothy Liniak makes the case that the whole Bible is about sheep and 
shepherds.1  Everyone is both.  

o Pause and think for a moment.  
▪ Is there something in your political party that is sinful? 
▪ Is there something in the other political party you could learn from? 

 
 

Illustration: 
 
C.S. Lewis was a patriot. He fought in World War 1 and lived through World War 2. He had seen 
first hand the atrocities of war. He also loved His country. The food, the landscape, the people. 
He deeply enjoyed them.  
After observing the atrocities of war, in his writing The Four Loves2 he asks an interesting 
question. 
I am going to make it modern but keep the main idea.  
 
How is it that a country can come to the place where they justify, even turn a blind eye to those 
that are putting Jews in gas chambers, taking Africans as slaves, purging society of those with 
Down’s Syndrome, euthanizing the elderly, or aborting babies by the millions?  
 
When societies and people groups deify their past they can justify any future. A people group 
that deifies or venerates its politics will produce demons. They will turn a blind eye to atrocities, 
see them as necessary or even a right.  
 

 
1 Laniak, Timothy S.. Shepherds After My Own Heart (New Studies in Biblical Theology) InterVarsity Press. Kindle 
Edition. 
2 Lewis, C. S. 1960. The four loves. 



The only way out of this is humility. One must admit their politics are not god and continually 
lay their personal and national actions before the cross.  
 
True spiritual leaders must admit their failures and continually realign with Christ.  
 
To the text: 
Today we look at the last flawed leader.  
We jump to the New Testament and take a look at Peter before we move to Jesus next week.  
Peter has always been brave and loyal to Christ. He has often been willing to stand up against 
some of the strongest in Rome. He would go toe to toe with people that could have had him 
killed. Yet, here in the little unexpected tests he fails.  
The mighty Peter failed in courage under the scrutiny of a servant girl. It’s interesting how we 
fail Christ. Sometimes we do well in the big ways and our pride trips us up in the little things.  

• It’s the Christian who belittles or makes fun of a non-believer. You can have the right 
goal, the right truth and still end up dishonoring Christ.  

 
“Then a servant girl, seeing him as he sat in the light and looking closely at him, said, ‘This man 
also was with him.’ But he denied it, saying, ‘Woman, I do not know him.’” 
Luke 22:56-57 ESV 
 
Peter leaves his position and goes back to his old life. In all of his efforts, courage, passion and 
tenacity he still ended up failing. So, he quit.  
We pick up the next section of scripture where Jesus comes to him and reinstate his future as a 
Church leader.  
 
John 21:15–17 (ESV): When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son 
of John, do you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love 
you.” He said to him, “Feed my lambs.” 16 He said to him a second time, “Simon, son of John, 
do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to him, “Tend 
my sheep.” 17 He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” Peter was 
grieved because he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” and he said to him, “Lord, you 
know everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep.” 
 

•  Peter was passionate, courageous, committed to Christ and loved the Kingdom of God. 
Yet, he still failed. You will too. It’s what you do with your failures that matters.   
 
Let’s look at failure from three perspectives: 
 

o From the perspective of Peter: When confronted by Christ He “runs” (he actually 
swam) to Jesus as fast as he could.  

▪ You must trust Christ with your shame.  
 

o From the perspective of the Church: How we respond to people that have failed 
us is really important.  



▪ We must love people as Christ did.  
 

o From the perspective of Jesus: Peter feels like he failed the mission. Jesus 
basically says, you haven’t started yet. Jesus sees your potential. Notice the 
recentering is heart out. It’s love of Christ that will cause other paths to align. 
Will you trust him?  

▪ Salvation begins with loving Jesus and rededication begins with loving 
Jesus.  

▪ The more we love Jesus – his teachings, his life and his kingdom – the 
more our actions naturally align rightly.  

 
 

(Invite worship leader to platform) 
 

Final Thoughts: 
True spiritual leaders must admit their failures and continually realign with Christ.  
 
Let me go back to the opening question. The one spurred by Lewis.  
  
How is it that a country can come to the place where they justify, even turn a blind eye to those 
that are putting Jews in gas chambers, taking Africans as slaves, purging society of those with 
Down’s syndrome, euthanizing the elderly, or aborting babies by the millions?  
 
When societies and people groups deify their past they can justify any future. A people group 
that deifies or venerates its politics will produce demons. They will turn a blind eye to atrocities, 
see them as necessary or even a right.  
 
The only way out of this is humility. One must admit their politics are not god and continually 
lay their personal and national actions before the cross.  
 
True spiritual leaders must admit their failures and continually realign with Christ.  
 
Next Steps: (Living room, car, in the room with us here.)  
• Today if this message was for you and you feel God moving in your heart, I simply want 

you to raise your hand or stand up. I want to pray for you.  
• Pray. 
• Worship leader does the next step cards.  

 
Table Talk: 
• Share what God is doing in your heart. (Inward)  
• Share whose heart God placed on yours. (Outward)  
• Pray together over these.  
• (Do a soft dismissal. If you are at the table still talking, go ahead and finish up.)  


