
Spiritual Leadership 
Week 4: Job, Spiritual Leaders are Humble 
 
Media Notes: 

• Ask the church to pray (off line) for me as I prepare to speak at IWU.  

• Text highlighted in green goes on the screen.  
 
Quick Review/Series Big Idea: 

• We are always a sheep and a shepherd. Spiritual leadership is about embracing both 
roles. Our darkest days are when we skirt our responsibility, we should have been good 
shepherds, or when we are too arrogant to receive correction, we should have been a 
good sheep. Timothy Liniak makes the case that the whole Bible is about sheep and 
shepherds.1  Everyone is both.  
 

Illustration: 
In the book Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix, Harry goes through a really difficult 
situation. He is under attack, depressed and desperate. His loving mentor Albus Dumbledore 
gives him a clear and simple instruction: wait and rest. Harry is beyond frustrated and while 
venting a past professor interrupts him.  
 

“’You know,’ said Phineas Nigellus, even more loudly than Harry, ‘this is precisely why I 
loathed being a teacher! Young people are so infernally convinced that they are 
absolutely right about everything. Has it not occurred to you, my poor puffed-up 
popinjay, that there might be an excellent reason why the headmaster of Hogwarts is 
not confiding every tiny detail of his plans to you? Have you never paused, while feeling 
hard-done-by, to note that following Dumbledore’s orders has never yet led you into 
harm? No. No, like all young people, you are quite sure that you alone feel and think, 
you alone recognize danger, you alone are the only one clever enough to realize what 
the Dark Lord may be planning . . .’” 2 
― J.K. Rowling, Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix 

 
We need intellectual humility.  
Here is what I mean by intellectual humility.  
The Oxford Evolutionary Anthropologist Justin Barrett and Edingurgh University’s Ian Church 
identify two primary requirements for intellectual humility: “low concern for status” and 
“limitations-owning.” 3  Here is the problem – we live in a time where there is “social pressure 
to always appear like you are right.” 4 
 

 
1 Laniak, Timothy S.. Shepherds After My Own Heart (New Studies in Biblical Theology) InterVarsity Press. Kindle 
Edition. 
2  J.K. Rowling, Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix 
3 Justin Barrett, Ian M. Church Intellectual Humility; https://philpapers.org/rec/CHUIH 
4 John Templeton Foundation, Intellectual Humility; https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MW7ItaybXCY 



The enemy has assembled two weapons for modern man to wield against learning. 
1) Social pressure to make assertions rather than seek understanding. 5 
2) Convince people that having their ideas challenged is physical abuse. 6 

 
To the text: 
Job: Probably the earliest written book in the Bible, he was a passionate follower of God in 
whom God blessed with health, wealth and prosperity. In a strange divine deal to test his faith 
God allows Satan to destroy almost everything. After about 40 chapters of Job wrestling with 
his situation he loses it and vents to God. We pick up where God begins to respond.  
 
Job 40:1–8 
The Lord said to job: 
2 “Will the one who contends with the Almighty correct him?  
Let him who accuses God answer him!”  
3 Then Job answered the Lord:  
4 “I am unworthy—how can I reply to you?  
I put my hand over my mouth.  
5 I spoke once, but I have no answer—  
twice, but I will say no more.”  
6 Then the Lord spoke to Job out of the storm:  
7 “Brace yourself like a man;  
I will question you,  
and you shall answer me.  
8 Would you discredit my justice?  
Would you condemn me to justify yourself?” 7 
 

• How does God respond to Job? God shows him a “movie” of the universe. He takes him 
to mighty acts of creation and his control over nations and people groups. He shows him 
majestic creatures, the leviathan and behemoth.  

o God replies with questions. Job 40:7 (NIV): 7 “Brace yourself like a man; I will 
question you, and you shall answer me.  

o Job comes to God adamant that he has a right to know. God basically says, “you 
can’t understand.” Job 40:4 The Hebrew term qalal means “to be light, 
insignificant.” 

o Job never gets his answer, God just makes it clear that he literally doesn’t have 
the capacity to understand what is taking place. There is only trust.  

 
Final Thoughts: 

• Arrogance is a powerful poison. It makes one blind, all while believing he can see clearly. 
Real spiritual leadership is humility before God.   

 
5 The Advantage by Patrick Lencioni  
6 Crucial Conversations by Kerry Patterson and Joseph Grenny 
7 The New International Version. (2011). (Job 40:1–8). Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/niv2011?ref=BibleNIV.Job40.1&off=0&ctx=40+~The+Lord+said+to+Job:%EF%BB%BFa+%0a2%C2%A0%E2%80%9CWill+the+


 
Where is Jesus in this?  

• Jesus is the sum of God’s heart. In him we learn not only God’s power but passion. In 
Him we find limitless power and limitless love. He sat aside his rightful status to display 
love and reconcile us to God. Real humility is bowing your head to Christ, who happens 
to be the only one who has the right to lift it back up.  
 

Illustration: 
There is Harry Potter, pacing around moping about how the very one who does understand 
won’t do what he says. There is Job, letting God have it, demanding explanation for His crimes 
(Job 40:8).  Here you are today…in what area do you need to bow your head and humbly walk 
before God?  
 
Next Steps: (Living room, car, in the room with us here.)  
• Today if this message was for you and you feel God moving in your heart I simply want 

you to raise your hand or stand up. I want to pray for you.  
• Pray. 
• Josh does the next step cards.  

 
Table Talk: 
• Share what God is doing in your heart. (Inward)  
• Share whose heart God placed on yours. (Outward)  
• Pray together over these.  
• (Do a soft dismissal. If you are at the table still talking go ahead and finish up.)  

 
 


