
Spiritual Leadership 
Week 1: Don’t disqualify what God has qualified.  
 
Media Notes: 

• Picture of Mike in about 7th grade in the opening illustration.  

• Text highlighted in green goes on the screen.  
 

Opening: 
It was about 7th grade. Here, I have a picture.  
I remember being at a Christian conference with my family and the speaker preached on a call 
to ministry. I responded. I may not clearly remember the year, but I remember the emotion of 
the moment well. I first felt reluctant. After a little more super Jesus music my heart was 
“strangely warmed” as John Wesley would say, so I got up and made my way to the front. In an 
emotionally charged moment I said yes to the call of God. Yes, I would be a pastor.  
What happened over the next few years?  
I worked to disqualify myself.  
It started with a shift in what had my attention. I became very aware of wanting to be accepted 
by my peers.  
I started hanging with the “wrong crowd” and everything started to unravel. I started working 
to disqualify myself. It happened when I tried drugs for the first time. When I became physical 
in my dating relationships. When I got into a fist fight on stage at a youth camp. When I found 
out I was dyslexic. When I battled with anxiety. When I realize public speaking made me really 
nervous. All it took was a few adolescent years and I knew I wasn’t qualified.  
Even when I started college, I planned on doing exercise science and ultimately medicine 
because I didn’t really feel qualified for ministry.  
I disqualified myself.  
 
To the text: 
Let’s go to one of the darkest days in King David’s life. The day the prophet Nathan called him 
out for murder, lust, infidelity and lying.  
 
David sins with Bathsheba 
2 Samuel 12:1a;9 
1 And the Lord sent Nathan to David… 

9 Why have you despised the word of the Lord, to do what is evil in his sight? You have struck 
down Uriah the Hittite with the sword and have taken his wife to be your wife and have killed 
him with the sword of the Ammonites.1 
 
Let me introduce you to a theological term; omniscient. Omniscient: All knowing. As Christians 
we believe that God is Omniscient. Like the author of a book knows the story before the reader 
or characters in it, He knows our story.  

 
1 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (2 Sa 12:1; 9). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/esv?ref=BibleESV.2Sa12.1


 
Omniscient God knew this day would come when he orchestrated this event in David’s life.  
 
David called into ministry. 
1 Samuel 16:11–13 
And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and get him, for we will not sit down till he comes here.” 12 And 
he sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy and had beautiful eyes and was handsome. And 
the Lord said, “Arise, anoint him, for this is he.” 13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil and 
anointed him in the midst of his brothers. And the Spirit of the Lord rushed upon David from 
that day forward. And Samuel rose up and went to Ramah. 2 
 

• This sequence teaches a few important things about God. 
1. He has not abandoned people. Even bad people.  

“At the heart of God is the desire to give and to forgive… The usual notion of 
what Jesus did on the cross runs something like this: people were so bad and so 
mean and God was so angry with them that he could not forgive them unless 
somebody big enough took the rap for the whole lot of them. Nothing could be 
further from the truth. Love, not anger, brought Jesus to the cross.” -Richard 
Foster 3 
 

2. God doesn’t just save us from sin, he mobilizes us for a mission.  
Theologian Howard Stone says, “Sinfulness is a condition rather than an 
infraction.” 4 Sin is not only being at moral odds with God, it means going absent 
without leave (AWOL) from your calling. God doesn’t just want you saved He 
wants you back on mission. The implication is we are active rather than passive 
agents, moving towards a relationship with God and His mission or turning away 
from it. 
 

3. We are always sheep and shepherd. Timothy Liniak makes the case that the 
whole Bible is about sheep and shepherds.5  Everyone should be both. The 
darkest days for us, like the examples in the Bible, are when we skirt our 
responsibility or when we are too arrogant to receive correction.  
 

 
Final Thoughts: 
There I was as a teenager, working to disqualify myself. It started with a shift in what had my 
attention. I became very aware of wanting to be accepted by my peers.  
I tried drugs for the first time.  
I became too physical in my dating relationships. 

 
2 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (1 Sa 16:11–13). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 
3 Foster, Richard J.. Celebration of Discipline, Special Anniversary Edition (p. 143). HarperOne. Kindle Edition. 
4 Stone, Howard W.. How to Think Theologically (p. 87). Fortress Press. Kindle Edition. 
5 Laniak, Timothy S.. Shepherds After My Own Heart (New Studies in Biblical Theology) InterVarsity Press. Kindle 
Edition. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/esv?ref=BibleESV.1Sa16.11&off=143&ctx=eeping+%E2%80%A2the+sheep.%E2%80%9D+~And+Samuel+said+to+J


I became angry and started getting into fights.  
I found out I was dyslexic.  
I battled with anxiety.  
I was disqualified for the mission God called me to.  
Yet, God knew all my failures and through my whole story wrote a calling into it.  
Here is the truth. I had disqualified what God had already called and qualified. God already 
knew my imperfections and future failures when he whispered in my ear as a young man, 
“You’re mine. I have a mission for you.”  
 
There are people listening today who have disqualified what God has called. God still has to 
work on you, hold you accountable and grow you up, but He has a mission for you.  
 
You are called.  
 
Table Talk: 
 (Practice discernment and taking spiritual initiative.)  

• Someone at your table (or living room, etc) take leadership. (Go ahead and identify that 
person.) 

• Is God prompting you to grow as a sheep or "shepherd?"   

• What spiritual step do you need to take? 


