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33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to 

you as well. 34 Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about 

itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own. 

 

PRAY—hard time to live out don’t worry about tomorrow, seek the kingdom, but also a 

VITAL time. Ask for HS’s help in prayer and how important it is.  

 

Introduce: AJ Wilk I am one of the pastors on staff and I get to lead Awaken our college and 
young adult ministry, and I am the mobilization pastor if you are looking to take a next step in 
your faith and learn what it means to ‘live sent’. My wife Michaela and I love being part of this 
Trinity Church family, and would love to connect this summer!  
 
 
 
Sermon series overview and debrief: Into your heart! The importance of God’s Word in our 
personal lives and as we navigate culture as a whole. Ask for the Holy Spirit’s help as we read 
the word… not just hear but live it. Word without Spirit dry up, Spirit without Word blow up, 
but Word with Spirit you grow up. The Word of God cannot actually make its way into our 
hearts without the Holy Spirit giving us the understanding and openness to receive the truth of 
Scripture.  
 
The person of the Holy Spirit and the truth of God’s word are not meant to be separated. 
 
We’ve also learned CONTEXT matters! As great as memorizing one verse is, pastor Mike and 
Cathy have been showing us how rich and deep our faith can be if we read Scripture in it’s 
originally intended context. 
 
For Matthew 6 the context is the Sermon on the Mount—reset of what the Kingdom is like.  
 
The Sermon on the Mount gives us picture of what heaven on earth looks like. 
 
(ohh my goodness we need more heaven on earth. We need more Jesus, we need more 
righteousness) 
 
And also what it doesn’t look like.  
 



People from every context and background were on that mountain  
 
The common thread in all of them was curiosity that there might be more. Some came for more 
human insight, others came for more healing and bodily function, even others came for more of 
God and to learn about him. This expectation was fueled by human longing that has been in 
place since we were separated from God in the Garden of Eden. A longing that there must be 
MORE to this life…. Sickness, brokenness, human fragility, and limited knowledge can’t be all 
there can be?? Can it? How does this man have power over the brokenness of this world? 
 
Roman soldiers building their own empires, literally.  
Single moms desperate for a way to feed her kids the next day.  
Gentile who wants to know what God is like and has felt excluded for his whole life. 
 
He doesn’t focus on every specific issue from food to power dynamics instead what does Jesus 
focus on the most?—being hungry and thirsty, seeking first himself. His ways, and 
righteousness, his kingdom.  
  
This kind of teaching and invitation to all sparked people to say this: 
Ch 7 
 
28 When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed at his 

teaching, 29 because he taught as one who had authority, and not as their teachers of 

the law. 

 

He has authority to do what no other rabbi or teacher of the law has been able to do: actually 
bring heaven to earth. Create a new kingdom—one that is eternal. 
 
I’m amazed. Don’t you want to be part of that???  
 
How? Jesus taught in parables, and today we use illustrations to make Scripture more clear. 
 
 
 
Illustration: OPEN hands to receive a gift v. hands holding on to something you already have. 
 
Kingdom values: eternal, others-centered, (love, eternal, present (not focused on tomorrow or 
defined by my past) and generous) 
 
Seek first is statement of priority not of exclusivity  
 
We prepare for every contingency: aware v. anxiety  
 



32 For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you 

need them all. 

 
 
God wants us to be aware of our needs. He is in fact aware of our needs and loves to provide 
for us. What God doesn’t want is us be anxiously fixated on how we can fix all our problems. 
 
Hold things in this life loosely – we don’t own anything or anyone, but we are stewards of what 
God has given us.  
 
His kingdom, his righteousness, the rest will be GIVEN to us  
 
They are God’s 
(this is a contradiction of values in our culture) 
 
Reiterate OPEN HANDS metaphor 
 
Literary context—prayer, fasting, giving to the needy is a ‘seek first life’ and that CULMINATES 
in how we don’t worry  
 
Rightly ordered treasures bring a peace that surpasses understanding 
 
Eternal and Generous are the big rocks—radical, abundance, faith, laughable, foolish  
 
 
It’s a breeze to seek first the kingdom when we don’t have to  
It’s easy to not worry when our tomorrow is clear  
 
Miriam’s story: righteousness and holiness isn’t fun to talk about, but it should be. 
 
 
Have to questions, v. can I questions? Have to v. get to  
 
How free can you get? How generous can you get? How purposeful can you get?  
How much could your life advance the Kingdom of God? 
 
  
When you SEE the kingdom you want it! 
 
 
God’s people do this:  
You do this! 
 
THIS IS THE BEST LIFE ☺  



Kingdom stories: -- (as I read this, let the Spirit bring to mind ways that you might today, this 
week or this year seek the kingdom first)  
 
 Families taking in kids who don’t have homes, new car story (I wish I could be a brother like 
that), giving away cars. Giving away so much money that 50 kids have been rescued from sex 
trafficking by our church alone, inviting neighbors and others over for meals and connection, 
Katie Uganda, praying for a ridiculous amount of time morning and evening, praying outside of 
a police station, Jenna and Emma--praying from 8am to noon every day, Scripture: royal official 
begging Jesus to heal, Daniel choosing to pray and honor God’s ways in a foreign land 
 
-Generosity is a staple of kingdom life. Others focused even when it doesn’t make sense.  
 
-Prayer is the language of love. We talk to God and he talks to us as he moves our hearts to 
action as he brings heaven to earth.  
 
-Presence to what God wants to do today.  
 
ALL of this seeking first Christ and his kingdom is a Prophetic Witness to the world  
 
Hear me clearly: The pressure to move the kingdom forward isn’t on us. The pressure is on God, 
the participation is on us. 
 
God will be the one to reach people with his love.  
 
 
 
Ask the Holy Spirit now and often how CAN I live Kingdom first? It might not be giving away 3 
cars, or praying 5 hours a day,  but it may be with today having an encouraging conversation 
with your waiter, asking to pray for him and tipping a laughable amount. It might be 
 
The Holy Spirit is our guide. What is culturally irresponsible is not kingdomly irresponsible. God 
can work outside of your comfort zone  
 
Overwhelming 
“I am only one, but I am one”  
 
This takes practice and effort, especially at first! 
 
Honor the older believers 
ED HOOVER—God is always with me story 
 
“It’s less about what I do, and more that Jesus is with me every moment.”  
 
From keys to witnessing to people playing Euchre 



-Presence to Immanuel God with us, others around us and what’s happening here and now 
leads to a kingdom first life.  
 
Can you imagine a church that seeks God first day in and day out, moment in and moment out?  
 
 
Death to self actually leads to the best life. The greatest irony is the greatest redemption. It’s 
the Gospel  
 
 
The Kingdom is first if Jesus is first—because it’s his kingdom anyway 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTES: 
All these things: life, food, water, clothing  
 
Pagans run after all these things… they don’t have SOMEONE they know will provide 
 
Ways of the world v. the ways of God (You are in the family, this is our family value) 
 
 
Donald Miller—“Everyone wants to make a difference in the world”  
 
Earnestly desire 1 Corinthians 12:31 v. seek (zeal for my house consumes me)  
 
The Kingdom is where God rules and reigns  
 
 
 
 


