
Sent Week 6: Can you see the truer reality?   
Illustration: 

In my undergrad I studied philosophy. One of the classes dealt with death. I both loved 
and hated that class. It was so weird for a modern Western person to think so much about 
death. That alone was one of the points of my professors.  
We work so hard to set aside aging and death. There is a lot of money that goes towards 
hiding our age and putting the old and dying out of our line of sight. We have now even 
created laws that keep us from our dead.  
This actually contrasts much of the world and most of human history.  
Let’s take Jewish traditions. In Jewish tradition they considered the dead defenseless and 
would never leave the body alone until it was properly buried. The family and those 
trained in tending to the dead (Hevrah Kadisha) would wash the body and wrap it in 
white, symbolizing death as a great equalizer of wealth and influence. We enter into the 
world with nothing but body and soul and leave with nothing but our body and soul. They 
would often read from the Psalms continually through this process. Death was a gateway 
and talked about in culture. 1 In one class they took us to a mortuary. As a class we 
walked into the back room and they explained in detail how they prepare a body for 
burial or cremation. I was in my early 20’s before I knew what happened to dead people 
and it’s very possible most of you sitting in this room don’t know what happened to your 
loved ones when they died. Your physical contact is nothing more than picking out 
clothes. Don’t feel bad. You are the product of this culture. Honestly it would be against 
the law for you to prepare your own dead or bury them in your backyard.  
I just want you to see the stark contrast.  
 
We live as if this world is the only reality and we build our lives in such a way that we 
can live unaware of the thought of it coming to an end or there being something more.  
 
This physical world is not all or the end. Death is the enemy, but it doesn’t end you. 
There is a truer world and it’s coming for all of us. The Bible gives us constant reminders 
and glimpses of this truth.  
 
To those that already believe – pause and remember your eternal state. To those that 
don’t believe – what risk is there in exploring this? If there is nothing after you die what 
do you lose? Nothing. If there is something after you die and you have neglected it, what 
could you lose. Everything. Why not explore it, even beyond this sermon? All you have 
is potential gain.  

 
Luke 9:28-36 

About eight days after Jesus said this, he took Peter, John and James with him and went 
up onto a mountain to pray. 29 As he was praying, the appearance of his face changed, 
and his clothes became as bright as a flash of lightning. 30 Two men, Moses and Elijah, 
appeared in glorious splendor, talking with Jesus. 31 They spoke about his 
departure,  which he was about to bring to fulfillment at Jerusalem. 32 Peter and his 

 
1 Jewish Traditions for Death, Burial, and Mourning. https://rohatynjewishheritage.org/en/culture/death-burial-
mourning/ Last accessed February, 11, 2021 



companions were very sleepy, but when they became fully awake, they saw his glory and 
the two men standing with him. 33 As the men were leaving Jesus, Peter said to him, 
“Master, it is good for us to be here. Let us put up three shelters—one for you, one for 
Moses and one for Elijah.” (He did not know what he was saying.)  
34 While he was speaking, a cloud appeared and covered them, and they were afraid as 
they entered the cloud. 35 A voice came from the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, whom I 
have chosen; listen to him.” 36 When the voice had spoken, they found that Jesus was 
alone. The disciples kept this to themselves and did not tell anyone at that time what they 
had seen. 2 

 
• The veil is lifted yet again in scripture. Peter, James and John could see into another 

world. We begin this text by simply saying death is not the end.  
 

• Moses and Elijah, representing the law and the prophets, come together in Christ. They 
both disappear and Jesus remains. God himself even speaks and says, “Listen to Jesus.” 

o The symbolism here is profound. We see into another world. The gateway is now 
through Jesus himself. He is the culmination of the Law and the Prophets. He is 
the compass that God gives to humanity.  

o Interesting side note.: Moses never made it to the Promised Land. When he 
appears in the transfiguration, he is in the Promised Land. It is in Christ that 
Moses makes it there. 

o Following Jesus is us making our way to ultimate satisfaction. He is the way to 
purpose fully revealed, to family fully understood, to sin destroyed. He is the way, 
the truth, and the life. He is how death becomes life instead of death becoming 
darkness. He is the culmination of ethics, morality, society and us individually 
fully actualized. He is the way back to Eden.  

 
What does this mean for us? 

• Pay attention to Peter’s response. He wants to stay on the mountain top. (vs.33) Jesus has 
to take them back to the mission at hand. They must return to this veiled and thin world 
to help our brothers and sisters find their way too.  
 

• If you are a believer, you have a purpose. It doesn’t matter what job you have that pays 
you. You have a purpose that transcends all of that. It’s to help others see the truer reality 
and show them the way – Jesus.  

 
• If you are not a believer, I simply want to challenge you to explore it. Stop turning a blind 

eye to the gateway of death. It comes for all of us. You can’t run from it. What if this is 
all true? What if all your appetites for love, purpose and meaning really did match a 
perfect satisfaction?  

 
Next Steps: 

Who will you invite to Easter?  

 
2 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2016), Lk 9:28-36. 


