
Spiritual Leadership 
Week 10: Peter – Spiritual Leaders Love like Christ.  
 
Media Notes: 

• Text highlighted in green goes on the screen.  

• Worship leaders take the stage with blue.  
 
Announcements: 

• Push the Podcast.  

• Share the sermon.  
 
Quick Review/Series Big Idea: 

• We are always a sheep and a shepherd. Spiritual leadership is about embracing both 
roles. Our darkest days are when we skirt our responsibility, we should have been good 
shepherds, or when we are too arrogant to receive correction, we should have been a 
good sheep. Timothy Liniak makes the case that the whole Bible is about sheep and 
shepherds.1  Everyone is both.  
 

Illustration: 
 
True spiritual leaders pursue the truths of Christ and the heart of Christ.  
 
Early on in ministry I had a student that was in full rebellion. Her church attendance was only 
because her parents made her go. Nearly every interaction with her she put on display with 
body language and actual words, I hate this place and my parents.  
As she entered further into her teen years she started using drugs and dating a guy who truly 
was pulling her into darker and darker places. Her life truly was in danger. In desperation her 
parents, with the help of a social worker and support of the police department, set up an 
intervention. As she was leaving work one day they pulled up and literally abducted her and 
took her to live in a home for troubled teens. The arrest/rescue/abduction (whatever you want 
to call it) was awful. She screamed at her parents and the rest of the adults that were trying to 
help her. A continual stream of vulgar language, blame and hate was poured out at her parents 
and the other adults present. As she drove away I couldn’t help wondering if we all did the right 
thing.  
A few weeks later I was able to follow up with her dad. It’s ironic. The cost for this rescue was 
immeasurable. Not only the emotional cost but the actual monetary cost. Can you imagine 
dipping into your retirement, reducing your quality of life, even taking resources away from 
your other children only to help someone who hates you and wants to harm you? The parents 
of this young girl know what it means to truly love someone that identifies you as their enemy.  
  
To the text: 

 
1 Laniak, Timothy S.. Shepherds After My Own Heart (New Studies in Biblical Theology) InterVarsity Press. Kindle 
Edition. 



Let’s set the contextual stage.  
 
In this section of scripture, Jesus is on a journey to Jerusalem with his followers. The chapters 
leading into this text are all about the journey and mission of his followers; teaching after 
teaching, even modeling in behavior that it is about seeking out and saving the lost; loving the 
rebellious son, the blind, the poor, even the Gentiles, people who had been racist enemies of 
the Jews. It culminates in this strange, almost awkward moment.  
His disciples hail him as king as he enters Jerusalem, like a king returning home from war. It’s 
supposed to be a time of celebration and Jesus is weeping.2 The question is, why?  
 
We pick up the text as Jesus begins to speak.  
 
Luke 19:41-44 
"And when he drew near and saw the city, he wept over it, saying, ‘Would that you, even you, 
had known on this day the things that make for peace! But now they are hidden from your 
eyes. For the days will come upon you, when your enemies will set up a barricade around you 
and surround you and hem you in on every side and tear you down to the ground, you and your 
children within you. And they will not leave one stone upon another in you, because you did 
not know the time of your visitation.’” 3 
 

•  We cannot set aside the compassion of Christ. It is the meta narrative of the Bible. 
o If the prime motivator for God was only perfection, the God of the universe 

could have erased the mess humanity made, burned the world and started over.  
o If the prime motivator was obedience, he could have came down with his angels 

and forced our obedience through might.  
o His prime motivation is love. He chose to come not only into our mess but to call 

out to and offer a fix to the broken hearts that made it. The prime motivator for 
God is love.  

• The disciples were not only learning truths to say but how to care for those they will be 
speaking truth to.  

• Jesus will flip tables – even sin has it’s limits where God must destroy it – yet we cannot 
set aside the heart of God. He takes no pleasure in the devastation of His people. It 
breaks His heart.  

o Ezekiel 33:11 (ESV): “Say to them, ‘As I live, declares the Lord God, I have no 
pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and 
live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways, for why will you die, O house of 
Israel?’” 

o Matthew 23:37–39 (ESV): “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the 
prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often would I have gathered 
your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you 
were not willing! 38 See, your house is left to you desolate. 39 For I tell you, you 

 
2 The Bible Project, Overview of Luke https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=26z_KhwNdD8  
3 Luke 19:41-44, 2007. ESV: study Bible : English standard version. Wheaton, Ill: Crossway Bibles. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=26z_KhwNdD8


will not see me again, until you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord.’” 
 

(Invite worship leader to platform) 
 

Final Thoughts: 
True spiritual leaders pursue the truths of Christ and the heart of Christ.  
 
There I was watching a dad choose to walk into the pain to rescue his little girl that was so lost. 
It cost him. It wasn’t primarily about the money, the real cost was felt when she threw out 
vulgar insults and spilled out hate towards the very people who were working to save her.  
 
Let me ask it again. 
 
Can you imagine dipping into your retirement, reducing your quality of life, even taking 
resources away from your other children, all to help someone who hates you and wants to 
harm you? The parents of this young girl know what it means to truly love someone that 
identifies you as their enemy.  
 
This dad loved, truly loved the person who called him enemy.  
 
What kind of God do we have?  
One who would hang from a torture device constructed by the people he came to save and 
while dying says, “Father forgive them, they don’t know what they are doing.”  (Luke 23:34) 
  
You have two points of action today. 

1. Choose to accept a love this powerful that was offered to you while you were (or are) 
still lost in your sin. (Romans 5:8) 

2. Pray that God would increase His love for His people in your heart, even the lost ones.  
 
Next Steps: (Living room, car, in the room with us here.)  
• Today if this message was for you and you feel God moving in your heart, I simply want 

you to raise your hand or stand up. I want to pray for you.  
• Pray. 
• Worship leader does the next step cards.  

 
Table Talk: 
• Share what God is doing in your heart. (Inward)  
• Share whose heart God placed on yours. (Outward)  
• Pray together over these.  
• (Do a soft dismissal. If you are at the table still talking, go ahead and finish up.)  


