
Spiritual Leadership 
Week 2: Abraham, Faithful with the one  
 
Media Notes: 

• Text highlighted in green goes on the screen.  
 

Quick Review: 

• We are always a sheep and a shepherd. Spiritual leadership is about embracing both 
roles. Our darkest days are when we skirt our responsibility, we should have been good 
shepherds, or when we are too arrogant to receive correction, we should have been a 
good sheep. Timothy Liniak makes the case that the whole Bible is about sheep and 
shepherds.1  Everyone is both.  
 

Illustration: 
My eldest son has started bodybuilding. He loves the weights, the work and the effect it has on 
him physically. During the coronavirus lockdown he wanted to use the time to put on some 
more muscle mass. We sat down and put together a plan. It all fits into two categories: get the 
macros right and get the work right. Macro nutrients that is. He needs to eat right. The work is 
the gym. At first he was weighing himself daily. A pound up, and pound down. It was 
discouraging. I finally had to explain to him that our obsession right now is faithfulness, not 
effect. It will take time for the effect to kick in. What you can measure daily is faithfulness. Over 
time, it worked. He put on nearly 15 pounds and hit a bench press of 205. Not bad for a 16 year 
old kid. He got the effect by obsessing over faithfulness. Did you get your macros in? Did you 
get your work in? After about 6 weeks we will measure effect and adjust, but the daily focus is 
simple faithfulness.  
We tend to obsess over effect too frequently and not enough attention goes to simple 
faithfulness to the coach’s plan.  
 
To the text: 
I want to introduce you to Abraham.  
God made the world perfect, meaning every appetite had it’s perfect fulfillment in God. A 
deceiver comes along and says, “You don’t need God, you can make your own satisfaction.” 
This deceiver was at war with God and tricked us into believing we could make better 
satisfaction than God. We became broken – hungry for food, love, influence and even sex, yet 
we want them in a way that is anti-trinitarian (selfless) love.  It’s now a selfish pursuit of 
hungers. All of humanity begins to spiral out of control. Jealousy, disorder, darkness, pride and 
hoarding devastate the world. This next part is important for understanding the great narrative 
of the Bible. Years later there is an old man named Abram. God calls this man to make a great 
nation that will bring the love of God back into the heart of humans again. We pick up the text 
in his call.  
 

 
1 Laniak, Timothy S.. Shepherds After My Own Heart (New Studies in Biblical Theology) InterVarsity Press. Kindle 
Edition. 



Genesis 12:1-3 
12 Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s 
house to the land that I will show you. 2 And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless 
you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, 
and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed.” 2 
 

1. Often, God will grow the leader before he grows your influence.  
o Genesis 12:4 (ESV) “So Abram went, as the Lord had told him, and Lot went with 

him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran.” 
▪ Think of how many years Abram lived and walked on this earth before he 

received his call. 75 years old. All those years of just doing life. God was 
growing the man before he gave him the mission.  

 
2. Ultimately, what God grows is trust in Him.  

o The next chapters of the Bible in Genesis are filled with Abram still waiting on 
God and often failing while in waiting. He tries to sell his wife twice because of 
fear. Still childless he sleeps with his wife’s helper to try to force God’s hand. 
Older yet again God takes him outside and has him look up into the sky and says, 
“Look toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to number them… so 
shall your offspring be.” (Gen. 15:5) 3 At 100 years 4 old God keeps his promise 
and Abraham has a son by his wife. In all this waiting there is a great 
development happening.  Trust.  

o You can’t spiritually lead well until you trust God well.  
o In times of waiting it’s about what God is forming. 

 
3. God’s great fulfillment to Abraham and Sarah is one child.  

o  Genesis 21:3–5 (NIV) “Abraham gave the name Isaac to the son Sarah bore him. 
4 When his son Isaac was eight days old, Abraham circumcised him, as God 
commanded him. 5 Abraham was a hundred years old when his son Isaac was 
born to him.” 

o We are far too egotistical when we think of influence or greatness. The way God 
was going to change the world through Abraham was a life of having his heart 
shaped and the gift of one child to mentor.  

 
Final Thoughts: 
I wonder what whispered in Susanna Wesley’s ear as a young lady?  

 
2 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version (2016). (Genesis 12:1-3). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 
3 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version (Genesis 15:5).  
4 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version (Genesis 17:17) 



I wonder how Frank Graham felt when he lost everything in the Great Depression and kept 
praying for his kids, one of which was Billy Graham. 5 
I wonder what Mary Magdalene thought when the angel told her by her the world would be 
changed.  
We need to tame our passion for fame and embrace faithfulness.  
So, there was my son stepping off the scale yet again. “Dad, I’m not gaining muscle fast 
enough.” I simply replied, “Son, today I simply ask if you were faithful to the plan. I’ll examine 
effect when the time is right.”  
 
Next Steps: (Living room, car, in the room with us here.)  
• Today if this message was for you and you feel God moving in your heart I simply want 

you to raise your hand or stand up. I want to pray for you.  
• Pray. 
• Josh does the next step cards.  

 
Table Talk: 
• Share what God is doing in your heart. (Inward)  
• Share whose heart God placed on yours. (Outward)  
• Pray together over these.  
• (Do a soft dismissal. If you are at the table still talking go ahead and finish up.)  

 

 
5 Frank Graham last accessed August 13, 2020: https://billygraham.org/story/billy-grahams-father-prayer-heard-
around-world/  
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