
Spiritual Leadership 
Week 3: Moses, There is only Trust  
 
Media Notes: 

• Text highlighted in green goes on the screen.  
 
Quick Review: 

• We are always a sheep and a shepherd. Spiritual leadership is about embracing both 
roles. Our darkest days are when we skirt our responsibility, we should have been good 
shepherds, or when we are too arrogant to receive correction, we should have been a 
good sheep. Timothy Liniak makes the case that the whole Bible is about sheep and 
shepherds.1  Everyone is both.  
 

Illustration: 
One evening when the boys were really young I was boiling water to make macaroni and 
cheese. One of them came over and reached up and tried to grab the handle of the pot with 
boiling water. I smacked his hand and sternly said, “No!”  
His eyes filled with tears and he told me I wasn’t his friend anymore.  
In his mind I was keeping him from what he wanted, mac and cheese. In my mind I know I was 
protecting him and preparing the way for him to enjoy this great meal. He didn’t understand it, 
but he was mad at me for showing him the way to joy he really wanted and needed.  
 
Numbers 6:22-27 ESV 

The Lord spoke to Moses, saying, “Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, ‘Thus you shall bless the 
people of Israel: you shall say to them, The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face 
to shine upon you and be gracious to you; the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give 
you peace.’ So shall they put my name upon the people of Israel, and I will bless them.” 
 
Have you ever stopped to think about what it means to be blessed and rescued by God?  
Functionally, most Christians believe it means that God will make a way for them to have what 
their heart desires.  
 
Here is the fundamental flaw that many modern people take with Christianity. They use their 
faith like a foundation or a basic set of principles to build the life they want.  
 
One of the prime repeating narratives of the Old Testament is that God is not only rescuing His 
people from something, He is taking them somewhere.   
 
God doesn’t save you into the life you want, he saves you into the life he knows you need. Your 
greatest joy is not found in what you understand now, it’s found in trusting the one who knows 
you.  

 
1 Laniak, Timothy S.. Shepherds After My Own Heart (New Studies in Biblical Theology) InterVarsity Press. Kindle 
Edition. 



  
  

To the text: 
Let’s tell the story of Moses.  
Moses was the son of a slave. His people had been enslaved for 400 years.  
Their headmasters were absolutely vicious. One of the worst Pharaohs in history was in power. 
He kept peace by violence. In one of his acts he had every baby boy tossed into the Nile.  
Moses would have met this end too if it wasn’t for the hand of God. Through divine 
intervention this slave baby was raised by the Egyptians.  
For about 80 years he wrestles with his identity in Egypt and in the desert.  
At 80 years old he receives a call from God to rescue his people. 
After a string of miraculous events the newly freed slaves find themselves at the water’s edge 
of a sea with Pharaoh’s army approaching over the horizon.  
 
Exodus 14:13-18 
And Moses said to the people, “Fear not, stand firm, and see the salvation of the Lord, which he 
will work for you today. For the Egyptians whom you see today, you shall never see again. The 
Lord will fight for you, and you have only to be silent.” The Lord said to Moses, “Why do you cry 
to me? Tell the people of Israel to go forward. Lift up your staff, and stretch out your hand over 
the sea and divide it, that the people of Israel may go through the sea on dry ground. And I will 
harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they shall go in after them, and I will get glory over 
Pharaoh and all his host, his chariots, and his horsemen. And the Egyptians shall know that I am 
the Lord, when I have gotten glory over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his horsemen.” 
 

1. ”Moses is the archetypal prophet whose leadership becomes a pattern that influences 
the representations of later figures in canonical history. The exodus is the prototypical 
expression of liberation, the basis for other liberations from other slaveries (such as sin 
in the NT).” -Laniak, Timothy 2 

 
 

2. Let’s talk about this Biblical prototype of liberation:  
o People want to be saved to their ideal future. God wants to save you into His 

future for you. Like the Hebrew people far too many of us would like to return to 
our past. Notice that God in equal power and awe cuts his people off from 
returning to Egypt. The crashing sea not only cut Egypt off from them but them 
from Egypt.  

o Our spiritual journey will have years of simple faithfulness with moments of 
God’s divine intervention.  

o Both Egypt and the Hebrew people were being rescued from the same false 
assumption, that life to the full was of their making and they knew how to get 

 
2 Laniak, Timothy S.. Shepherds After My Own Heart (New Studies in Biblical Theology) (p. 78). InterVarsity Press. 
Kindle Edition. 



there. Real spiritual rescue and humanity’s greatest joy is not your goals being 
met but God’s.   

o What he cuts you off from is just as powerful as what he opens to you. Over the 
course of 80 years Moses only had a few seasons of extravagant divine 
intervention.  

 
 
Final Thoughts: 
In light of all this, let’s go back to our opening scripture.  
Numbers 6:22-27 ESV 

The Lord spoke to Moses, saying, “Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, Thus you shall bless the 
people of Israel: you shall say to them, ‘The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his 
face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and 
give you peace.’ So shall they put my name upon the people of Israel, and I will bless them.”  
 
Have you ever stopped to think about what it means to be blessed and rescued by God?  
Functionally, most Christians believe it means that God will make a way for them to have what 
their heart desires.  
 
Here is the fundamental flaw that many modern people take with Christianity. They use their 
faith like a foundation or a basic set of principles to build the life they want.  
 
One of the prime repeating narratives of the Old Testament is that God is not only rescuing His 
people from something, He is taking them somewhere.   
 
God doesn’t save you into the life you want, he saves you into the life he knows you need. Your 
greatest joy is not found in what you understand now, it’s found in trusting the one who knows 
you.  
 
So, there was my son. Crying and mad at me while I was making his macaroni and cheese. Little 
did he know it was a much greater joy I was leading him too and the very thing I cut him off 
from was a gracious intervention of love.  
With God, you must learn to trust.  
What do you need to trust God with today?  
 
Next Steps: (Living room, car, in the room with us here.)  
• Today if this message was for you and you feel God moving in your heart I simply want 

you to raise your hand or stand up. I want to pray for you.  
• Pray. 
• Josh does the next step cards.  

 
Table Talk: 
• Share what God is doing in your heart. (Inward)  
• Share whose heart God placed on yours. (Outward)  



• Pray together over these.  
• (Do a soft dismissal. If you are at the table still talking go ahead and finish up.)  

 


