
Rise Up  
Parenting and mentoring the next generation. 
Week 6: Christ over Career  
 
Let’s be honest. Part of the American dream is the opportunity to pursue any opportunity you 
would like. This is beginning to cause decision fatigue and a crisis of competing life objectives.  
 
Awhile back I was talking with a few young adults and they were sharing about their desire to 
do, well…everything. They wanted to get married and feel anchored. They also wanted a life of 
freedom to travel where they want when they want. I simply stated that these two life 
objectives might be hard to reconcile if you are trying to do them at the same time. You can’t 
pursue freedom as a prime virtue and be mad at God that he hasn’t tied you down. 
 
I think this is indicative of many in our culture. We want to have financial freedom while buying 
expensive houses and cars. We want our kids to have the experiences of being in sports, drama 
club, music lessons, advanced classes in school and travel the world with them. We also want 
them to be in a committed church and youth group. We pull our kids out of church, youth 
ministry and children’s ministry for every opportunity and then we are confused when they 
eventually don’t feel as connected or anchored as other children.  
 
The American misconception is you can do it all. You can’t. 
 
What are you teaching your kids is the most important, priority one, no compromise?  
 
Scripture:   

Psalm 78:5-8 1 

“He established a testimony in Jacob and appointed a law in Israel, which he commanded our 
fathers to teach to their children, that the next generation might know them, the children yet 
unborn, and arise and tell them to their children, so that they should set their hope in God and 
not forget the works of God, but keep his commandments; and that they should not be like 
their fathers, a stubborn and rebellious generation, a generation whose heart was not 
steadfast, whose spirit was not faithful to God.”  

Observation: 

• The Psalmist gives attention and work to forming spiritual character in children. 
Teaching children human knowledge is good. Teaching children human history is good. 
Teaching children how to lead is good. Helping them find great careers and even have a 
good marriage is good. However, nothing is more important than their spiritual 
character. In all of life’s adventures their stability will be in this. This will even take them 
beyond death. There is nothing more important than loving God and obeying Him.  

 
1 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2016), Psalm 78:5-8. 



 

• What if I was to pull your kids or grand kids on stage and ask them this question.  
o How important is Jesus to your dad? Mom? Grandpa? Grandma? How do you 

think they would answer?  
o I would not be asking if you love Jesus. I would ask how much you love Jesus 

compared to these other things. 
▪ What book do your kids see you read the most?  
▪ What do they see you get excited about?  
▪ What activities do you make time for no matter what?  

o The road to spiritually disconnected kids is often paved by parents that are 
passive with their priorities.  

 
Application: 
 
Your kids need to see and hear you prioritize your faith.  
 
Let your kids see you worship.  
Let your children hear you pray. 
Let them watch you prioritize the Christian way.  
 
Don’t merely say you are Christian.  
Let them see you walk as one.  
Let them observe you feel as one.  
Show them how to fail and recover as one.  
 
Show them what deserves your passion, what deserves their passion.  
Let your kids see a sermon in you before you take them to hear one.  
Let them watch you take your biggest struggles to the altar with conviction.  
 
Pray 

  


