
 Rise Up  
Parenting and mentoring the next generation. 
Week 5: Model pursuit of God 
 
When I first started in ministry it was popular for pastors to only tell the positive stories in their 
life. I remember preaching a sermon where I was very open about a place where I failed. An 
older amazing Christian pulled me aside and told me to model only the best from the pulpit. 
After watching Christian leader after Christian leader have “surprise” failures. My generation 
pushed against this and cried for authenticity. In fact, many in my generation have swung the 
pendulum so far away from elevating the perfect models they are nearly celebrating and 
dismissing sin. Testimonies of life change in some churches have changed to sin bragging. 95% 
of the testimony is about my track record and the last few moments, “God forgave me.” I don’t 
think this is right either.  
I think the biggest problem is making the center of either story… us.  
Here is the truth. You will fall. You will fail. Don’t lie about being perfect, don’t brag about your 
sin. Model getting back up and pursuing Jesus.  

  

Think modeling pursuit of God over faking perfection.  

 

Model dealing with your sin. 

 

Scripture:   

1 Thessalonians 3:11-13 1 

Now may our God and Father himself, and our Lord Jesus, direct our way to you, 12 and may 

the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, as we do for you, 

13 so that he may establish your hearts blameless in holiness before our God and Father, at 

the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.  

Observation: 

• It’s so important to remember these were very lost sinful people who found Jesus. 

This is likely one of the oldest texts we have about the early church from Paul. The 

world is watching them change.  

 

• Paul in 1 Thessalonians 2 reminds them the essence of Christian leadership isn’t about 

power over others or even fame, it’s about practicing love in relationships and serving 

one another.  

 

 
1 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2016), 1 Th 3:11–13. 



• The letter has two main movements. A celebration of faithfulness, what they got 

right, and a challenge to grow, what they still need to work on. They are brought 

together with a prayer from the Apostle Paul for them to grow in holiness, love and 

endurance (1 Thess: 3:11-13). 2 

 

• This leads to an important question. What is the early church modeling? Their lives 

humble before Jesus and faithfully growing in Him. Christian transformation is both a 

moment and a road.  (2 Cor. 5:17; 1 Thess. 3:11-13) You are changed, saved in a 

moment when your heart turns towards him. You are also in a continual state of 

growth as the love of Jesus transforms you in the context of a relationship with him. 

Share and model both.  

 

• You need to share the story of your heart change and model continually growing in 

Jesus. Let those you mentor see how you handle the areas you fail or need to grow in.  

 

•  Edgar Guest writes, “I’d rather see a sermon than hear one any day: I’d rather one 
would walk with me than merely tell the way.” 

 

Application: 

Here is the Christian Story: 

Christian transformation is both a moment and a road.  (2 Cor. 5:17; 1 Thess. 3:11-13) 

You are a sinner saved by accepting the love of Jesus: Romans 3:23, Romans 6:23 

You are called to continually grow in grace. 1 Thess. 3:11-13 

Tell people about both.  

 

Who needs to learn how to say sorry from you?  

Who needs to learn how to confess from you? 

Who needs to learn from you how to get back up after failure and keep following Jesus?  

Think modeling pursuit of God over faking perfection.  

Model dealing with your sin. 

  

Prayer: 

Lord, help me to share the moment my heart was warmed towards you. Help me also to 

model and share how I confess and grow in your grace when I fail.    
  

 
2 The Bible Project Thessalonians https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=No7Nq6IX23c 


