
Rise Up  
Parenting and mentoring the next generation. 
Week 3: Do Spiritual Warfare. Pray for your kids to encounter God.  
 
A few years back I put together a well thought out and researched Prayer Warriors Prayer. I will 
have it posted to my Facebook page. Go check it out. 
https://mcolaw.wordpress.com/2015/02/02/a-prayer-warriors-prayer/ 
 
When I was new in ministry, an elder of the church I worked at told me he was going to mentor 
me. Honestly, I wasn’t all that excited. Not because I didn’t like the guy, but because he wanted 
to meet weekly at 6:00am. For a fresh out of college young adult getting up at 5:30 in the 
morning sounded awful. The problem was he was an elder at the church. I couldn’t really say 
no. So, 5:30 am came every week, week after week, month after month. For a few years I met 
with this guy. He was an interesting individual. A nerdy engineer for John Deere by trade but 
not at all nerdy in how he lived his life. He was wild. He loved adventure and the outdoors.  He 
loved to ride motorcycles, hunt, and do things like bungy jumping. He also encouraged his kids 
to be the same way. Brilliant and wild. He was sharing one day about his son wrecking a 
motorcycle with a joking tone. I asked him, “Don’t you want to protect your kids?” In his very 
Aristotelian way he responded with a question, “Mike, what’s the most dangerous thing my 
kids will face? A broken bone, become paralyzed, death?” I furrowed my brow and said “Uh, 
yeah!” He smiled and said, “No, the most dangerous thing they will face isn’t a broken body but 
a broken soul. I pray fervently for one main thing. That they love Jesus deeply.”  
Is this totally wise? Probably not, but its kids like his that become the type of missionaries that 
go to the most dangerous places in the world. They are the ones who will risk it all for their 
king.  
 
What is the most dangerous thing your kids will face? That which kills the soul.  
As a mentor your greatest first step is to engage in prayer over your children’s soul.  
 
Scripture: 
John 17:15 
15 I do not ask that you take them out of the world, but that you keep them from the evil one.1 
 
 

• What if you knew you were going to die, soon? What would be your last words to those 
that you love the most? What you would pray over them? As a pastor I have met with 
numerous people in the last moments of their life. I have had a young father dying of 
cancer look at me with tears and ask that I help look after his kids. I have had old men 
confess deep long hidden sins to me before they passed away. I have seen and heard 
the last gasps of love from people. This is what is happening in this text. Jesus is about 
to be arrested and killed. He is praying for his disciples. Pouring out love as strongly as 

 
1 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2016), Jn 17:15. 



he can before he goes and displays his love to the world on the cross. We should pay 
close attention to these words. They are words of deepest care and love.  

• Jesus doesn’t pray for his disciples to be taken out of a dangerous world; he prays that 
their hearts would be protected in it.  
 

• He doesn’t pray them out of physical danger, he ultimately prays for them to go into it 
with protected hearts.   
 

o Let’s acknowledge how counter cultural this is. We live in a world terrified of 
harm. To be a parent that encourages following Jesus in a way that increases risk 
is so counter cultural.  

o You can try to fix wrong things in the world in a way that does something very 
dark to your heart. I call this the “Vader Syndrome.” Referencing Darth Vader, 
the Vader Syndrome is when someone notices things are very wrong with the 
world but pursues a way of making them right that does something very wrong 
and dark to their own heart. The fight is always over our hearts.  

o The difference between a world changing martyr and just another monster is the 
heart of Christ on the Cross. “Father forgive them, they don’t know what they 
are doing!” Luke 23:34 

 
 

• Pray for what is most valuable in your children and the people you mentor. It’s not their 
physical health, it’s their spiritual health. Like Christ in John 17, pray fervently over the 
hearts of your children.  
 

• I believe there is an innate desire for risk in us. Don’t waste your risk on stupid things. 
Aim it well and pray your kids do the same. Risk for the kingdom.  

 
Next Steps: 
Focus on those God has placed into your sphere of influence again. Write out their names if you 
need to. If your paper is blank, that’s okay. Praying that God would put people into your life 
that you can mentor in faith. Pray that God would protect their heart. John 17:15 
15 I do not ask that you take them out of the world, but that you keep them from the evil one. 
 
Stand up:  
Think of the people you are called to mentor. Your biological and spiritual children.  
Let’s continue praying for them again this week by looking at this part of Christ’s prayer for us 
in John 17.  

• Take spiritual ownership. Say it out loud in prayer. I will take responsibility for these 
people.  

• Pray that God would protect them from the evil one. The enemy who wants to steal, kill, 
and destroy. The master tempter and liar.  

• Pray for their friends.  

• Pray for their future.  


