
Trinity Sermon  
Made for More Week 3 
Redeeming Responses 
 
Introduce myself: AJ Wilk, Resident at Trinity this year. It’s been amazing learning from our 
brilliant team, and all of you! I’ve thoroughly enjoyed our conversations, and would love to 
continue to get to know all of you the best we can from a distance   
 
 
PAUSE BEFORE THE LORD would you pray for me, as I share God’s goodness. And would you ask 
the Lord to speak to you through his word today. 
 
(Jim’s Notes/Feedback) 
 
Week 3 of this made for more series…  
 
We are made for more than the way the world responds to people, and situations. We are 
made for the way of Jesus as we respond. Myself, Andy, Ty and Marcus as we’ve been working 
on this series have talked, and messaged about what the Lord wants to speak to us, his people, 
about how we are made for more. Week 1 Marcus taught that life to the full is real freedom, 
purpose, and hope. From that real freedom Andy showed us how we are called to live full of 
integrity. And today, we are moving into how real hope and integrity allows us to emulate 
redeeming responses in our day to day lives. God has been laying this heavily on my heart 
considering what our community, and the world is going through.  
 
Redeeming Responses 
 

1. God is the redeemer.  
2. Our responses can participate in redemption. 

 
I title the sermon in this way because this kind of phrasing actually carries with it two distinct 
meanings. 
 
The entire bible is God’s revelation, and humanity’s call to response. It is the foundation of our 
faith, and the part we play in relationship with God.  
 
 

1. We must invite the Lord into our responses, circumstances, and interactions with others 
and ask him to redeem. Not a gut, instant response. That is all about selfishness or self 
protection, but rather a response in the way of Jesus. God is in the work of redeeming, 
and he wants transform the way we respond in tough times.  

 
2. Redeeming responses also carries the second distinct meaning of OUR actual 

participation in redemption. When we invite the Lord to redeem our responses we can 



make a transformative change in the circumstance or person we are responding to. Our 
responses can actually be redeeming of a terrible situation. 

 
 
Scripture: Jesus in the Garden 
 
Matthew 26:36-54 

36 Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to them, “Sit 
here while I go over there and pray.” 37 He took Peter and the two sons of Zebedee along with 
him, and he began to be sorrowful and troubled. 38 Then he said to them, “My soul is 
overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death. Stay here and keep watch with me.” 

39 Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the ground and prayed, “My Father, if it is 
possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as you will.” 

40 Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping. “Couldn’t you men keep watch 
with me for one hour?” he asked Peter. 41 “Watch and pray so that you will not fall into 
temptation. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 

42 He went away a second time and prayed, “My Father, if it is not possible for this cup to be 
taken away unless I drink it, may your will be done.” 

43 When he came back, he again found them sleeping, because their eyes were heavy. 44 So he 
left them and went away once more and prayed the third time, saying the same thing. 

45 Then he returned to the disciples and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and resting? Look, 
the hour has come, and the Son of Man is delivered into the hands of sinners. 46 Rise! Let us go! 
Here comes my betrayer!” 

 

Then the men stepped forward, seized Jesus and arrested him. 51 With that, one of Jesus’ 
companions reached for his sword, drew it out and struck the servant of the high priest, cutting 
off his ear. 

52 “Put your sword back in its place,” Jesus said to him, “for all who draw the sword will die by 
the sword. 53 Do you think I cannot call on my Father, and he will at once put at my disposal 
more than twelve legions of angels? 54 But how then would the Scriptures be fulfilled that say it 
must happen in this way?” 

 

Context:  



 
He continued to be beaten, ridiculed, and abandoned the entire night 
This was the end of Jesus’ ministry, right after the last supper, and right before he was going to 
die. This story highlights the extremes of all the circumstances we need to talk about as we 
learn about Redeeming Responses….  
 
The worst of situations: facing death 
The most important consequences resulting in his response: salvation  
The complete lack of support and understanding: his community abandoned him 
 
As we build the bridge between Jesus’ response and ours I want this illustration to stick with 
us…  
 
Illustration: Crushed Rose Picture of a rose?? 
 
How many of you love the outdoors? Most of us.. but now how many of you really like the 
outdoors? Not driving the RV to the most beautiful spots, but actually camping, hiking and 
being out in nature? (Michaela and I are the RV people for sure, I’ll stay in the woods as long as 
there’s a cabin with AC) 
 
Use as personal connection of the air bnb getaway retreat on Lake Erie 
 
When this rose is broken, it’s fragrance still remains as a life giving and sweet scent to those 
around. 
------ 
How can we lean into being made for more than an instant, selfish, preservation of our own 
preferences response to situations and people? A response that only aggravates or makes 
situations worse. 
How can we give off the fragrance of Christ to all those around us with our responses? 
 
He chose not to control anything around him; disciples, enemies, circumstances 
He choose to sit under the crushing and pressing so that redemption might flow into the world! 
 
Now we don’t get to choose our circumstances…  
In a time where there are difficult circumstances (examples There was no way to know financial 
crisis, family schedules, health scares, and isolation would come all at once), where nothing is in 
our control the one thing we can do is control our responses 
 
How can we live out redeeming responses? 
 
 
Turn towards God for the strength and grace for a redeeming response 
(Time with God in the Garden, and the many times going away before that) v. 36, 39a 
 



There are a couple ways that this can play out in our lives, and the same two ways played out in 
Jesus’ life as he was responding to the hardest circumstances in his life. 
 
-We prepare well in advance to respond in the way of Jesus  
We can cultivate consistency of Christlike fragrance well before the difficulty comes upon us 
Luke 6:45 Out of the overflow of the heart, the mouth speaks 
 
Jesus pulls away, and stops to rest. Spends time with the Father 
 
We turn to God consistently throughout our days, and as we do that, we remain connected to 
the Spirit. Through this connection and walking day in and day out with the Lord, our lives 
overflow with the goodness and fragrance of Christ’s grace. 
 
-ALSO: during blindsiding seasons or circumstances there is (Grace in the moment… wake up 
tomorrow and be faithful) 
God will give us the grace to show that kind of love 
James 1 Slow to speak quick to listen 
 
Not every situation is one that can be prepared for. There are so many of us in the church 
family that are facing situations we could have never imagined. My wife is a 2nd grade teacher 
in the Fishers school, that just extended online learning through Labor day. So many of you are 
wrestling with what to do with your kids, while you need to work. We’ve never faced a fall with 
these circumstances!! 
 
(Illustration examples again) There was no way to know financial crisis, family schedules, health 
scares, and isolation would come all at once. But there is grace day by day to have redeeming 
responses…. Despite all the confusion and pressure. 
 
Turn to the Lord before we turn to our gut reaction, turn to the Lord before we turn to 
bitterness, turn to the Lord before we turn to anger 
 
If you’re in a season of normal or not feeling crushed work on getting attuned to the Lord. It is a 
practice, and rhythm. Rhythm of connection. 
If you are struggling today, there is grace… turn to the Lord as well. Moment of need. 
 
Seek God’s perspective on the situation  
(Interaction with Peter) v. 51-53 
 
How many of us have strong, gut reactions to situations and people we disagree with? The rose 
engaging with thorns. 
 
When we see God’s perspective on the situation it allows us to have grace for those around us, 
both our friends and those who are against us and disagree. This is clear as Jesus responded 
redemptively to both to his friends who fell asleep when he needed them most, and 



misunderstood the way he was going to bring about salvation. (Peter wanted a military 
overthrowing of the Roman Empire, and Jesus came to lay down his life.) 
 
 
The instant reaction never takes into consideration what God’s view of the situation is, or 
shows empathy for what another person is going through. 
Isn’t this SOOO easy to see in our society. Everything in America right now is unbelievably 
polarizing. Masks, or no masks. This is mine 
 
 
Let’s read the word, let’s get wise counsel… lets pause!!! And check our own perspective with 
God first. I need this!! 
 
Sometimes we are so into our perspective that we don’t even hear what the other person is 
saying… or what God is doing. Let’s be a people that pause and seek God’s perspective as we 
respond in hard circumstances. 
 
 
Wrestle with God as we move towards submission 
(The tears, and the agony, but ending with not my will) v. 38-39 
 
It is OK!!! To be hurting. It’s ok to feel the full weight of loss, hurt, depression, anger, 
confusion…. In this season for those of us in our church family who feel the immense, crushing 
weight of our circumstances you need to hear these 3 words: God sees you. 
 
God sees you.  
 
Jesus was overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death… humanness was coming through. 
God saw him. We can feel safe in our openness before the Lord. 
 
God sees you. 
 
God is for you, and he is a God that we can trust. The reason we move towards submission 
during the pain is because God is faithful, trustworthy, and for us. 
 
And we want to walk WITH you!! We don’t just use the word family for fun… we want to be 
here with you!! Please reach out. 
 
The Broken and Crushed Rose, it’s ok to wrestle and feel the full gravity of horrible 
circumstances, and feel the pain of difficult reactions 
 
 
Humbly choose God’s way of responding over our own  
(Fulfill the Scriptures) v.54 



 
I’m willing to die to myself, I’m willing to walk the same road that Jesus’ walked, I’m willing to 
respond the same way that Jesus did. 

 
Scripture is full of people willing to respond the same way Jesus did: 
 
 
 
Abraham willing to sacrifice Isaac 
Moses overwhelmed with the burden of the people 
Joshua crossing the Jordan, though they’ve never been this way before 
Joseph feeling abandoned in prison, yet interpreting the dreams 
Habakkuk choosing worship in the worst times of his life 
Paul preaching the Gospel in prison 
John writing letters to the church even in exile 
 
The result is redemption by the power of the Spirit 
 
Even if we are alone in the decision to follow God’s way, we can trust that he is working, 
moving and orchestrating a great story of redemption. If we respond in the way of Jesus we are 
participating in that great story 
 
We don’t get to fulfill Scripture, but we can obey it. v. 56 
 
COVID stress, cooped up with family anger, financial stress, loss of a loved one sadness 
 
PEOPLE are watching—Andy’s sermon on Integrity! The way we respond to our spouse, or 
gossip with our friends,  
 
We have the wonderful opportunity to participate in the redemption that Jesus created and 
modeled. When we submit to God’s will and God’s way through our responses the world sees 
Christ’s grace on display. 
 
The world needs our fragrance!! Otherwise there’s a lot of negative 
 
The narrative of Scripture, and the narrative of the Gospel itself is God calling his people to 
respond to himself, and to others in faith and love. 
 
 
THE GOSPEL: Jesus is as an example for us to follow, but so much MORE than that, his response 
is the reason we gather here today! His response of being willing to lay down his life is the 
reason we have salvation, and the only reason any of us can live redeemed lives. Only by Jesus 
response of choosing the Father’s way can we… participate in his work?   
 



 
RESPONSE: 
 
In your groups, in the church or with your family/friends at home talk through these three 
options of ways to respond: 
Reflect: 
Do I need to repent of the way that I’ve responded negatively? 
Do I need to turn to God more consistently in my life and not rely on myself or my responses? 
Do I need to acknowledge the pain/pressure/stress that I’m going through to someone I trust 
and wrestle with God? 
 
Application:  
What is a practical way that I can participate in redeeming responses to my family, co-workers, 
kids etc..? 
 
 
 
 
 
-Transitions are important—make sure the people are with me! It’s new to the people hearing 
it, so give them clarity and time to soak in 
 
-Intentional repetition is great… but transitioning for filler doesn’t  
 
 
-Take time thinking through the people that are hearing this… (how will single mom, empty 
nesters, family with lots of kids, hard spots  
-What part is connecting well with the people, why?  
-What part of the sermon is falling flat, and why? Where do you lose people? 
 
 
-Obedience is worship, and worship is practice 
 
 
 


