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Big Idea: 
God wants glorious good for His people.  
God wants us to have life to the full. He desires humanity to live meaningful lives full of purpose 
and deep relationships.  
 
In this series we find the people of God restarting society. The 10 Commandments come right 
after the Exodus. God doesn’t want to rescue the Hebrew people from Egyptian oppression to 
become an Egypt themselves. God’s desire is to help them make a true society, one of real 
human flourishing. To do this he must take the people out of Egypt and take Egypt out of the 
people.   
 

Illustration: 
Two pictures of me on a motorcycle: I’ll call them up.  
When I was in elementary school I was given my first motorcycle. It meant freedom. When my 
parents gave it to me it also came with rules. The motorcycle I loved. The rules I did not. I had 
two things come my way. Freedom and boundaries. I constantly broke the rules. Going places I 
wasn’t supposed to go, faster than I was supposed to go, not wearing what I was supposed to 
wear for protection. Until one day my brother and I got into a wreck. I actually broke my arm so 
severely that I couldn’t close my fingers all the way. I was a bloody mess with gravel embedded 
in my skin. I remember sitting in the ER while the doctor and nurses scrubbed it all out, setting 
my arm in a cast and thinking, ‘Ok, I see why the rules are important. They don’t keep me from 
fun, they show me the way to keep having it.’ 
 
This is the story of God’s people coming out of Egypt. They were given an incredible gift. They 
got to start a new powerful society, but there needed to be boundaries. They needed 
instructions on how to flourish with this new gift. The purpose of the 10 commandments was to 
show them how to live to the fullest, not keep them from it.  
 
The Bible is full of directions on how to find life to the full.  
 
Friendship to the full. Boundaries of God.  
Leadership to the full. Boundaries of God.  
Art to the full. Boundaries of God.  
Sex to the full. Boundaries of God. 
Society to the full. Boundaries of God.  
 



Oh, it’s not that God will keep you from driving outside these boundaries. Just know when you 
do a wreck is coming and it will hurt.  

To The Text: 
Exodus 11-3:20  ESV 
3 “You shall have no other gods before me.  
4 “You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven 
above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 5 You shall not 
bow down to them or serve them, for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity 
of the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth generation of those who hate me, 
6 but showing steadfast love to thousands of those who love me and keep my commandments.  
7 “You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will not hold him 
guiltless who takes his name in vain.  
8 “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 9 Six days you shall labor, and do all your work, 
10 but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God. On it you shall not do any work, you, 
or your son, or your daughter, your male servant, or your female servant, or your livestock, or 
the sojourner who is within your gates. 11 For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the 
sea, and all that is in them, and rested on the seventh day. Therefore the Lord blessed the 
Sabbath day and made it holy.  
 

 

I am the Lord your God… You shall have no other gods before me.  
o “Pre 10 Commandments religions all believed that people must do a lot ‘for’ their 

gods. For example, feed them or sacrifice people to them. What God (the God of 
the Bible) wants is that we be good to our fellow human beings. Even the 
commands about not having false gods are ultimately about morality... The thing 
we can do ‘for’ God is to treat other people decently.”  
-Dr. Dennis Prager 

 
o Most people think this is about not worshiping antiquated idols, like Jupiter or 

Zeus, the elements or some created object.  
 

o False God: Literally a false central driver to your life. Moreover, the statement is 
that these moral codes are the central drivers that should be for all people.  

▪ What can be a false God today? Money, power, physical beauty, 
education? Each of these need a boundary as they are implemented. For 
example, we so often forget that some of the greatest evils the world has 
seen like Hitler, Stalin, or Mao all stemmed from the highest of education 
institutions. Also, if you are a dictator with a mustache, bad things 
happen.  

▪ Old Testament affirmations such as Deut. 6:4 (“Hear, O Israel, Yahweh 
our God is one”) and the prophets’ repeated statements that “there is 
none besides Yahweh,” can easily lead to the assumption that the OT 



Israelites did not believe in the existence of other gods. According to this 
assumption, the definition of monotheism rules out the existence of other 
gods. In light of many OT passages, these assumptions cannot be 
sustained.  -Dr. Michael Hesser 
 

o Here is an illustration: I love my wife. I don’t love her along with my other wives. 
Saying yes to her as my wife means I say no to any other loves that are like this. I 
love her differently and exclusively. My affection for her shapes all other 
relationships.  

 
o This first statement is a clear proclamation that what follows stands alone as a 

compass for humanity. Yes, build amazing things, write beautiful music, love art, 
enjoy your spouse’s beauty, progress forward in your business and make lots of 
money. Just know there is a living and personal God that should guide you in all 
these pursuits and your love for Him should stand alone.  
 

“You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain.” 
o This is probably the most misunderstood of the commandments. For far too long 

people have believed that this meant that we shouldn’t cuss. Though there are 
other good reasons to avoid a foul mouth this is not the point of this 
commandment.  

o A more accurate contemporary translation could actually be “Do not carry…” The 
purpose of this is not to do things that are in opposition to the heart of God and 
say God told me to do it. In other words, don’t misrepresent God. 

o Why is this so bad? Because you skew others’ perspective of God, potentially 
turning them from the very thing that will save them or make them whole.  
 

“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.” 
o This is probably the most ignored commandment. History is required to 

understand it. This commandment gives all living things value. Until this point 
there is no historical record of animals having rights. Here in this verse innate 
rights are given widely. As a follower of God, you must treat living things with 
honor and respect. Let them have what no slave had – rights and rest. 

o The Sabbath rest was designed for all levels of society, including servants of both 
genders, as well as animals. The Sabbath is not a day to be served by others, but of rest 
and community.-Faithlife Study Bible 

o This is also a day to change the posture of the heart, from hands down to the 
plow to hands up in celebration. On this day we are to enjoy what God has given. 
We are to practice enjoying God’s creation.  

o So what should you do on the Sabbath? Enjoy God’s creation!  
▪ If you love to hike, go for a hike. 
▪ If you enjoy working on your yard, do it. 
▪ Spend time with friends, have a BBQ, and play a game with your family.  



Final Thoughts: 
God wants glorious good for His people.  
God wants us to have life to the full. He desires humanity to live meaningful lives full of purpose 
and deep relationships.  
 
What do we see here?  
Enjoy creation and enjoy creating! If you stay within God’s boundaries, all, from the greatest in power to 
a household pet, can flourish.  

Next Steps: 
Remember: 
Have you placed the ways of God above all areas of your life? What needs to change? 
Have you represented God well? What needs to change? 
Do you take the time to enjoy God’s creation in a respectful way? What needs to change?  
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