
Introduction 

• My name is Marcus DePeal 

• Awaken Indy ministry 

• Reintroduce The Comeback 

• Recap Andy’s sermon 

Today we’re going to be talking about the life of Peter. A lot can be said about Peter… 

 

But today we’re going to focus in on what I think are the three most pivotal moments of 

Peter’s relationship with Jesus that we find in Scripture, that all have to do with a promise 

Jesus gave to Peter. 

 

Pray 

 

1. Receiving a divine promise – his name change 

 

Matthew 16:13-20 — “When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 

disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man is?” They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; 

others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” But what about you?” he 

asked. “Who do you say I am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the 

living God.” Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to 

you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven. And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this 

rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. I will give you the keys 

of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever 

you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” Then he ordered his disciples not to tell anyone that 

he was the Messiah.” 

 

Story of Aragorn 

In the Scriptures, name-changes were almost always if not always directly related to not only a 

new identity, but a divine promise attached to that new identity. 

• Abram became Abraham — “father of many nations” 

• Sarai became Sarah — “mother of nations” 

• Jacob became Israel — “rule or govern God’s people as a prince”  

• Simon became Peter — “rock” 

“And I tell you that you are Peter (Petros), and on this rock (petra) I will build my church, and 

the gates of Hades will not overcome it.” 

o Jesus names Simon now Peter (petros) and says on this rock (petra) I will build 

my church. 

o Petros = a stone / a rock 



o Petra = by some scholars can be representative of a larger, massive rock while 

Petros can be representative of a large piece of a bigger rock 

Jesus is making a promise to Peter that he will have a central role in building the Church 

• Peter leads the charge with finding a 12th apostle to replace Judas in Acts 1 

• Peter preaches a sermon at Pentecost that begins the movement of the early Church 

• Peter speaks on behalf of the apostles to the Sanhedrin in Acts 4 

• Peter speaks to the Jerusalem Council about how the Spirit is poured out on the 

Gentiles in Acts 11 

 

That first pivotal point is Jesus making a divine promise to Peter 

2. a failure to believe a divine promise — His denial  

 

Luke 22:54-62 — "Then seizing him, they led him away and took him into the house of the high 

priest. Peter followed at a distance. And when some there had kindled a fire in the middle of the 

courtyard and had sat down together, Peter sat down with them. A servant girl saw him seated 

there in the firelight. She looked closely at him and said, “This man was with him.” But he 

denied it. “Woman, I don’t know him,” he said. A little later someone else saw him and said, 

“You also are one of them.” “Man, I am not!” Peter replied. About an hour later another asserted, 

“Certainly this fellow was with him, for he is a Galilean.” Peter replied, “Man, I don’t know 

what you’re talking about!” Just as he was speaking, the rooster crowed. The Lord turned and 

looked straight at Peter. Then Peter remembered the word the Lord had spoken to him: “Before 

the rooster crows today, you will disown me three times.” And he went outside and wept bitterly. 

 

2 things we need to know as we look at this passage 

• Shortly before this, Peter made a statement to Christ that “even if all fall away on account 

of Jesus, I never will,” to which Jesus replied, “Before the rooster crows today, you will 

disown me three times.” 

• In Jewish culture, the Messiah was expected to be someone who would overthrow the 

Roman government and restore Israel to prominence, putting God’s people back on top if 

you will. 

It’s easy to doubt God’s promises when the circumstances don’t look anything like what 

was promised 

▪ Simon has just confessed that Jesus is the Messiah 

▪ Jesus changing Simon’s name to Peter tells him he’ll have a role in 

building the Church, but when Jesus is being arrested and condemned, a 

Church isn’t making any sense. 

Aragorn goes into hiding 



Failure or fear of future failure can cause us to go into “hiding” in terms of what God has 

spoken 

• The next time we see Peter... 

• Then the next time we see Peter…  

 

John 21:3 — “I’m going out to fish,” Simon Peter told them, and they said, “We’ll go with you.” 

So they went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. 

 

• Simon was a fisherman 

• Peter was a rock for the church 

 

Peter went back to an old identity because he thought he failed Jesus 

 

He went back to Simon because he thought he failed as Peter 

 

When we think that we’ve failed God or are doubting His promises, we often go back to 

what is familiar instead of fighting with what we know to be true 

• The enemy wants us to be crippled by shame, guilt, fear, doubt, or a lack of trust 

 

Ephesians 6:17 – “And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is 

the word of God” 

 

That second pivotal point of Peter’s relationship with Jesus is Peter failing to believe that divine 

promise 

 

3. Reinstated to a divine promise – Peter’s reinstatement 

“When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me 

more than these?” “Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Feed my 

lambs.” Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” He answered, “Yes, Lord, you 

know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.” The third time he said to him, 

“Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, 

“Do you love me?” He said, “Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you.” Jesus said, 

“Feed my sheep.” – John 21:15-17 

Jesus speaks directly to our failures and forgives us 

He speaks to where we are and reminds us of where we need to go 

Today I think the Lord is doing one simple thing… He’s reminding us of the promises that He’s 

spoken 

 

Receive 

Remember 



Fight 

 


