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Intro: AJ Wilk. What a summer so grateful for how God is moving in our Awaken Young Adult 
community and in our church as a whole. 
 
This has been a powerful series so far! Grateful for a team that preaches and lives out eh word. 
And a church that doesn’t just listen but links arms and lives this out together.  
 
We’ve heard Paul’s Story, Jorge and where your hope is, and then humble unity. 
 
Before we read from Philippians 3 I want to recognize and recap what we’ve already learned 
this series: Paul is a church planter trying to reach the city of Phillipi with the Gospel of Jesus! 
Many different people from different stages of life, backgrounds and places have been 
transformed by God and are on board to begin cultivating and growing the church together. 
This letter comes to a church that Paul LOVES dearly, he is proud and encouraged by who they 
are and the way they follow Jesus.  
 
Some of the richest texts in all of Scripture are found in these 4 chapters and they come from a 
place of deep care, longing, and challenge to see a church continue to follow Jesus well → living 
a life worthy of the Gospel, the humility of Jesus, sweetness of unity we’ve already read.  
 
But something really interesting and different happens in chapter 3 when it comes to Paul’s 
letter. Let’s go ahead and read together. Open to verse 7 with me 
 

Further, my brothers and sisters, rejoice in the Lord! It is no trouble for me to write the 

same things to you again, and it is a safeguard for you. 2 Watch out for those 

dogs, those evildoers, those mutilators of the flesh. 3 For it is we who are the 

circumcision, we who serve God by his Spirit, who boast in Christ Jesus, and who put no 

confidence in the flesh— 4 though I myself have reasons for such confidence. 

If someone else thinks they have reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I have 

more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a 

Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as for zeal, persecuting the 

church; as for righteousness based on the law, faultless. 



7 But whatever were gains to me I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. 8 What is 

more, I consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ 

Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them garbage, that I may 

gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes 

from the law, but that which is through faith in[a] Christ—the righteousness that comes 

from God on the basis of faith. 10 I want to know Christ—yes, to know the power of his 

resurrection and participation in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11 and so, 

somehow, attaining to the resurrection from the dead. 

12 Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, but I press 

on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 13 Brothers and sisters, I 

do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what 

is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal to win the 

prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. 

Following Paul’s Example 

15 All of us, then, who are mature should take such a view of things. And if on some 

point you think differently, that too God will make clear to you. 16 Only let us live up to 

what we have already attained. 

17 Join together in following my example, brothers and sisters, and just as you have us as 

a model, keep your eyes on those who live as we do. 18 For, as I have often told you 

before and now tell you again even with tears, many live as enemies of the cross of 

Christ. 19 Their destiny is destruction, their god is their stomach, and their glory is in their 

shame. Their mind is set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heaven. And we 

eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who, by the power that 

enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so 

that they will be like his glorious body. 

Each person sets up our lives in pursuit of what we think will bring us the most joy. Replace that 
word with fulfillment, purpose, love, fun etc… The way we were created means that we want to 
find love, joy and fullness of life.  
 
Now if we read quickly, we can miss what Paul does in this chapter. Paul shares his story. 
Personally and emphatically.  
 

Lets go back to v. 4-6 If someone else thinks they have reasons to put confidence in the 

flesh, I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of 
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Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as for 

zeal, persecuting the church; as for righteousness based on the law, faultless. 

Paul shares personal details (the day he was circumcised) and how his story has played out 
from the times he lived with ‘his confidence in the flesh’ to what his story now is and how he 

wants his life to forever be defined by. V. 10-11 10 I want to know Christ—yes, to know the 

power of his resurrection and participation in his sufferings, becoming like him in his 

death, 11 and so, somehow, attaining to the resurrection from the dead. 

 

As Paul shares his story we see in his individual life truths that remain the same across time, 
culture and people. Let’s look at these together 

 

“There is a God-shaped vacuum in the heart of each man which cannot be satisfied by any 
created thing but only by God the Creator, made know through Jesus Christ.” -Pascal 
 
More commonly we refer to this quote “God shaped hole in our hearts” We aren’t meant to be 
fully alive or full of joy until we find our lives in God. Cathy talked about this last week… the 
Trinity-Father, Son and Spirit created the world and humanity out of a shared love and unity. 
We are invited into that unity  
 
But here’s the tricky part with humans, with Paul and with you and I. God along with creating us 
to find fullness in him also gave us free will. He doesn’t force us to love him, choose what’s best 
for our lives or find the joy that only he can give. He gives us a choice because he wants 
relationship to be real. Unfortunately, we sometimes pursue this missing piece of our hearts 
through our own means and methods.  
 
As Paul shared his story, I want to share some of mine showing that this really does play out in 
all of us. Opening illustration: I aspired to be ‘like Mike’ MJ, wanted to go to MSU, play in the 
NBA and win 7 championships. Now that’s honestly hilarious to think I would have confidence 
in my own flesh  
 
Continue Illustration: Then I got called to ministry—and pride, confidence in my own self and 
flesh still slips in. I was ordained this summer. Summer 2022.  
 
 
 
Confidence in the flesh isn’t just pursuing the things of the world. It can be pursuing godly 
things with the wrong heart. We can do all the right religious things, practices and beliefs and 
our confidence can still be in the flesh.  
 
As we continue to study the Scripture and what it means to have confidence in Jesus rather 
than ourselves, I want to first define the word well for us. Because I know many are thinking “I 
thoguth confidence was a good thing? Shouldn’t I be confident or even bold in my faith and 



how God designed me? Yes, and yes. 
 
Here's the Greek word: pepoíthēsis and this is more accurately translated as “reliance and 
trust” 
 
  
 Look at how Saul and Paul handle their confidence, trust and reliance Paul again: 
 
v. 4-6 Saul example:  
You can have the equivalent of Elon Musk and still not make it  
Saul would have been everything to which they aspired 
 
Illustration could be??: as far as the NBA-7 championships GOAT, as far as an attorney-owning 
partner, as far investments –buying amazon in 1998, as influence—12 million followers on 
Instagram and Facebook (you know you only get followers on FB if you’re really famous, us 
lowly people don’t get that perk) 
You can win in society and still not make it 
Someone really famous actually said this: you could gain the whole world, and lose your soul  
What good will it be for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? Or what can 
anyone give in exchange for their soul? Matthew 16:26 
 
Paul example: 
The greatest church planter and writer in history 
Billy Graham, a modern day hero of the faith, 2 million people came to Jesus under his 
preaching. If anyone could have relied on himself or pointed to what he accomplished  He still 
said, I’m nothing except for Jesus. In fact his quote was “Jesus plus nothing” in his sermon,  the 
3 things you can’t do without 
 
Saul/Paul gave up being the perfect Jew to recognize he needed to be transformed by the Jesus 
and his righteousness. But here’s the deal surrendering to the destiny God calls us all to comes 
with a cost:   
 
It’s not a checklist it’s a transformative relationship with Jesus 
 
 
Paul, Billy Graham and so many men and women who are heroes of our faith found this truth 
and held onto it with their whole lives: knowing Jesus is worth everything! 
 
v. 8 the surpassing worth of Jesus Christ as my Lord and savior is worth everthign.  
 
Submitting your life and confidence to Christ is both death and resurrection. We die to our old 
selves and are found alive in Jesus! 
 



Take a deep breath. The pressure is off of us. Can you imagine the weight that was lifted off of 
Paul’s shoulders when he surrendered to Jesus and relied on him for his life. 
 
It’s both a clear logical argument and a heartfelt personal call from the Apostle Paul. (Bad 
business deal if you choose something else, and he himself has experience what it is to know 
Jesus and never be the same) 
 
Such a beautiful thing that righteousness doesn’t come from what we do, it comes from who 
we are—faith in Christ! 
 
And this pursuit of Jesus never ends. Never arrived in this life.  
v. 12-13 Paul doesn’t say once, but twice that he hasn’t arrived. That he’s not there yet 
 
There’s always more to give and pursue because there’s always more of Jesus --  
 
Where is your confidence?   
 
Invite band:  
 
(finalize closing**)  
 
 
“Our greatest fear should not be of failure, but of succeeding at something that doesn't really 
matter”. -D.L. Moody 
 
 
SO WHAT?? 
 
How do we respond to the surpassing worth of Jesus and put our confidence reliance and trust 
in him day by day? 
 
ALL of my life for the rest of my life  
 
Your life is not yours, you are purchased with a price, you’re not just redeemed from stuff you 
are redeemed for stuff.  
 
I wanted to be known for basketball, what will you be known for? 
 
Become something great, but be known for Jesus  
 
It’s not what you did, but who you impacted. It’s not what you invested your life in, it’s who you 
invest your life in  
 
You are sending a message to a time you will not visit  
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