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Prayer – especially those struggling, pray for one another 

 
Introduction - Interview with Pastor Jorge 
 
Transition 
 Series: Count it all Joy 

Pastor Mike Schultz – overview last week 
Each week, look at one chapter 
Encourage you to read the chapter of the week – too much in it to cover all 
Get out your Bible, or the Bible under the chair in front of you 
Turn to Philippians 1 
 
God is doing so much in our church family – get in a group to be supported! 
Very fitting we are working through Philippians 

Written by a loving church planter to his beloved people 
 
Text –  Philippians 1:1-6 

 
Paul writes to them from a dungeon:  
 
Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, 
To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are at Philippi, with the overseers and deacons: 
2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
3 I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, 4 always in every prayer of mine for you 
all, making my prayer with joy, 5 because of your partnership in the gospel from the first 
day until now. 6 And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it 
to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.   

 
  



Structure of an Ancient Letter 
Philippians is a letter from Paul to the church 

Paul follows the letter form of the ancient world—with some important differences. 
 
o Writer was named first, usually with a description of their official title 

▪ Paul gives his title and credentials as a servant of Christ Jesus. 
▪ He had every right to use the term apostle, but he intentionally does not 
▪ The word actually means a slave1, or the property of Christ Jesus2 
▪ We have read this so often, we skim over it, but this would have been shocking 

to his readers 
 

o Next, in an ancient letter, the recipients would be named, usually as lower in status than 
the writer 

▪ But Paul calls himself a slave, and he call the Philippians saints. 

• Do you see what he is doing? He is reversing the order of significance! 

• The Greek word for saint means: people whom God has called out from 
among others and set apart3 

• The Greek word is from one that means that which awakens religious 
awe… to reverence or sacrifice4   

• Why does he flip these? 

• Paul is reminding the Philippians that the path toward Christ is the 
opposite of the path toward success in the world. That in “order to find 
their lives they must lose them, and whoever loses their life for Jesus’ 
sake will find it. (Matt 10:39) 

• He was reminding the church that they were set apart for God’s use, to 
be sacrificed, to be slaves of Christ Jesus – just like Paul’s example 

 

o Remember the people that made up the beginning of the church plant in Philippi?  
Lydia a wealthy woman, a formerly demon-possessed slave girl, a Roman soldier and his 
family. 

▪ When these identified themselves as followers of Jesus 
o It was not a way for them to better their lives, another option, add-on 
o It wasn’t a good thing to do for the children in the family 
o They didn’t begin worshiping God together to fill a social need 

▪ They handed over every aspect of their lives to become slaves of Jesus— 
o To be owned by him, at his disposal 
o As residents in a Roman city, they knew what this meant: 

▪ Their full allegiance was to Caesar 

 
1 Strong, J. (1996). In The New Strong’s Dictionary of Hebrew and Greek Words. Thomas Nelson. 
2 Wuest, K. S. (1961). The New Testament: an expanded translation (Php 1:1–2). Eerdmans. 
3 Thielman, F. (1995). Philippians (p. 35). Zondervan Publishing House. 
4 Hauck, F. (1964–). ἁγνός, ἁγνίζω, ἁγνεία, ἁγνότης, ἁγνισμός. In G. Kittel, G. W. Bromiley, & G. Friedrich (Eds.), 
Theological dictionary of the New Testament (electronic ed., Vol. 1, p. 122). Eerdmans. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/tn-strng?ref=GreekStrongs.1401&off=34&ctx=do%CC%86ulo%CC%86s%2c+doo%C2%B4-los%3b+~from+1210%3b+a+slave+(
https://ref.ly/logosres/wuestnt?ref=Bible.Php1.1&off=46&ctx=ndslaves+by+nature%2c+~the+property+of+Chri
https://ref.ly/logosres/nivac71php?ref=Bible.Php1.1-2&off=3349&ctx=se+believers+as+the+~people+whom+God+has+
https://ref.ly/logosres/tdnt?ref=GreekStrongs.53&off=151&ctx=iginally+signifies+%E2%80%9C~that+which+awakens+r


▪ They knew the cost of not being subservient to Rome  
▪ They were not their own person – they belonged to Caesar! 
▪ When they surrendered to Jesus, they knew they could be killed 

o Their surrender to Jesus was different than their pledge to Rome 
▪ It wasn’t forced or brutal 
▪ It was willing – slave=doulos – can mean bondservant5 
▪ How? Not like a New Year’s resolution – make it happen, fail 
▪ “We stop saying no to God.” Patrick Eby 

 

▪ Paul writes with such encouragement - God will do it 
o Philippians 1:6 

Philippians 2:13 
Philippians 1:27 
Revelation 3:20 

o He who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of 
Jesus Christ (1:6) 

o It is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 
(2:13) 

o let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, (1:27) – only 
possible through God’s work in us 

o Rev 3:20 
o Alexander MacClaren (Scottish preacher in the 1800s) 
o There is a tension – God makes us holy… IF we are willing, give 

permission 
o Hannah Smith – stay on the Potter’s wheel6 

 
▪ Paul is calling the Philippians, his beloved friends, to go deeper and realize the 

deep joy (defiant joy) that is theirs 
o Trinity Church – I don’t have it figured out, but I know there is more 
o This is our fear – that God would call us to something hard or painful 
o Yes, he might. And he promises to be with us, and that he will use it for 

our good – and his glory 
o Your story isn’t finished – he will continue to write it 

 

▪ Paul wrote to the church, not to an individual, calling them all deeper 
o Willing to give everything, hold everything loosely, open hands – even 

our children – knowing God is trustworthy, he calls us deeper b/c it is 
good 

o Our part is to be willing, to stop saying “no,” to enter the bakery, to stay 
on the potter’s wheel 

 
5 https://ronpearce.org/teachingsanddevotionals/bondservants-of-jesus/1/3  
6 Hannah Whitall Smith, The Christian’s Secret of a Happy Life (1875) 

https://ronpearce.org/teachingsanddevotionals/bondservants-of-jesus/1/3


o I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to 
completion at the day of Jesus Christ.   

o This brings true joy – refer to Jorge’s situation 
 
Challenge 
 

Individual versus collective – written to the church, not one person 
 
As we read this together saints of Trinity Church, open the door  
let the Spirit remind you of one thing that is still not surrendered to him. 
 
Could be your children, your future, your will, a habit to break or a habit to add 
 
 
I am no longer my own, but yours. 
Put me to what you will, place me with whom you will. 
Put me to doing, put me to suffering. 
Let me be put to work for you or set aside for you, 
Praised for you or criticized for you. 
Let me be full, let me be empty. 
Let me have all things, let me have nothing. 
I freely and fully surrender all things to your glory and service. 
And now, O wonderful and holy God, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
you are mine, and I am yours. 
So be it. 
And the covenant which I have made on earth, 
Let it also be made in heaven.  Amen. 
 
-- John Wesley's Covenant Prayer 

 
 
  



Philippians 1  

Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, 

To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are at Philippi, with the overseers and deacons: 

2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Thanksgiving and Prayer 

3 I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, 4 always in every prayer of mine for you all 
making my prayer with joy, 5 because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until 
now. 6 And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at 
the day of Jesus Christ. 7 It is right for me to feel this way about you all, because I hold you in my 
heart, for you are all partakers with me of grace, both in my imprisonment and in the defense 
and confirmation of the gospel. 8 For God is my witness, how I yearn for you all with the 
affection of Christ Jesus. 9 And it is my prayer that your love may abound more and more, with 
knowledge and all discernment, 10 so that you may approve what is excellent, and so be pure 
and blameless for the day of Christ, 11 filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through 
Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God. 

The Advance of the Gospel 

12 I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served to advance the 
gospel, 13 so that it has become known throughout the whole imperial guard and to all the rest 
that my imprisonment is for Christ. 14 And most of the brothers, having become confident in the 
Lord by my imprisonment, are much more bold to speak the word without fear. 

15 Some indeed preach Christ from envy and rivalry, but others from good will. 16 The latter do it 
out of love, knowing that I am put here for the defense of the gospel. 17 The former proclaim 
Christ out of selfish ambition, not sincerely but thinking to afflict me in my imprisonment. 
18 What then? Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is proclaimed, and 
in that I rejoice. 

To Live Is Christ 

Yes, and I will rejoice, 19 for I know that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus 
Christ this will turn out for my deliverance, 20 as it is my eager expectation and hope that I will 
not be at all ashamed, but that with full courage now as always Christ will be honored in my 
body, whether by life or by death. 21 For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 22 If I am to live 
in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. Yet which I shall choose I cannot tell. 23 I am hard 
pressed between the two. My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better. 24 But 
to remain in the flesh is more necessary on your account. 25 Convinced of this, I know that I will 



remain and continue with you all, for your progress and joy in the faith, 26 so that in me you 
may have ample cause to glory in Christ Jesus, because of my coming to you again. 

27 Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see 
you or am absent, I may hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind 
striving side by side for the faith of the gospel, 28 and not frightened in anything by your 
opponents. This is a clear sign to them of their destruction, but of your salvation, and that from 
God. 29 For it has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should not only believe in 
him but also suffer for his sake, 30 engaged in the same conflict that you saw I had and now hear 
that I still have. 
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