
You are made for more: In Christ no one is forgotten.  

Colossians 4:2-6 
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Opening Illustration: 

How many here remember the names of their great grandparents? What about great great grand 

parents… It’s ok, most don’t. It’s really sobering to think that most of us will be forgotten in just 

a few generations. This year I lost my last grandparent, my grandmother. It happened just a few 

days before the birth of my fifth child, a little girl named after her. Man, I wish they could have 

met! I wish she could have known my grandma’s amazing stories and heard her powerful 

prayers. I will never forget my last meeting with her.  

It was mid-summer 2020. At the request of my grandmother, we all decided to risk COVID and 

spend some time with her.  About 20 of us gathered together in northern Oklahoma to have a 

little family reunion. One evening after dinner my grandmother pulled me aside and asked if I 

would gather the family around so she could talk to us. So, I did.  

Grandma could see the see the pull of culture, the temptations that stand before her 

children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren. She wanted to work to give us a compass that 

would help us navigate through the trials and temptations that stood before her people. 

She started sharing our story. Not her story, but our story. Where we come from. Who we 

are. What made us. How the decisions of past generations shaped how we view the world.  At 

the very center of this story was Christ, the greatest culture shaper of all in the lineage that is our 

family. Generation after generation, names and people that will soon be forgotten by my children 

and their children, all accepting and passing on a Christ-centered culture.  



 

To The Text: 

2 Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with thanksgiving. 3 At the same time pray for 

us as well that God will open to us a door for the word, that we may declare the mystery of 

Christ, for which I am in prison, 4 so that I may reveal it clearly, as I should.  5 Conduct 

yourselves wisely toward outsiders, making the most of the time. 6 Let your speech always be 

gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how you ought to answer everyone. 1 

(Colossians 4:2-6 NRSV) 

 

Movement 1: Problems in the Past 

 

The power of this text is in the historical context. This letter was written by Paul while in prison 

(4:18) 2 to the church of Colossae. It was a church he didn’t plant and church family he hadn’t 

met. The letter was most likely written in 62 AD around the same time as Philemon and 

Ephesians nearing the latter days of his life. 3  

 

Paul is keenly aware of the cultural temptations and trials that stand before these people. From 

religious legalism that abandons the love of Christ towards the lost world to the powerful pull to 

“go native” and become like the people they are around, Paul understands their fight. 4 Does this 
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2 Crossway Bibles, The ESV Study Bible (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2008), 2289. 
3 Crossway Bibles, The ESV Study Bible (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2008), 2289. 
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Christianity become legalism or fade into the current culture? Going native is a colloquial phrase 

used to describe someone who, over time, blends into the surrounding culture.  

 

Movement 2: The Problem Today 

 

In a way, the trials and temptations are the same today. I think of the Methodist church and the 

denominational split that lays before them. Some want to merely adapt the values of the world 

into their faith. Others want to stand against it. 5 What does it mean to still love the people in a 

lost culture without fading into it? What does it mean for you and I to maintain strong faith and 

still love the lost children of God?  

 

Movement 3: The Grace of God in the Text 

 

It’s not only the specifics of this section of scripture, but also the tone of the whole letter and 

other letters written at this time of his life. He is reminding all these grand-baby Christians they 

are in one glorious family and have powerful Christ-centered identity.   

 

We also see a specific compass emerge from this text, a compass Paul writes to his family, to the 

generations of Christians that he will never meet on this side of life.  

2 Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with thanksgiving. 3 At the same time pray for us 

as well that God will open to us a door for the word, that we may declare the mystery of Christ, 

for which I am in prison, 4 so that I may reveal it clearly, as I should. 5 Conduct yourselves wisely 

 
5 Conservative UMC Split. https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2021/march/conservative-umc-split-
postponed-global-methodist-church.html, last accessed April 27, 2021 



toward outsiders, making the most of the time. 6 Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned 

with salt, so that you may know how you ought to answer everyone. 6 (NRSV) 

 

In prayer, thanksgiving, and even in the sharing with others, remember who you are and walk 

faithfully in that identity.  Keep your eyes on Christ. Remember who you are. I encourage you to 

read the opening chapter of this letter. In it we find the poetic identity we have as believers 

shared across ethnic and generational lines.  

 

Lastly, Paul reminds them they are ambassadors. They wait on their true home but Christian 

waiting isn’t passive. It’s a call to represent Christ and a call to invite others to Him. It’s a call to 

be bringers of His kingdom to your spheres of influence.  

 

As you wait on your true home, remember your identity and remember your mission continually.  

 

Movement 4: The Grace for us today 

 

We face many temptations in our time: the temptation to go native, to just become the culture 

around us; the temptation to become a religious zealot that no longer represents Christ well and 

has disdain instead of compassion for a lost world. The way we thrive as believers in this broken 

world is in remembering our story, our identity, our history, and our future.  

 

 
6 The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1989), 
Col 4:2–6. 



Final Thoughts: 

Back to my grandmother’s passing. I literally sat in the hospital holding my newborn baby girl 

while I watched my grandmother’s funeral on my iPad.  What did she leave behind for us? It 

wasn’t gold, worldly influence or property. The truth is she will quickly fade in the memory of 

my kids. Yet, she did leave something that lasts. It was a compass. She left us a compass for 

living, a way to traverse this very complex world with mountains of temptation. We named our 

new daughter after her, Julia Dorothy Colaw. Like Paul she had never met the next generation 

she was going to heavily influence. Like Paul, it wasn’t her direct physical contact, it was a 

culture instituted. She knew her time was limited but the identity we shared wasn’t.  

We are made for more than our story alone. We join in a long line of ambassadors of Christ’s 

kingdom culture. Julia will be able to know her grandma through eternity because grandma’s 

culture is Christ’s culture and His culture will never pass away.  

 

Next Steps: What should we do?  

1. Prioritize the places where your eternal identity is refined, specifically the Church. 

The Church is the prime tool Jesus instituted to create and refine Kingdom culture. Yes, 

churches are imperfect; like a hospital with sick people, the church is where people come 

to become healthy.  

2. Create a Christian culture. Make prayer and an attitude of thanksgiving be a daily 

practice. They keep you focused and mature your heart.  

3. Talk about your faith. Especially with your family. Share your story with your friends, 

family, your community or discipleship group, everywhere. In the sharing, you refine and 

focus your heart.  



 


