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Introduction 

Praise God for this opportunity to share the message of God’s love with you today. My heart-felt 

thanks go to pastor Mike and our leadership team for scheduling this special time of preaching for me as 

well.  

My Vision 

I have a vision imparted by the word of God in 1 John 4:19 –“We love Him because He first loves 

us”. My vision becomes the backbone of my message and ministry. I felt like immediately connected and 

overwhelmed the moment I read the collective vision of our Trinity Church- “Love God, love one another 

and help others know and love God” before coming to the United States to be a part of the ministries of 

Trinity. Praise God that we’ve been holding the same unified vision even before we meet in person in 

the Lord’s service like this. Halleluiah! In my vision I see many people of different backgrounds are 

drawn to the throne of God through the miraculous and healing power of the Holy Spirit in action. And 

people taste and see the love of God and are persuaded to love God and love one another and help 

others know and love God in response. 

Text: “We Love Him because He first loves Us” 1John 4:19 

The Scripture says that the reason why we love God is because He first loves us. That means Our 

love to God and to one another depends on how we understand God first loves us. It is impossible to 

love God unless we do understand first His love, which is unconditional regardless of who we are and 

what we do. If you understand God’s unconditional love, you will be dominated by God’s love. If you are 

ruled and humbled by God’s love, obedience and submission are no longer either a burden or 

responsibility. But rather, they would become our life just as for a fish to live and swim in the water is 

not a responsibility nor a burden but its life and pleasure.  

One story of a slave girl during slave trade in the US before the Civil War always flashes my mind 

whenever I meditate on this text, and I am compelled to share it in order to make plainer of God’s love 

and our response. One day two white men who look very rude and ferocious were bidding at an auction 

over a slave girl with chains on her hands, neck and legs in a crowded market place. As bidding 

progressed, the crowd applauded and clapped hands with a big shout. A slave girl suddenly wept 

sobbingly for fear of falling into the hands of either one or the other man, because she knew that her 

whole life would be in a misery if she fell prey to anyone of them. Meanwhile, a rich white man caught a 

glimpse of a girl weeping and was moved with great compassion, and asked the man who chaired the 

auction if he could join the bidding. The rich man was allowed to join so. Now three men were bidding 

so tensely and the price went sky high. The rich man won the bidding eventually. Unlike the custom of 

those times, he took her to a blacksmith and let him remove all the iron chains from her. At this, the rich 



man said to her, “I didn’t purchase you to be my slave but to set you free. I redeemed you with this 

great cost because I was moved with compassion toward you from the bottom of my heart. You are 

completely free from now onward. Go and enjoy your freedom as you please. You are no longer a 

slave”.  

However, the girl was extremely amazed the moment she heard those words of deliverance from 

the rich man, which she never even dreamed of. This type of story/incident was never heard before that 

it is so hard for the girl to believe. She was still surprised with doubt. So, the rich man repeated the same 

declaration to her with reassurance. Then, she was overjoyed with tears flowing from her eyes, and ran 

some distance leaping and dancing. Immediately, she halted and considered the cause of her freedom 

and the love of her master. So, she thought to herself, “If this man didn’t purchase me, I would certainly 

fall victim to one of the men whom I fear most and would have gone a lifetime of hell. There would be 

none like this man who loves me on earth. I would rather return quickly and submit to him and say, 

“Master, please allow me to serve you till I die though you didn’t buy me for your slave. I am willing and 

pleased to serve you to the best of my ability. I would find none like you who loves me this much”. Then, 

she joyfully returned to her master and served him her whole life. 

We spiritually have the same story like the slave girl. We all were once slaves of Satan and bound 

with the power of sin and destined to the eternal fire. We were spiritually desperate and wretched. We 

couldn’t save and redeem ourselves. But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we 

were still sinners, Christ died for us (Rom.5:8). For God so loved us that He gave His only begotten Son 

Jesus Christ that we believe in Him should not perish but have eternal life (John 3:16). Now the love of 

God in Christ Jesus redeemed us from the power of sin and Satan through the blood of our Lord Jesus 

Christ (1 Pet 1:18). Just as a slave girl was really set free, we are also free indeed because Jesus the Truth 

has set us free from the slavery of Satan (John 8:32). So, now there is no chain of sin on us. We are 

completely set free just as a slave girl was. This is the love that God first loves us (1 John 4:10, 19). 

Therefore, no one will go to hell for his sin, but one will go to hell for not believing in Jesus Christ who 

paid the price for his sin because of the love God first loves us. No one will go to hell not because he is 

not loved, but because he doesn’t make use of the love bestowed to trust Jesus Christ as Savior.  

Many Christians don’t consider and understand the love of God that freed us from the power of 

Satan and sin as a slave girl did. The slave girl enjoyed her freedom dancing and leaping and running as 

she pleased till she remembered the love and compassion of her master. In like manner, many people 

who claim to be Christians do not live a Christian life but live a worldly life instead and go as they please. 

They like to justify their fleshly way of living by saying “This is my life, my way, my right...what you think 

good may not be good for me, and what you think bad may be good for me. So, mind your own business 

and go as you please. Please don’t bother about me”. A friend of mine told me a story of one of the Chin 

immigrant families. He said, “One boy was rebellious in his family behaving and acting against the 

procedure of his family and against his parents all the times. One day his father rebuked him not to act 

like that anymore. On the instant, the boy turned to his father and scolded him, saying, “This is America! 

I am now 18. You have no right, no power to discipline me. I can do whatever I please. This is my way, 

my right and my life. Don’t discipline me anymore”. And the father also reprimanded him, saying, “All 

right! This is absolutely your way and your life, but this is my house…get out now”. Some Christians who 

don’t really understand the first love of God live like that boy does. They don’t have the spirit of willful 

submission to God and men.  



My dear American friends in Christ, you are tremendously blessed with double freedoms in 

comparison to other countries like Myanmar, North Korea etc..: No. 1 spiritual freedom endowed by 

Christ on the Cross, and No. 2 national freedom granted through the government. You have freedom of 

speech, freedom of religion, freedom of self-determination, freedom of individualism. Yet, beware that 

your freedom can lead you to eternal fire. I warn you in the name of Jesus that your blessed freedom 

shouldn’t be instrumental to Satan to destroy you or distract you from God who loves you 

unconditionally and gave you the freedom. The Bible says, “As free, yet not using liberty as a cloak for 

vice, but as bondservants of God” (1 Pet 2:16). For this reason, use your divine gift of freedom to love 

and serve God faithfully.  

The slave girl deliberately and willingly submitted herself to the service of her master as soon as she 

realized the love of her master. Serving her master, the rest of her life is no longer a burden or a hard 

thing to her, but her joy, her pleasure and life instead. The Bible says, “For this is the love of God, that 

we keep His commandments. And His commandments are not burdensome” (1 John 5:3). As long as we 

see obedience and submission as burdensome, that means we don’t understand enough the love God 

first loves us. Submission is the culture of love. So, where there is love, there is submission. Submission 

to God, submission to one another in the church, submission in the family, submission in the 

community, and submission in the country. Understanding God’s love produces willful submission.  

Where there is submission out of love, hatred, rebellion, strife, pride and selfishness can no longer exist. 

The love of God prevails all things. I was once chained with a habit of smoking by Satan for about some 

years, but the love of God in Christ has set me free completely also from that chain. Understanding 

God’s first love which is the Truth is able to set you free from any chain of sinful habits and of evil spirits 

and of physical infirmities if you believe. Jesus said, “You will know the Truth and the Truth shall make 

you free,” (John 8:32). All kinds of stony hearts and things melt before the Truth, the love of God. 

We know that doctrine and theology divide and cause disharmony among us; but love is able to 

reunite and reshape us into the unique likeness of Jesus Christ. Love is the power of God to harmonize 

the disharmonized, to make straight what is crooked, to correct what is wrong, to make wise what is 

foolish and to turn the world of darkness into the world of light. No matter whatever even the best 

theology you may hold, a theology devoid of love is just more than nothing (1Cor.13:1-3). Love is more 

powerful than nuclear weapon. Together we can overcome the world, the Devil and his hosts with the 

powerful weapon of faith and love.  

Love is nothing but to keep God’s commandments, to submit ourselves to Him and to one another. 

God bless you all.  

 


