
ALL IN 
“God wants every piece of us. Not just parts of us, ALL OF US” 

 
Intro 

1) Morning 
2) Sam Linette, Student Pastor  
3) First time visitors, joining us after being away…Made for More series  
4) Go check out Andy and Marcus sermon if you missed 
5) Privilege for me to share my story and journey of God’s calling  
6) Pray with me. 

 
Have you ever asked yourself this question… 

What does God want from me? What is God’s will for my life?  
 

- Me too, ironic, I don’t know, still asking  
- No profound experience, frustrating, give me a occupation, job location, change my 

circumstance  
- Asked me to share my calling, I don’t know…still don’t  
- BUT, preparing for this sermon God led me to this verse. Maybe it’s not as 

complicated as we make it. Maybe it’s not what it seems. May be not just my calling 
but all of ours. 

 

John 13:34-35 

“34 I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as 

I have loved you, you also should love one another. 35 By this 

everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for 

one another.” 
 

- This is how I was first drawn to the Lord, and this has been my motivation and drive, 
this is why I’m here today. 

- I’ve experienced this before, but unfortunately I don’t see this with the majority of 
our Christian brothers and sisters. Maybe this is my calling, to bring this back. Maybe 
this is our calling. 

 
Let me share with you some of My Journey to God 

1) Catholic – my experience was respect, reverence, Lordship  

2) Young Life – different community of joy and love 

a. Challenge to open my heart to God…I opened the door to my heart and showed 
me Himself  

3) Kids Across America – unity, love for each other 



a. Open my heart again  
b. Don’t want to leave…”Go create this community where you are” 
c. Been trying to do that ever since…my calling 

4) MY JOURNEY HERE: No Straight Path  
a. Wofford - Dream Job – “Is this it?” Open my heart again 
b. DePauw – open up heart again  
c. AU/Seminary – open up heart again  
d. Trinity – open up heart again  

5) Wrestle with no love in Church, Denominations – THE CALL 
a. Dwayne: “Who are your closest friends from camp?” 
b. Me: “You, Joe, Big Mike, Matty-Ice, Ralph, Ray Fig, Derek” 
c. Dwayne: “Diverse group of people bro” 
d. Me: Sports jock, DJ from projects, an aerial dancer, OU Drumline band geek, 

Baseball player, male cheerleader, former drug runner, and a bi-racial worship 
leader. 

e. Dwayne: “What denomination or church were they part of?” 
f. Me: “Umm….we never talked about it, I don’t know.”  
g. Dwayne: “Did you doubt for a second they loved the Lord with all they had and 

gave all they had to love you and those kids?” 
h. Me: “No doubt in my mind at all. I’d lay down my life for these guys and know 

they’d do the same.” 
i. He gave that awkward silence… 
j. Dwayne: “So what brought you guys together?” 
k. Me: “Love for Christ and love for others…” 
l. Dwayne: “That’s the church bro…” 

 
My Call: cultivate real, authentic community centered around the Love of Christ  
 
John 13:34-35 

“34 I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you 

also should love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you 

have love for one another.” 

 
 

Message: Why do we as Christians struggle to love like this? Why isn’t 
this love evident in the Church and among Christians? 

- We don’t give God every bit of us. He don’t open ALL the doors of our 
heart to him. He keep some doors closed. 

 
We choose parts of ourselves to give to God, and keep other parts for 
ourselves. 



 

God wants every piece of us. Not just parts of us, ALL of us. ALL IN! 
Open those doors. 
 

 

1) Greatest Commandment – Matthew 22:34-40 
 

“When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they 
gathered together, and one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to 
test him. “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?” 
He said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
and with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the first and 
greatest commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments hang all the law 
and the prophets.” 
 
a. LOVE, to know it well 
b. With ALL OF YOU, let in engulf everything you do 
c. Share it with others 

WE CAN’T GIVE OTHERS WHAT WE DON’T HAVE 
d. We Hold Back:  

i. Mind and Effort  
ii. Heart – that was me  

1. Wounds – family, friends  
2. Guilt/Shame – past things I’ve done, struggle with  
3. Bitterness – God, why;  

iii. 1 Corinthians 12-13…have all the gifts in the world but no love 
2) Protective of our heart 
3) Tombs/Guest Room 

a. Marcus DePeal last week 
b. Lazarus Tombs…we try bury our stuff 
c. Room in a house, Rooms in our hearts   
d. We do this with our hearts and emotions and feelings 
e. We shove Past hurts, pain, bitterness, frustration, hard heartedness, hatred, 

anger, guilt, shame, longing, loneliness, emptiness, betrayal, jealousy, 
pride…all the feels we go through into this room, we won’t have to deal with 
them, and no one see it, hope they’ll go away, and hope God doesn’t see them 
too 

f. The more we hold back from God, the less capacity our heart has to know love 
and to love. 

 



God wants every piece of us. Not just parts of us, ALL of us. ALL IN! 
Open the door. 
 
 

4) Nothing to fear – God sees us, mess and all, and LOVES US! He wants to redeem and 
restore. There is nothing too far gone, too scary, to messy.  

a. God is not intimidated by our past, our hurts, our habits, our mistakes, our 
mess.  

b. God wants in. He wants all of you, all of your heart. 
5) Open the Door 

a. Open the door to those places in your heart you’ve kept closed and shut off. 
b. Opening the door is difficult. It makes turn back and face the things we’ve tried 

to hide from. It leaves us vulnerable to the things that are painful. But God 
already knows and you are loved. 

c. What does it mean to open the door? 
d. Opening the door is a confession. As we are honest with ourselves and God, as 

we confess the reality of our situation, feelings, and heart condition openly to 
God, we admit that we aren’t God and that we need one. That we aren’t the 
savior of our lives and we need one. We invite God in to renovate and restore 
our hearts to Him, to be engulfed by love. 

 
Opening the doors of your heart is a confession, a surrender, a submission.  You 
admit that you are not God, and you need one. It is also an invitation to God to 
come in and redeem, restore, and bring new life into that place. 

 
“God does not intend to roll the stone away from a tomb he doesn’t plan on 
redeeming and restoring. The healing you desire is on the other side of your 
obedience and surrender.” – Marcus DePeal 
 

e. On the other side of confession and that open door 
 
 

God wants every piece of us. Not just parts of us, ALL of us. ALL IN! 
Open the Door! 
 
 
 
 
Response 
 



Today is the day. The day to clean out those closets. To shed light in those rooms. To unlock 
that door that you’ve been hiding stuff in for this long. God wants to redeem, restore, and bring 
new life and love in that room, that part of your heart and life TODAY!  

- What doors do you need to open today and let God in? 
- Where is love NOT winning in your life, your heart?  
- Invite God into those areas today. 

 
Let the Spirit shed light on those places in your heart or your life that love needs to win. 
 
Let GOD in, Let LOVE win. 
 
Write those things on your card. 
 
 
Josh Sending? 
 
You are in the best position to bring God’s Kingdom Come. He wants to use you to do His 
will….to Love like he does. 
 
I leave you with a quote from Katongole and Rice: 
 

“Indeed, people who do not work as religious or service professionals are often in 
a better position to join the quiet revolution of God’s Kingdom. Not captivated by 
the temptation to do great things for God, they patiently go about the hard work 
of loving their friends and enemies.” 
    -Reconciling All Things, Katongole and Rice  
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