
Share call to ministry 

 

Intro: John 11 – Resurrection of Lazarus 

 

Background – 3 things you need to know 

1. Story centers around Jesus and a set of 3 siblings (Lazarus, Mary, and Martha) 

2. Lazarus gets really sick, so Mary and Martha send a messenger to Jesus saying “the one 

you love is sick” 

3. Jesus then says “This sickness will not end in death,” waits two days, and heads to 

Bethany – the town the siblings are in 

 

Read John 11:17-27;34-44 

 
Recap: 

• Lazarus is sick 

• Jesus says it won’t end it death 

• Lazarus has died 

• Martha says to Jesus “if only you had been here he wouldn’t have died” 

• Jesus says “your brother will rise again” 

• Mary says the same thing to Jesus – “if only you had been here he wouldn’t have died” 

• Jesus goes up to the tomb and says roll away the stone, Martha says “But Lord” or 

basically “don’t do it” 

• Jesus says “Did I not tell you that if you believe you will see the Glory of God?” 

• Jesus has them roll away the stone 

• Lazarus comes out resurrected 

 

Tell story of 2007 Tostitos Fiesta Bowl – Boise State vs. Oklahoma 

• Watching with my dad and my brother 

• Boise State is a huge underdog 

• Boise State up 18, chokes away the lead in the fourth quarter and goes down 7 

• My brother goes to bed, says the game is over 

• Hook and ladder, statue of liberty 

 

Why do I tell this story? Because my brother missed one of the craziest moments in college 

football history, because he had written off the possibility of it ever happening. 

 

I think we do the same things in our spiritual lives sometimes as well… 

 

1. Sometimes we miss what God is trying to do in our lives, because 

we don’t fully believe in the impossible 

 
• Now there’s something that might be helpful for us to know at this point… it’s kind of 

crazy, but there was a cultural norm at the time that the spirit of a dead person would 

actually hang around the tomb for 3 days before departing to the afterlife… and if you 



were listening really closely you might remember that Jesus showed up on day number… 

4. 
 

• Jesus has already declared that this sickness will not end in death, and told Martha that 

Lazarus will rise again, and Martha gives great statements of faith: 
 

o “If you had been here, my brother wouldn’t have died” 
o “But I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask” 
o “I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God…” 
o She’s saying all the right things, but in the moment of action she doesn’t 

want Jesus to open the tomb! 
 

o Jesus tends to show up when things seem to be the most impossible… what is 

it in your life that you struggle to believe is fully possible for Him to do? 

▪ Heal a past wound or relationship 

▪ Reach a certain person in your life 

▪ Take away a major sin or struggle you’ve been dealing with 

 
Share brief testimony of Battle Creek 

• The Lord asked me to let him heal it 

• No, Lord – it’ll be messy. I’m scared.  

 

2. Jesus doesn’t ask us to open a tomb if He doesn’t have a plan to 

restore and resurrect what’s inside 

 
• “Did I not tell you if you believe you will see the glory of God?” 

 

• After 4 days his body would’ve been rotting – Martha has a point 

o Jesus would’ve literally had to rebuild Lazarus – he would’ve had to make rotting 

flesh whole again 

o He will do the same with what’s inside the tomb in your life 

 

 

3. The cost of saying “But Lord” is so much greater than the cost of 

saying “Yes Lord” 

 
• I believe that as Jesus is even walking up to tombs in our lives this morning, it’s so 

common for us to all hear the same exact lie from the enemy 

o “The cost of rolling away the stone is too great” 

o “If you roll away the stone people will see that sin you’ve been hiding” 

o “If you roll away the stone you’ll have to face those emotions you’ve buried” 

o “If you roll away the stone you’ll have to have a conversation you don’t want to” 



o He wants us to believe that the cost of rolling away the stone is too great 

 

• The healing you desire is on the other side of your obedience and surrender  

o Jesus didn’t force Martha to roll away the stone, he left the choice to her 

o We can continue to conceal the dead things in our lives, or we can choose to 

reveal them to a God that can resurrect them 

 

3 Questions (used as “Next steps card” response as well): 

 

1. What is it in your life that you struggle to “fully believe” God wants change in you or 

around you? 

2. Is there anything holding you back from rolling away a stone in your life? Fear, anxiety, 

bitterness, pride, shame etc.?  

3. Is there a situation in your life where you need to say “Yes Lord” that you’ve been trying 

to avoid? 

 

 

Take off your grave clothes and let him go 

 


