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Introduction 
 
There have been quite a few authors over the years that have deeply impacted me. One of the 
most influential for me is C.S. Lewis. However, some of his most powerful ideas are best 
illustrated in his fiction literature. In his fiction books he talks a lot about beauty. He goes on to 
explain in many different ways that one of the greatest things we can do is pull or point out 
what is beautiful in people and in the world. This is in fact hard for us. Many of us prefer to 
point out what is detestable. Not only individually but also socially.  

• Think of the news. What do they usually report? What is detestable.  

• Think about conversations with your spouse. What do you usually talk about? What is 
wrong or needs improved.  

• Walk outside of your house and look at your yard. What do you see? Probably what 
needs to be fixed.  

• Think of a coach, counselor or even a personal trainer. What are they fixing? What is 
wrong with you.  

Lewis would say that this isn’t always wrong to do, it’s just equally important to see what is 
beautiful and pull that out.  
 
Do you bring out the beauty or do you only magnify the broken?  
 
Pause on that question. I am going to come back to this idea.  
 
What I am going to share next I don’t believe I have shared publicly. Some of you won’t believe 
me. That’s okay. I don’t expect you to. As many of you know Luke 1:17 is my life verse but you 
don’t know the full story of how I got it.  
I didn’t choose it. God made me take it.  
About 15 years ago I was doing my devotions like I often do. Nothing different or special. While 
reading through the opening of Luke I read verse 17 and the power went off in the house. It 
became dark outside and the living room went dark. I kid you not, a huge clap of thunder 
struck, it shook the whole house. I felt God say, “You will give your life to this verse.” In tears I 
hopped up and walked outside to find no storm.  
So, what exactly did your pastor give his life to?  
 

Luke 1:13-17 ESV 
13 But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard, and 
your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his name John. 14 And you will have 
joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, 15 for he will be great before the Lord. And 



he must not drink wine or strong drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his 
mother’s womb. 16 And he will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God, 17 and 
he will go before him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the 
children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready for the Lord a people 
prepared.”  
 

• Take a moment and come into this story.  
o It’s been about 400 years since humanity has heard from God in a powerful way. 

Even many of the religious leaders are beginning to doubt whether there really is 
an afterlife. (According to Josephus the Sadducees didn’t believe in an afterlife 
and that the soul wasn’t immortal.)  

o Zechariah who is basically just a regular pastor has this powerful encounter with 
an angel who prophecies that he will have a son to be named John and he will be 
given a very specific task.  

• Who is John? 
o John is the last of the Old Testament Prophets.  
o John is one of the first followers of Christ.  
o John is a little crazy compared to people of his day. He ate locusts and wild 

honey and wore camel’s hair.  
o John’s task: to prepare people for the coming of Christ.  

• How is John to prepare people for the coming of Christ? (vs.17) 
o Reunite families - think legacy, next generation.  
o Teach people who are lost the ways of truth.  Spiritual conversion.  
o Prepare the bride (God’s people) for the arrival of their groom (Jesus). Growing 

in faith.  
 
I have centered myself back to this again and I am aligning our whole church with it.  
 
These ideas lead me to our next series.  
This is huge. Over the next six weeks our church staff will be working on some big projects. I 
honestly think this next year will be one of the most important in our story.  

1. Next Generation: I fully believe we will become a sending agency for young pastors. I 
plan on developing with the staff a leadership development program where we are 
training up and sending out pastors on a regular basis.  

a. Over the next few weeks you will hear from our up and coming residents who 
feel called to pastor. We will hear their stories and pray over their current future 
ministries. (Can I get a slide with their pictures?)  

2. With God’s grace we will be developing a plan to help plant a church every year: Our 
first project is in Muncy, Indiana with a man who you will be meeting named Mike 
Hewitt. (Insert Picture of his family) We will also be developing plans to launch even 
more services and locations around the Indianapolis area.  

3. Growing in faith: The staff will plan out the next year of sermons. We plan to study 
through the book of John. I just finished my first round through the book. I already have 
over 20,000 words of personal reflection on the book.  



 

How can you help? (Next Steps Cards) 
Our vision is really big:  From helping rescue children from slavery around the world to helping 
those in poverty here in Indianapolis, supporting missionaries in foreign countries to planting 
churches and launching campuses. I fully believe this is just the beginning!  
 
So, how can you help?  

1. Pray: Commit to fast and pray for the team and I over the next 6 weeks.  
2. Give: The truth is this vision will require more hands. We are a very generous church, 

but we need to expand the team a bit more. I need to hire about two more part time 
people to help develop all of this in addition to funding the programs themselves.  

3. Serve: Commit to help with what’s happening here, downtown or even around the 
world. 

4. Attitude: Everywhere you go, as Lewis says, point out the beauty of what God is doing. 
From a quick Facebook or Google review to inviting your neighbor to church. I see such 
amazing beauty here and I want you to see it too!  

 

Final Thoughts: 
This will be our verse for the series.  
Isaiah’s Commission from the Lord 
8 And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” Then I 
said, “Here I am! Send me.”  
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* Many in the early church believed that this reference to locusts was actually meant to 
refer to the seeds of the carob tree, because the word used was similar in the Greek. 
However, most modern scholars accept that John the Baptist actually received his protein 
from Locusts. The Greek word used for locust is “akris” and is used 3 other times in the 
New Testament, always to describe a locust. 
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