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Hello Trinity Church, my name is AJ Wilk, and my wife Michaela and I are SO glad to be part of 
this family. I want to welcome those of you joining online on this beautiful July 4th Holiday 
weekend… I serve at Trinity as the Mobilization Pastor, this simply means that I get to partner 
with all of you to equip and encourage you to live out the Gospel in your spheres of influence. If 
you want to have any conversations afterwards about people God has been laying on your 
heart to pray for or reach out to, or if you have any ministry initiatives you’ve been thinking of, 
please come find me in person, email, text or call! I’m so looking forward to partnering with you 
all to move the mission of Jesus forward// 
 
Pause and PRAY. New Series, ask God to speak to our hearts. 
 
 
EXPECTATION, anticipation, excitement, dissatisfaction, nervousness, intrigue, skepticism, 
wonder, awe, fear….  
 
This is the scene we enter when we read Matthew chapter 5. 
 
As the people approached this mountain on the north edge of the sea of Galilee, the Jews, 
Gentiles and Galileans, the moms, dads, kids, grandparents and young adults (did they have 
that designation in 30 A.D J)… who came to hear what this Jewish Rabbi had to say felt this 
whole mix of feelings, and each one of them came expectant for something.  
 
There were rumblings of this man from Nazareth. A man, a teacher who called people to be his 
disciples, had been baptized by John the Baptist, and healed the sick with miraculous works. 
Large crowds had begun to follow him and come to him for healing…. Now this man was going 
to teach!  
 
The common thread in this expectancy was a thirst for MORE. Some came for more human 
insight, others came for more healing and bodily function, even others came for more of God 
and to learn about him. This expectation was fueled by human longing that has been in place 
since we were separated from God in the Garden of Eden. A longing that there must be MORE 
to this life…. Sickness, brokenness, human fragility, and limited knowledge can’t be all there can 
be?? Can it? How does this man have power over the brokenness of this world? 
 
 

This is the scene, and now let’s read together the inaugural sermon of the Son of God, Jesus 
Christ:  



Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His 
disciples came to him, 2 and he began to teach them. 

 

Pause here. I love studying God’s Word, and preaching. It’s such a joy, though hard work. Some 
of the hard work I love the most is stepping into the story of Scripture. The amazing thing about 
the passages of Scripture is that they take place in a real place with real people. So today, will 
you journey through this passage with me engaging our spiritual imagination? Discovering the 
real context this took place in. 

Let’s think deeper of all the expectations, all the longings that the people of the mountainside 
felt. Longing for healing and freedom, longing for more wealth and success, desire for greater 
influence and fame, longing for something more  

Think of Roman culture and what that taught people to want: human flourishing or the more of 
life through Rome’s eyes was great success: wealth and power, dominance over others, 
betterment of self (humanism), charismatic energy that was loud and proud, great intellect, 
physical strength 

Every single person on this mountainside lived in that culture. You could not escape the 
constant drum of Roman culture in this day and age. So people look at Jesus as a powerful 
person with that perspective, with that frame of reference… 

What is the more of the Kingdom of God? What is the more of Jesus? 

The Beatitudes 

He said: 

3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
    for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4 Blessed are those who mourn, 
    for they will be comforted. 
5 Blessed are the meek, 
    for they will inherit the earth. 
6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
    for they will be filled. 
7 Blessed are the merciful, 
    for they will be shown mercy. 
8 Blessed are the pure in heart, 
    for they will see God. 



9 Blessed are the peacemakers, 
    for they will be called children of God. 
10 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, 
    for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
11 “Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil 
against you because of me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in 
heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

Now, I love Jesus for a lot of reasons. But one of my favorites is the way that he SO lovingly and 
yet SO clearly speaks directly to the hearts of people. He doesn’t try and work his way around 
where people are at, but rather with great precision speaks to the exact needs and reasons that 
people come with. Literally in the first ten minutes of his first sermon he speaks to exactly what 
this first great crowd is wanting: How do I get more in life? How do I become blessed? 
 
Blessed is one of the key words in this passage. The word ‘Makarios’ is the Greek word for 
blessed and it’s translated best as ‘happy, joyful, content, and favorable—fortunate.’ 
Remember how we talked about expectation? People were intrigued there might be more to 
life than the brokenness, despair and death of this world. Right from the start Jesus speaks 
powerfully to this reality that people desperately want more in life.  Those moms and dads, 
grandparents, young adults, and kids on the mountainside certainly wanted blessed lives… 
whether they had good intentions or not. 
 
The longing itself and desire itself for more that everyone has isn’t bad. Each person leaning in 
and hanging on to every word Jesus is preaching on this mountainside isn’t wrong because they 
want more, or they want to be blessed. It’s just wrongly aimed, it’s been distorted and 
morphed towards protection of self over others, seeing only the here and now (one spec on the 
front railing) and buying into what the world sees as happy, fortunate, joyful and content… 
 
///Story of being a ‘baby’ when sick with a cold or the flu  
 
How many people know someone who is a baby when they are sick? They are really needy, 
maybe overdramatic and need to be cared for like crazy. If you can’t think of someone, you 
probably are that person and you join me in being someone who’s overly sensitive when sick.  
 
Two stories: Coming to philosophy class with Michaela and trying to act tough for the hour and 
half. Going back to my dorm room and calling my mom, asking my roommates to get my food 
etc.. 
 
Then my true colors came out this past year. I got the flu, had to get a covid test, and my true 
colors came out to my wife. (We actually celebrated our 1st wedding anniversary two days ago 
up in Michigan. Yes, she’s put up with me including my dramatic sicknesses for a year now. 
Does she get a prize?) I was asking for everything, having her attend to my every need, and 
thinking that I would never feel better J  



If you can relate to this when your sick, the reason I share this story. Other than to get you to 
laugh at me, is because It’s easy 2-3 days into being sick to forget what it feels like to be 
healthy. Your body hurts, your mind is distracted, you don’t have energy. I can hardly 
remember what it’s like to be living at full health in the middle of all of that. Some of you live 
with illness and feel the brokenness of body 
 
The same is true of this constant drumbeat of roman culture for those listening to Jesus’ 
sermon. Maybe they’ve lived in this empire for 5 years, 10, most likely their whole lives? They 
are constantly being bombarded with the Roman version of more, the Roman version of 
blessed, the Roman version of human flourishing. And it’s not working…. Its not making their 
lives better. They want to be healthy, and yet they can hardly remember, and some don’t even 
know what that looks like because they’ve been so consumed with the values and culture of 
Rome.  
 
Each one has been pursuing things that don’t actually lead to more!! 
 
They felt what we all feel, a longing for something different, better, greater; MORE. But they 
tried to find it in themselves and what felt good in the things around them. 
 
All of us at some level can resonate with the people on the mountainside on the north side of 
the sea of galilee that day when it comes to our desire for more not being met in the things of 
this world… America’s promises are just as empty as Rome’s.  
 
There are many great things about America, but it is not unique from all other countries and 
cultures outside of Kingdom Culture that cannot fully deliver on what it promises.  
 
 
-------- 
 
 
Jesus’ message is a refreshing and distinctive difference from what Rome’s humanism or 
‘human greatness by human effort’ has to offer.  
 
 
Many preachers who preach from this text use titles like the upside-down kingdom, or the 
reversed characteristics of God. And there is some truth in that! 
 
Let’s look at this contrast with a few examples 
 
Blessed are the poor in spirit 
 
Blesses are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness 
 
Blessed are the merciful/peacemakers 



 
Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness  
 
When Jesus teaches that the poor in spirit are blessed, he is also saying the proud in spirit are 
not.  
 
 
Jesus teaches that foundationally and first, our desires and entire beings need to be 
transformed.  
Being poor in spirit isn’t just trying to act more dependent on God. Living as a merciful person 
doesn’t just happen with giving a few dollars to a homeless. Being a peacemaker takes more 
than one apology. The very essence of who we are needs to be surrendered to God, and he will 
transform us into people that desire what Jesus teaches us.  
 
 

 
Go back to the: Illustration of the 2nd or 3rd day being sick and how you can’t remember 
what normal feels like.  
 
Think of things way more serious:  
A day in and day out illness like cancer or another debilitating disease 
 
The pandemic 
 
We can’t control or dictate our circumstances 

 
We need to be awakened and transformed by the Holy Spirit to want what Jesus teaches us 
to want, so that we might live like Jesus calls us to live. 
 
 
One of the popular biblical ways to talk about this is the story of God rescuing his people from 
slavery in Egypt.  
 
God doesn’t just want his people out of Egypt, he wants Egypt out of his people. 
God doesn’t simply want his people out of Rome, he wants Rome out of his people 
 
God doesn’t just want us out of secular places, he wants Holy Spirit driven people in those 
places!  
 
With Jesus there is a new way forward. God redefines what it means to be blessed and to live a 
life with true purpose and worth. It’s not running from things that are not God, it’s participating 
in the life of the Gospel to bring redemption to even the darkest places.  
 
Do you long for more? 



 
Do you have some righteous anger for the wrong in our world: racism, poverty, sex-trafficking, 
moral relativism? 
Do you want to live a life that is fortunate, a life that is blessed with joy and happiness?  
 
GOOD! 
 
 
Every single person in this room and watching online at some point or another has felt deep 
within them this fundamental truth: there is more to life. This life isn’t how it should be. If 
there’s anyone in the room or online who doesn’t know Jesus, who doesn’t follow God: I’m sure 
there are moments where wonder, interest, and maybe even emptiness rise up in you. Even for 
us as Christians, those who follow Jesus we will feel this discontent or longing for more in us.  
 
The beauty and power of God for the person today who doesn’t believe or follow Christ and for 
the one’s of us who have been walking obediently to God for years is that God is so large, so 
eternal, so infinite that there will always be more of God to pursue and live into.  
 
And Jesus teaches us how!!!! 
Now I want to speak to what some of us might be thinking… this can’t actually be true right? 
 
Living into the beatitudes and the more of Jesus’ kingdom is foreign to the human narrative and 
perspective!! “The reason God doesn’t let his work happen before they die.” 
 
 
Holiness is humility. (Marcus and I writing content) We need to trust that the God who created 
us knows flourishing better than, Egypt, Rome or America ever could. The perceived success or 
blessedness of someone’s life doesn’t compare to relationship with the Triune God.  
 
This life isn’t the end, and wow am I so glad for that. If we can have the humility, and I say we 
for a reason. God is teaching me day by day to trust in him and his ways over what my own eyes 
can see. We need to trust that what God says is blessed and fortunate truly is and will be.  
 
 
If we choose our own way of blessing, things get very challenging. The problem with letting 
humans dictate what has value and blessing is that we only look at what we can see. We apply 
value to things that are value irrelevant. And by irrelevant, I mean It’s irrelevant to worth!  
 
 
As we close today I want to wrap up with the beaty of the beatitudes. Each of the next 4 weeks 
Mike, Jorge, Ty and Mike….  
 
The Sermon on the Mount evens the playing field. The ‘More’ of Jesus’ Kingdom, each 
beatitude, is transcendent beyond vocation, circumstance, and worldly blessing. 



 
Wherever you are today: Maybe you have great wealth, power, influence and world blessing. 
That’s totally fine!! Use it for the glory of God’s kingdom by living into the beatitudes. But it’s 
not where your value is and it’s not how the Kingdom get’s expanded.  
 
Maybe you are frustrated because you don’t have money, power, or influence like you’ve 
longed for. That is not where your value comes from.  
 
Have you ever prayed for something that God doesn’t give? It’s normal to feel like you’ve failed.  
Your value is in faithfulness to what you have. The Kingdom comes 
 
 
The win is the new kingdom coming to the earth . Each person can live into the beatitudes 
because it is a heart issue…  
 
First step in a series like this, and in response to the beatitudes is surrender.  
 
He doesn’t simply want people out of secular America. He wants transformed people shining 
the light of Jesus in the darkness of the world. 
 
City on a Hill 
 


