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Review:  
 
What does it mean to be made new? What does it mean to be spiritually transformed?  
We want to be a church that actually is spiritually alive! (Rev. 3:1-6) A church that produces 
Christians that truly do become of another world (1 Peter 2). There is an untapped power that 
can’t come from mere information alone.  
 
Week 1: We talked about spiritual information becoming revelation.  
Week 2: We talked about spiritual information becoming mission. 
This week: We want to talk about spiritual information and spiritual intimacy.  
 
Opening Illustration:  
 
I want to show you two pictures really quick. The first is Leslie and I with our two youngest girls. 
In the second picture I’m going to focus on Cara, number 4 in my line up. It wasn’t all that long 
ago and she asked me something like this, “Daddy, what’s your full name?” She knows me so 
well, I am where she comes when she is scared. I am who she can’t wait to play with. I am who 
she dances and sings with and she didn’t even know my full legal name.  
 

  
 
In a healthy family, children experience intimacy before information. Long before they know 
about my education, professional job or even full name they know…me.  
In a sense some of you out there know me better than she does, but from another angle, 
healthy intimacy, she knows me way better than you ever can. Far too many people read the 
Bible thinking it’s a science book first, here to give us all the details about our world or even 
God himself. There is science in it, but it’s actually a love letter from a Father to his lost kids. He 
wants intimacy first.  
 
Movement 1, The problem in the Biblical text.  
 
Acts 8:26–31 
Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the road—the desert road—that goes 
down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” So he started out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian eunuch, 
an important official in charge of all the treasury of the Kandake (which means “queen of the 



Ethiopians”). This man had gone to Jerusalem to worship, and on his way home was sitting in 
his chariot reading the Book of Isaiah the prophet. The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that chariot and 
stay near it.” Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet. 
“Do you understand what you are reading?” Philip asked. “How can I,” he said, “unless 
someone explains it to me?” So he invited Philip to come up and sit with him.1 
 
What can we learn from this encounter? 

• God loves to move in us with His community. He is a relational God. He wants family 
restored. Solo faith isn’t flourishing faith.  

• Your chance encounters with people may be God ordained. God is working to pull all 
his lost kids to himself. 

• From Philip jumping into the chariot to the incarnation of Christ himself, God loves to 
restore not merely right information but a right way to relate to each other and 
Himself. Humanity is broken family that needs restored.  

 
Movement 2: The problem of our day.  
 
There are three ways the enemy works to destroy spiritual intimacy with God and us with each 
other.  

• Satan wants us to draw familial lines that exclude people. Think of the George Floyd 
murder. Independent of George or the officer being fully innocent or guilty. Hate 
generated toward fellow man dishonors God. How does God feel about this? Ezekiel 
33:11 “Say to them, ‘As surely as I live, declares the Sovereign LORD, I take no pleasure in 
the death of the wicked, but rather that they turn from their ways and live.’”2 

 
• Satan wants to keep you from healthy intimacy with God and other believers. He wants 

to keep your spiritual journey merely academic and keep you from actually participating 
in the family of God.  

 
Movement 3: The grace of God in the text.  
 
Back to the text.  

• The Ethiopian wasn’t saved into a relational vacuum. God called Philip to sit alongside 
the Ethiopian. God is giving him so much more than mere information but a taste of 
community. Think of all the things that weren’t stated in this text.  

o Go out of your way to make time for people.  
o Have spiritual conversations with others.  
o Participate in another’s spiritual journey.  

 
Movement 4: The grace today.  

 
1 The New International Version (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2011), Ac 8:26–31. 
2 The New International Version (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2011), Eze 33:11. 



(Pull the picture of Cara up again.)  
Here I am looking at this little girl I love so much. She has years of learning more information 
about me but the number one thing I want to teach her today is how to do honorable intimacy 
and relationships well. Information without intimacy isn’t Trinitarian, it isn’t family. You must 
grow not only your information, but your capacity to live God honoring intimacy. The good 
news is Jesus left a way for us to grow in this. 
 
How do you do this? 

1. Be in a Christian community, a church.  
2. Practice sharing your heart with others and with God, like Christ demonstrated.   
3. Make time for people. You can’t make time for all people, but you must make time for 

some.  
4. The right way to do it is found in the perfect model, Jesus. Follow Him and you will find 

intimacy with God.  
 


