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Last week Marcus did a great job talking about information becoming revelation.  
This week we want to talk about information becoming mission.  
 
Far too many people have given up on Christianity because they see it as impotent. They are 
looking for something that gives real purpose, and they don’t see that purpose in its people.  
 
Real Christianity must be more than information received but mission accepted.  
  
Take a moment and answer this question. Seriously, on a piece of paper or a notes app on your 
phone. Resist temptation and don’t look at social media. Just the notes app.  
 
What does the ideal Christian look and act like to the greater non-Christian world?  

• Personal but not public.  
• Fans of Jesus but not followers of Him.  
• Don’t proselytize.  
• They want us to be quiet about our faith.  

 
Movement 1: The problem of the past.  
 
Acts 6:8-15 
8 Now Stephen, a man full of God’s grace and power, performed great wonders and signs 
among the people. 9 Opposition arose, however, from members of the Synagogue of the 
Freedmen (as it was called)—Jews of Cyrene and Alexandria as well as the provinces of Cilicia 
and Asia—who began to argue with Stephen. 10 But they could not stand up against the wisdom 
the Spirit gave him as he spoke.  
11 Then they secretly persuaded some men to say, “We have heard Stephen speak blasphemous 
words against Moses and against God.”  
12 So they stirred up the people and the elders and the teachers of the law. They seized Stephen 
and brought him before the Sanhedrin. 13 They produced false witnesses, who testified, “This 
fellow never stops speaking against this holy place and against the law. 14 For we have heard 
him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place and change the customs Moses 
handed down to us.”  
15 All who were sitting in the Sanhedrin looked intently at Stephen, and they saw that his face 
was like the face of an angel. 1 
 
Remember the historical context:  

• All these religious leaders also wanted and were looking for a messiah.  

 
1 The New International Version (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2011), Ac 6:8–15. 



• They understandably feared Stephen’s passion. They had suffered because of 
passionate followers of God in the past who were misaligned. The passionate zealots 
had many times over stirred the pot and brought persecution. Basically, the loud wrong 
voices of the past made most believers of that day want their peers to just lay low.   

 
Movement 2: The problem of our day.  
 
Is this not true today?  

• The loud believers who misfire today cause us to want to just lay low and be silent?  
We see the damage done by loud believers who don’t represent God well and it causes 
us to roll our eyes and shrink back. We don’t want to be that guy and we definitely don’t 
want the blow back they are getting so we hang on all those verses about being humble 
and quiet. We justify our non-action.  

• Just like in the days of the early church we are watching the slip of culture and have 
been shaped to be silent. We feel the pressure to remain unseen, unheard, 
unidentifiable and ultimately powerless in spirit.  

 
Movement 3: The grace of God in the text.  
 
Back to the text.  

• The enemy will always work to keep you silent. Christ works to help you represent Him 
well. It’s not about always been loud or always being quiet. It’s about representing well. 
The whole book of Acts is about the acts of the apostles and the early church. It is the 
very place in history where the story of Jesus turns outward.  

• In God honoring faithfulness is where you find the miracles.  
Notice what happens when Stephen steps out in faith. Great signs and wonders. (vs. 8). 
Holy Spirit infused words. (Vs. 10) Even when they lie about Him, history records that his 
face was like an angel! (Vs. 15) His death was so filled with grace that one of the prime 
leaders that opposed him will ultimately become the most prolific New Testament 
writer, Paul.  

 
Stephen is described as being filled with faith, the Holy Spirit (v. 5), grace, power, and 
wisdom (v. 10). He is the first person after the apostles said to have performed wonders 
and signs. His “power” was not physical strength or worldly knowledge or influence but  
the power of the Holy Spirit (see 1:8).2 

 
Movement 4: The grace today.  
 

• I want to help you know to whom you are called and empower you to go to them.  
• How do you identify to whom you are called?  

 
2 Crossway Bibles, The ESV Study Bible (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2008), 2092. 



• What group of people do you wish the church do ministry for? Pay attention to the 
people or person you really wish the church would do ministry to. If you are frustrated 
because the church isn’t helping______, fill in the gap. Divorced people, high school 
student, the poor, a specific minority group or neighborhood, bikers, or underwater 
basket weaving grandmas. Don’t give your call to another, you step up and be faithful.  

• Know it will be hard and people will push against you, but the miracles happen in the 
mission.  

 
I want to invite Andy to come up and share his heart.  
 
Next Steps: 
How can you help? 

1. Step out in faith.  
2. Pray that God will reveal to whom you are sent.  
3. Give to help us launch new ministries and ministers.  
4. Join an existing ministry.  

 
 


