
Intro: Good morning Trinity Church! It's so good to be with you all today. If we haven't had the 
chance to meet just yet I want to introduce myself, my name is Marcus DePeal and I have the 
honor of leading our college and young adult ministry called Awaken here at Trinity, which if 
you don't know has 4 different campus ministries spread throughout the region and a young 
adult ministry that meets here in the Indy area on a weekly basis. 
 
As you likely know, we are just coming out of Easter Sunday, which can we just say how good 
it's been feeling to be back together in larger groups? I know the vaccine is still rolling out, but I 
can feel us getting back to more and more of a sense of 'normal' and it feels so good. Anyway, 
last week we celebrated the resurrection of Jesus, the single greatest news for anyone who 
calls themselves a Christian, and over the next few weeks we will be walking through a brand 
new series called Made New in which we will unpack what the resurrection we just celebrated 
means for us now. In other words, if Christ has indeed been raised, what implications does that 
have for us? 
 
Introduce the Text: Luke 24:13-35 (NIV) 
 
Context: Since Easter Sunday is the traditional celebration of Christ's resurrection, it's only 
logical that the week after we would pick up in the story right where we left off. Jesus has just 
risen from the grave, the stone has been rolled away, and his body isn't found in the tomb by 
those looking for it. Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of Jesus, John, Peter, and others are all 
confused at what this could possibly mean. We step into the story right as it is changing scenes, 
as two people who have followed Jesus but weren't a part of the Twelve Disciples are headed 
to a town called Emmaus and discussing the events that have just taken place. 
 
Read the Text: Luke 24:13-35 (NIV) 
 
Illustration: Many of you who know me know that I love a good story. Getting sucked into a 
deep and meaningful plot, learning about a different world or universe, getting to know the 
unique traits and attributes of all the different characters; this is the kind of thing that I've just 
always loved. One of my favorite things about a really good story, is there's always a character 
or two in it that takes on the role of a wise sage - a brilliant, often older person full of 
knowledge and wisdom. Some of my favorites are characters like Gandalf from The Lord of the 
Rings, Professor Dumbledore from Harry Potter, Aslan from The Chronicles of Narnia, or Yoda 
from Star Wars. These types of characters are often given the lines in a movie or a book that 
are the ones that make you think deeply about the meaning of life, right after some huge 
lightsaber battle or fight with a dragon, right? 
 
Well have you ever met a person that sort of embodies this kind of role in real life? Like, have 
you ever been around an insanely wise person who will just kind of make small little off-hand 
comments that end up changing your entire perspective, and you kind of wonder if they even 
realize what they said? I'm talking about someone who just doesn't even seem to try to sound 
intelligent and half of the things that they say completely blow your mind - do you know one? 
I'll be honest, it's my goal to be that person when I'm older. 



 
I have a few of those in my life, my brother, my dad and my grandpa each being one. I 
remember one time I was sitting down with one of them, and I was complaining about how I 
had things I wanted to do but I didn't have time for - I was just too busy. I was going on and on 
about how it just wasn't possible to do the things I wanted, and finally one of them leans back 
with a wise look in their eye and says something like this: Nobody is actually too busy. 
Everyone finds a way to make time in life for the things that they want and the things they 
care about. If you really care about it, you'll find the time. If you don't, you'll be too busy. 
Where you spend your time shows what you really want and care about. 
 
That's kind of convicting, isn't it? I want us to take this thought and now look at Jesus in this 
story again. 
 
1. Jesus is interested in the discouraged and the average 

 
Unpack: If there's ever been, in the course of human history, anyone who can legitimately say 
"sorry, I'm too busy." I think Jesus takes the cake. You're talking about a guy who was just 
betrayed, arrested, brutally tortured, crucified, buried, and resurrected in a span of about 48 
hours. Not only that, but He knew He had about 40 days until it was time for Him to go and 
prepare a place for humanity to dwell with Him forever. This is the ultimate "Not right now 
guys, I'm a little busy." 
 
With everything going on, be very aware of who Jesus is taking the time to appear to after his 
resurrection. These are two followers of Jesus that aren't even a part of His inner circle. We 
don't know the name of one of them, and the other we've never even heard of until this very 
moment. They're confused and discouraged, and since we've never heard of them before this 
or after they seem to be fairly insignificant, unimportant characters to the whole story in our 
eyes. In comparison to Peter, James, John, Mary the mother of Jesus and Mary Magdalene, 
these are some average joe's if not 'nobodies.' With all of this being the case, Jesus makes the 
time to walk along what research shows is a seven mile road to encourage the discouraged 
spirits of two unimpressive people. Why is this important? 
 
Point: Jesus is interested in us. He's not too busy to make time for we often are: a discouraged, 
average follower of His. 
 
As a pastor I have the privilege of meeting with people constantly, and a common thing I hear 
both discouraged Christians and even non-Christians say is "Why would the God of the universe 
be interested in me? There's no way He has time for me." Listen to me today, everyone makes 
time for what they care about and what they want. Looking at this Scripture, with just 40 days 
left on earth Jesus makes time for people we wouldn't have thought mattered. Jesus spends 
time walking along the road with characters you and I never heard of until now. He loves you, 
He is interested in you, and He has time to encourage your downcast spirit. Much like these two 
people, the odds are that He's been walking with you for seven miles - you just haven't noticed 
it's Him yet. 



 
2. Your perception isn't always your reality 
 
Unpack: I remember being in some revivalist worship services in college and having the thought 
multiple times: How crazy would it be if Jesus literally walked into this service right now? What 
would we do? How wild would that be? What never occurred to me is the possibility that He 
could've walked into a service I was in, and I wouldn't have even noticed Him. 
 
What I'm getting at is so many of us think that it would be impossible for Christ to be next to us 
and for us to miss Him. There's no way the Holy Spirit could be working and we would miss it if 
it happened right in front of our noses. If that's true, how is it that two people who likely have 
been walking with Jesus for the last three years aren't able to recognize that it's Him they're 
speaking to at first? Are we really arrogant enough to think we'd have a better shot recognizing 
Jesus than people who knew what He looked and sounded like in the flesh? 
 
Scripture: So all this time along the road, these two followers are telling Jesus all about what 
has recently happened. Again, they say: 
 

“He was a prophet, powerful in word and deed before God and all the people. The chief priests 
and our rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and they crucified him; but we had 
hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel." 
 
Luke 24:19b-21a (NIV) 

 
Unpack: The irony here is amazing. Two followers of Jesus, telling the man that they put their 
hope in that their hope has died. Two people walking with Jesus and thinking that Jesus is dead. 
What am I saying? What am I getting at? 
 
Point: Just because you think hope is lost doesn't mean it actually is. Just because you believe 
God has abandoned you doesn't mean He actually left. In fact, He's right beside you - you just 
can't see Him. 
 
Why does this happen to us? Why is it that our perception often doesn't match reality? How is 
it possible that we completely miss the God that is next to us? 
 
Point: Too often we're looking for the God we want, not the God that is. 
 
These followers are telling Jesus exactly what they wanted. "We wanted a Messiah who would 
come in and overthrow the Roman Empire, restoring the Jews and the nation of Israel to its 
rightful place before God. We wanted someone who would change our present circumstances, 
who would give us hope here and now and destroy our enemies." 
 
Point: Because they were so focused on the God they wanted, they completely missed the God 
that was right next to them. They wanted a military ruler and got a suffering Savior. 



 
Emphasize: How often do we create a version of God that we like or that we want and get 
disappointed when that's not who God is or what He does for us? How often do we pray that 
God would intervene in our lives, and we get our heart set on a specific way that He will answer 
the prayer and we're disappointed when He doesn't? It's not that God isn't for us. It's not that 
He isn't answering our prayers. It's that He's doing something so much bigger and so far beyond 
what we could ask or imagine that our expectations of how He should do it blind us to the 
miracles He's working together. 
 
Point Restated: You might think God has left you, but I promise He hasn't. He's right beside 
you. 
 
3. Information without revelation is just information - information with revelation becomes 
transformation 
 
Unpack: My favorite thing about this story is that Jesus teaches these followers of His, but He 
doesn't actually teach them anything they didn't already know. He works His way carefully 
through the Scriptures, explaining them, quoting them, exegeting them, but it's all information 
that these people already knew. They'd heard it, they'd read it, there's a good chance they'd 
even memorized some of it. 
 
Scripture: The whole time that they're on the road traveling together, no miracle takes place. 
There's no healing, no prophesying, no speaking in tongues. It's not until they get to their 
destination and sit down for a meal together that something incredibly mysterious happens - 
something genuinely unexplainable. As Jesus breaks bread with them, the Scripture says this: 
 

"Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him, and he disappeared from their sight." 
 
Luke 24:31 (NIV) 

 
Unpack: There are some of you in here or watching online that you may or may not even be a 
Christian, but you have been studying about Jesus for literal years. You know about Him, maybe 
even more than I do. You have studied theology, you know the Word of God, you've studied 
history, watched all the shows, YouTube videos, taken classes, etc. Some of you have grown up 
in Church, sang every song, listened to every sermon, and you know so much information 
about Jesus. And yet - you've never seen Him. 
 
Let me say something very clearly: 
 
Point: You can't study your way into a relationship with your Creator. You can't strictly consume 
information about Jesus and be intimate with Him. You need to see Him. You need to know 
Him. 
 



Closing: Church, I believe that we live in a church age where so many of us know who Jesus is, 
but we haven't seen Him in a long time. Our information is currently just information, not 
transformative. How does this change? We need to cry out for the Spirit to reveal Jesus to us. 
The role of the Holy Spirit in Christianity is to bring and reveal the presence of Jesus amongst 
God's people, and we need to become desperate for that presence. We need to become 
desperate for not more information, but for true revelation. We need to see Jesus break bread 
as these two followers did. No more rumors of a King and His Kingdom. We need it today. We 
need it now. 
 
Response: Pray that God would give us a deep hunger for His presence in our lives. May we 
humble ourselves to become dependent on His revelation, not our information. 
 


