
The Love Covenant 

God’s Plan to Revolutionize Your Relationships 
Week 2 What is the Purpose of Marriage? 
 

Big Idea Review: (Mike)  

1 Corinthians 13:13  
So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love. 
 

• “Love: A genuine and selfless concern for the well-being of others. Paul identifies it as the 
greatest of the three Christian virtues (v. 13). Paul chastised the wealthy believers because they 
did not demonstrate love to the less wealthy believers (see 11:17–21).” FaithLife Study Bible 

 

• C.S. Lewis believes that the final word in 1 Corinthians 13 “Agape” should be translated “charity” 
because we have so lost our understanding of real love in our modern language. 

 

• So these three remain, (pistis) {pee-stees} faith, (elpis) {el-pees} hope, and (agape) {ah-gah-pa} 
charity. Yet, (agape) charity is the greatest of these. 

 

• Let me build a working definition of charity/love (agape) with modern language. 
 

• Agape: Godly charity/love is acting to the benefit of something or someone independent of their 
ability or willingness to reciprocate.  

 
 “I do not believe one can settle how much we ought to give. I am afraid the only safe rule is to give more 
than we can spare. In other words, if our expenditure on comforts, luxuries, amusements, etc, is up to the 
standard common among those with the same income as our own, we are probably giving away too 
little. If our charities do not at all pinch or hamper us, I should say they are too small. There ought to be 
things we should like to do and cannot do because our charitable expenditure excludes them.” -Lewis, 
Mere Christianity  
  

• Are you charitable to your neighbor? 

• Are you charitable to your friends? 

• Kids are you charitable to your parents?  

• Bosses are you charitable to your employees? 

• Employees are you charitable to your boss?  

• Are you charitable to the poor?   

• Are you charitable to your spouse? 
 
With this in mind let’s look at charity and marriage. 
 

What is the Purpose of Marriage? (Invite Leslie up) 
 
It’s all about eternity.  (Mike)  
“Even now, I am working to make sure that my family is set up for the future.  When most people make 
that statement, they are talking about financial security for their last few years on earth.  When I say it, 



I’m referring to the millions of years that come after that. People accuse me of going overboard in 
preparing for my first millions of years that come after that.  In my opinion, people go overboard in 
worrying about their last ten years on earth.” -Francis Chan, You and Me Forever 
 
Most Western people view marriage from a wrong perspective. (Leslie)  
"What if Marriage isn't to make you happy but to make you holy." Garry Thomas 
Tim Keller in Meaning of Marriage talks about how during the Enlightenment there was a massive shift 
in the expectation of marriage.  "Instead of finding meaning through self-denial, through giving up one's 
freedoms, and binding oneself to the duties of marriage and family, marriage was redefined as finding 
emotional and sexual fulfillment and self-actualization."- Timothy Keller 

• Ask yourself, whether married or single, have I put the right expectations on marriage? 

• False expectations - "Are you satisfying me?" 
o Pure bliss – for me, this ended sometime around 6 months after we started dating  
o A person that completes you 
o Emotional and sexual fulfillment – this creates an extreme idealism that will, if you are 

single, lead to pessimism that you will never find the right person, or lead to 
disappointment if you are married when you realize this person is not completely 
fulfilling you sexually and emotionally  

▪ "It is the illusion that if we find our one true soul mate, everything wrong with 
us will be healed; but that makes the lover into God, and no human being can 
live up to that." Keller 

▪ When we look to any relationship but the one we have with Jesus Christ to fulfill 
us, we will always come up wanting. 

o I should be able to keep my individual freedom, autonomy, and fulfillment of my desires 
▪ First of all, as believers these are not things we should be seeking 
▪ Second, a good lasting marriage requires two people with a willingness to 

continually seek to serve and love the other person 

• Right expectations - "How can I serve you?" 
o A sacrament of God's love, a portrayal of the beauty of the gospel 
o Serve the common good, an important component of society 
o Family/procreation 
o Character growth/holiness 

▪ Tim Keller, "Nothing can mature character like marriage." 
o Friendship/companionship 

• This is not an exhaustive list.  We are just wanting to pinpoint the false expectations culture has 
put on marriage and refocus back to the foundation of the purpose of marriage. 

 
The marriage promise: (Mike)  
Marriage is actually TWO covenants of charity towards each other. Each person is making a promise to 
bring charitable love towards the other.  "For better or worse, for richer or poorer, sickness and in 
health, to love and to cherish according to God's Holy word."  
 
Here is the purpose of marriage: Embody the Gospel. 

To the Text: Ephesians 5:15-33 
 
Leslie: Ephesians 5:15-24 



15 Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, 16 making the best use of the time, 
because the days are evil. 17 Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. 
18 And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit, 19 addressing one 
another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with your 
heart, 20 giving thanks always and for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
21 submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ.  
Wives and Husbands 
22 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For the husband is the head of the wife even as 
Christ is the head of the church, his body, and is himself its Savior. 24 Now as the church submits to 
Christ, so also wives should submit in everything to their husbands.  
  

• Leslie: It’s interesting how we respond to texts like this. 
o If I was to say, Husbands you need to sacrifice, give of yourself to your wife. We would 

cheer.  
o If I say the inverse it just culturally sounds wrong.  Wives you need to sacrifice, give of 

yourself to your husbands.   
o Why? It’s the imposition of cultural presuppositions. The culture says women you do 

what you want, liberate yourselves from the bondage of male oppression.  The Bible 
says live in charity to all, especially your family.  

• Mike: This begs an interesting question.  Why does Paul in scripture word mutual submission 
this way? He knows our sinful disposition.  It's not that the opposite of each is NOT true.  
Husbands are to submit to their wives. (vs.21) Wives are to give themselves up for their 
husbands. (vs. 25) So, the inverse is also true.  The wording hits us hard because Paul is pointing 
out our fallen proclivity.  

o Men want to push against faithfulness. 
o Women won't want to yield.  
o For all, a spirit of unfaithfulness and rebellion is a really dangerous thing.  

  
• Leslie: What about hard/abusive situations? (We will hit this again at the end.)  

o Know our culture keeps increasing the definition of "abuse."  These are things we would 
define as abuse and would encourage you to, not necessarily seek divorce, but get help: 

• Threats/physical violence 
• Threats of harm in order to control another person 
• Breaking things, punching walls, hurting animals 

o In tough situations, seek Biblical counsel/get help. 
o Know that most marriages go through at least one or more times of feeling seriously 

broken.  You are not alone, you are even normal! 
o If it's hard, keep at it.  Again, it's not all about happiness, but we also recognize none of 

us want to be in a long, unhappy marriage.   Often those who persevere through tough 
times will eventually find themselves in a better place. 

• An article done by the Institute for Family Studies says, "two-thirds of unhappy 
adults who stayed together were happy five years later...those who divorced 
were no happier." (Institute for Family Studies) 

o Couple other pieces of practical advice: 
• Take care of yourself/health 
• Develop friendships with those of the same sex rather than seeking all your 

relational needs in your spouse 
• Gratitude 



• Lean into God, daily take it to the cross 
 

• Mike: Culture attaches perceived hierarchy or value to roles.  
o Who does the money?  
o Who drives the car?  
o In these roles there is NO difference in value or worth. Think of the Trinity. One is not 

above the other. Different roles does not mean different worth of the person. (Galatians 
3:28)  

 
Mike: Ephesians 5:25-33 (Mike)  
25 Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, 26 that he might 
sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 27 so that he might present the 
church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and 
without blemish. 28 In the same way husbands should love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves 
his wife loves himself. 29 For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as 
Christ does the church, 30 because we are members of his body. 31 “Therefore a man shall leave his father 
and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” 32 This mystery is profound, 
and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the church. 33 However, let each one of you love his wife as 
himself, and let the wife see that she respects her husband.  
  

• Mike: The life of Jesus was a martyrdom, a full display of charity.   
 

• Leslie: Marriage on mission - a bigger picture 
My life is mission, the mission to fulfill the Great Commission to go and make disciples.  We all 
have a part to play in the building of God's kingdom and marriage is a part of that.  Marriage is 
meant to be a portrayal of the beauty of the gospel, the ultimate marriage between Christ and 
his church. Francis Chan quote: "there's more at stake in your marriage than just your marriage.  
The beauty of the gospel is at stake." -Francis Chan  Your marriage is part of a much grander 
story. 

• If you are both believers – what is your mission or ministry together?   
▪ Sit down and talk about it.   
▪ One of our biggest missions is you all, Trinity.  We joke about Trinity being our 

fifth child, but it's really kind of true.  Our love for you and commitment to you 
is fierce.  We pour ourselves out for this call God has put on our lives.  We feel 
the weight of that, at times.  But it's good.   

▪ Francis Chan talks about how they don't really have time to fight, they're too 
focused on the mission.  Don't get me wrong, we do fight, but we are so focused 
on this mission together, we are working toward this goal that has great eternal 
significance and purpose. 

• If you are alone as a believer in your marriage, you can still live on mission.  Francis Chan 
gave an example of a couple he knows whose marriage was about to end.  The wife 
started pouring herself into a ministry.  Over time the husband, observing this, was 
changed.  He began to have a desire to be a part of this ministry and they began serving 
together.  It saved their marriage and it became better than ever. 

• Mike: The purpose of marriage is to reflect the Gospel.  The Gospel is God’s charity to man.  
Marriage is also a place where charity is to be displayed and practiced.  
 



• Leslie: The enemy is at war with marriage.  He wants to destroy it.  Why? Because when it is 
lived appropriately it is a beautiful display of selfless charity.  He hates this!  He knows the 
power of this selfless, sacrificial love.  It is the same love Christ showed when he died on the 
cross and defeated the grave. 

o We think of marriage as two people in love, sharing life together, and it is.   But it's more 
than that.  Marriage is two people living out charity for each other, living out the mission 
of God, portraying the beauty of the gospel.  This is even more beautiful than romantic 
love. 

o Sometimes maybe its just one in the marriage that extends charity.   
• Remember, it is loving independent of the other's ability or willingness to 

reciprocate.   If your spouse doesn't know Christ, he/she probably won't be able 
to extend that kind of love.  It is a supernatural love, the love of God. 

• Remember Christ died for us while we were still sinners.  Poured himself out, 
even for the very people who put him on that cross. 

o The world needs to see this kind of love.  They need to see the church live it out.  The 
Word tells us "they will know us by our love."   

• A love that endures all things. 
• A love that pushes past pain and struggle. 
• The unrelenting, unwavering love of Christ. 

 
 

• Mike: Infidelity: I want to briefly talk about those who defy the marriage bed. It’s a bigger deal 
than you think. I had a couple come into my office who was the cheating couple. To play the role 
divider of a covenant is to play the role of Satan himself.  Satan works day and night to lure away 
us (the bride of Christ) and Christ himself. To honor the marriage covenant is a really important 
thing.  

• Leslie: What about when its hard? 
o We get the hard.  We are just as frail and human as you.  We have had our ugly fights, 

we have weaknesses and struggles. 
o Before we get into some tactical advice on some specific hard issues, I wanted to share 

something that God impressed on me this past week. 
o God says "Trust me." 
o Trust means obedience.    
o It is tempting to reach out and grab for whatever might bring us relief, to take the easy 

road. 
o Prov. 3:5-6 
o In Christ, our pain is not for nothing.  Excerpt from Dawn's article. 

• "When an unwelcomed grain of sand gets lodged inside the soft membrane of 
the oyster’s shell, the automatic reaction, to flush it out, sometimes fails.  No 
matter how hard the oyster tries, it cannot rid itself of that painful, gritty 
intruder. The secretions, meant to expel the annoying grit, coat and cover it, 
transforming it into something very valuable and very beautiful." 

• This is the beauty of the gospel, he takes our pain and turns it into something 
beautiful in us.  This is the beauty of charity, the love of Christ. 

o Best advice we can give is to trust him. 
 

Questions to be Answered: 



• What if I am in an abusive situation? (Leslie) 

• What if I don’t love my spouse? (Mike)  
o Separation doesn’t require divorce. You probably have people standing by you and 

others standing by your spouse.  Who is fighting for the promise you made?  

• Do I need to be married to display this level of relational charity? (Leslie, lead into next week.)  
o Jesus, when talking about the greatest love that anyone can have, was speaking about 

friendship.  John 15:13 "Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for 
his friends." 

• What would you say to those who aren’t married yet? (Mike)  
• Do you have a good resource? (Leslie: Pick up the book You and Me Forever.)  
• What if I have made a huge mess.  Where do I go from here? (Mike)  

 

Next Steps: 

• Mike: What can you (I) do today to display the gospel not just in but with marriage?  
o Possibly commit to counseling. 
o Possibly commit to respect the covenant of marriage.  
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