
Longing for Hope 
Week 2: Earth is not the end 
John 1:6-14 

Opening: 
What or who defines your worth? 

Take a moment and grab the decision card.  We are going to start with the end in mind.  Write out the 

things that you believe define your worth.  

1. Education. 

2. Your family. 

3. Your income.  

4. Your looks.  

5. Your position at work.  

People will do crazy things to earn favor from the things that they believe give worth.  
- 
“Albuquerque| A New Mexico woman was finally arrested this morning by officers of the Albuquerque 
Police Department in what could be the most extreme case of stalking ever recorded in the history of the 
country. The 28-year old woman allegedly not only called her ex-lover a formidable 77 639 times in a 
week, but also sent him 1937 emails, 41 229 text messages, 217 sung messages and 647 letters in the 
same period.” 
 
This woman was desperately working to earn favor from her relationship.  That’s what she believed gave 
her worth.  
- 
“Columbus, Ohio | An 83-year old woman was arrested this morning and accused of training dozens of 
cats to steal jewelry and other valuables from her neighbors. 
 
The Columbus Police Department opened an investigation on Ruth Gregson and her 65 cats in October 
after several neighbors reported small objects being stolen from their homes. 
 
Several victims reported being visited by Ms. Gregson’s cats before noticing the disappearance of several 
shiny objects, like valuable cutlery and pieces of jewelry. 
 
Despite their skepticism, investigators began a surveillance operation and were amazed by what they 
discovered. 
 
According to Columbus Police Chief Kim Jacobs,  dozens of cats were constantly coming and going, 
bringing home “anything that shined”. 
 
“She was like Fagin in Oliver Twist, but she was using cats as thieves instead of children. In less than 
three hours of surveillance, the detectives saw the cats bring home more than a hundred objects.” 
 
This woman believed her worth was in material things and went to crazy lengths to grow her worth.  



 
Matthew 10:39 
"Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it."  
 
John knew he will probably die and Jesus will get the credit.  
 
Why would John do this?  
He truly believed his ultimate worth was defined by Christ. Not Rome, not wealth, not popularity, not 
wearing nice cloths.  
 

Isaiah 61:1-4 
Isaiah 61:1 The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me to bring good 
news to the poor; he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and 
the opening of the prison to those who are bound;  
 

• To understand this, we need to understand the historical context.  The Babylonian exile left 
God’s people feeling un favored.  Have you ever felt un favored?   
No matter how hard you work at something you can’t make any forward progress.   

o No matter how hard you work at your job it feels like little progress is being made.  
o No matter how hard you work out or diet it feels like no real lasting progress is being 

made.  
o As soon as you save a little money something brakes and your savings is gone.   
o No matter how many essential oils you slather all over your body you aren’t actually 

getting any younger.   
o If you have ever thought, “Man, I could really use a dose of favor.” You are in good 

company with these people.   

• However, A broken and humble heart is a heart that’s willing to learn.  Most of us aren’t really 
teachable before God until we are broken.  

 
Isaiah 61:2 to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all 
who mourn;  
 

• The promise is that God will make all things just and right.  
o Do you feel cheated?  
o Do you feel looked over? 
o Do you feel jealous?  

 
Isaiah 61:3-4 to grant to those who mourn in Zion— to give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes, 
the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit; that they may be 
called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that he may be glorified. 4 They shall build up the 
ancient ruins; they shall raise up the former devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities, the 
devastations of many generations.  
 

• This text makes meta sense in the light of Christ’s quoting of it recorded in Luke 4:18-19.  He 
basically says that following his way will bring people ultimately into the “year of the Lord’s 
favor” or the Year of Jubilee. 



 

• The word “jubilee”—literally, “ram’s horn” in Hebrew—is defined in Leviticus 25:9 as the 
sabbatical year after seven cycles of seven years (49 years). The Year of the Jubilee involved a 
year of release from indebtedness (Leviticus 25:23-38) and all types of bondage (vv. 39-55). All 
prisoners and captives were set free, all slaves were released, all debts were forgiven, and all 
property was returned to its original owners. (gotquestions.org) 
 

• The following of Christ (the Shepheard) leads us (the sheep) to the place where all is made right.  
 

• Here is the interesting catch:  
 

o Broken people make perfect people to make new.  Why? Because they are unsatisfied. 
Money and possessions work as an analgesic. It is good to long for Heaven and miss 
Eden.   

 
o The way to true “Jubilee” is through submission to Christ. He bestows upon his people a 

beautiful worth that stands independent of this temporary world.    

Closing thoughts.   
What does it feel like to have a personal worth that can’t be lost or stolen? 
Peace.  
 
One of the most peaceful moments of my life happened when I was a kid.  In the summer, I would hop 
on my motorcycle, drive out into the country, find a country “cow pond” in the middle of nowhere and 
just fish, all day.   
No pressure to be popular. 
No pressure to perform in the classroom or on the sports field.  
No fear of rejection.   
No need to look just right.   
I could just be.  
Now, you think about the place where you have the most peace.   
 
What I find with people who really do place their deepest identity in Christ is this peace that transcends. 
 
Oh, how peaceful and powerful it is to have the core of your identity be grounded in a hope that all will 
be made right and whole.   

Prayer: 
Write this out under the list you wrote at the beginning: The definer of my worth is Christ and all will 
one day be made right and whole. Including me.   
Stop at a prayer counselor.  
They will pray identity over you. 

Resources: 
The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Is 61:1–4). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 
 



Old woman trains cats to steal.  
http://worldnewsdailyreport.com/elderly-woman-accused-of-training-her-65-cats-to-steal-from-
neighbors/ 
 
The 28-year old woman allegedly not only called her ex-lover a formidable 77 639 times in a week, but 
also sent him 1937 emails, 41 229 text messages, 217 sung messages and 647 letters in the same period. 
http://worldnewsdailyreport.com/usa-woman-arrested-for-calling-her-ex-boyfriend-77-000-times-in-a-
week/ 
 
Crossway Bibles. (2008). The ESV Study Bible (p. 1352). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 
 
https://www.gotquestions.org/Jubilee.html 
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