
Longing for Hope 
Week 1: An Unlikely Prophet 
Mark 1:1-18 
John the Baptist 

Opening: 
One of the lies I have had to wrestle with.  
I am not trying to build my own platform but rather the foundation for the next generation.  
 

Matthew 10:39 
"Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it."  
John knew he will probably die and Jesus will get the credit.  
 
Why would we open the advent season with John the Baptist?  
We need to take the time to understand the socioeconomic basin that was necessary to receive Jesus.   

Mark 1:1-3 
1 The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  
2 As it is written in Isaiah the prophet,  
 “Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will prepare your way, 3 the voice of one crying in 
the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.’"  
 
What had to be prepared? 
Roman Conquest began a new unified era.  

• Prior to Roman domination the “world” was fractured and ruthless.  

• There were no safe ways to travel between towns. The construction of Roman roads and fear of 
brutal punishment by law breakers greatly increased the travel capacity of the “modern” world 
and relatively speaking it became “safe.” Technically this was started under Alexander’s massive 
expansion prior to Roman rule.  

• There was now a spreading dominate language - Greek. The greatest example of this would be 
the translation of the Hebrew writings into Greek. Today we know this as the Septuagint. This all 
happened under Ptolemy a general under Alexander the Great.  

• There was a growing unified understanding of what it meant to worship a god. A common 
concept of deity was spreading.  

 

Mark 1:4-6 
"4 John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. 5 And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to him and were 
being baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6 Now John was clothed with camel’s 
hair and wore a leather belt around his waist and ate locusts and wild honey." 
 
Let this sink in.  
A wild man is teaching in the wilderness and everyone shows up to see him. Why? 



 
Rome: It's 44 BC  
Julius Caesar has just been assassinated.  
Even some of those closest to him looked into his eyes as they took his life.  The ruling class called the 
"Senatorial" were afraid of his ambition.  They thought he believed himself to have special revelation 
from the gods and even be equal to them.   
After his death they publicly celebrated his life with traditional games, but during the games a comet 
rose in the sky for about a week.  The greater public believed this to be a sign that in fact Caesar was 
deified.  
This led Cesar Augustus (Octavian, the adopted son and nephew of Julius Caesar) to be chosen by "god" 
for the role of true emperor with full control.  
  
Jesus was born into this.  A battle of the gods.  
  
What was worship like in the greater Roman Empire?  
  

• They honored their ancestors.  Most often a male in the lineage that did something of 
significance. They believed their worth was tied into their family history.  
Because of the power of Roman lineage, ruling classes had much control.  Primary the Senatorial 
and Decurion.  

• Gods were not loved but very revered.  They were the best - the strongest, the fastest, the 
smartest, and the most beautiful. Your dealings with them were an attempt to attain knowledge 
or favor to gain advantage over others. You made deals with the gods for health, wealth, and 
prosperity.  

• They didn't see their "gods" the way we see our God.   
o There were many gods.  
o Their gods were limited, at war with each other and in constant varying levels of tension 

among themselves.   
o They weren't to be trusted and didn't really care about humans.   
o Their gods were not human, but another class of unearthly being.  

• Romans thought their amazing success was because the gods gave them favor and special 
wisdom.  

• The ancient houses of worship were not like today.  They were places where people beckoned, 
cried out to get the God's attention. Cut themselves, offered themselves sensually, anything 
they could to win the favor of them.  

• Everything was about lineage and power.  
o Think of the popular kids table when you were in high school.  
o If you were from a good family and had great skills you could possibly petition them for 

something.   
o If you weren’t you were cut out.   
o Most of the conquered greater Roman Empire was left with no hope at all.   

• The message that John the Baptist was bringing was something in stark contrast to this.   
  



Mark 1:7-8 
7 And he preached, saying, “After me comes he who is mightier than I, the strap of whose sandals I am 
not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8 I have baptized you with water, but he will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit.”  
 

• John the Baptist and his message are the antonym of everything the Romans embraced and 
forced on the vast many people they conquered.   

o The real God isn’t an angry cool kid that scoffs at you. 
o The real God hears your cries and deeply cares.  
o The real God loves mercy, grace, and humility. 
o The real God has come to you, people that are a mess and have no power.  
o Even the message came through a humble poor person.  

  

Closing thoughts.   
This last week I called a friend about a situation I am working on.  I have been praying for God’s clarity 
and help in this situation for years.  I was constantly trying to come up with a plan that God would bless. 
After pouring out my heart this is what he said. 
“Mike, sometimes you just have to throw up your hands and say, ‘God, I can’t do anything about this. I 
have tried and tried.  It’s not about my effort anymore.  I need you to come into this and help me.’” 
 
That is exactly it.  God has come into your situation.   
 
Write down where you need God present.   
God come into my_____. 
Place your hands over it and pray.  

Communion: 
This gets even cooler.  The table.  God comes to regular people and invites them into His family.  His 
table.  
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