
Kingdom Come 
Week 7 Identity Crisis   
John 9:1-41, Focus on John 9:35-41 

Quick Recap: 
We are entering a time in the Christian Year called Epiphany, the celebration of the Magi and 
the first manifestation of Jesus to the Gentiles. What does this mean? Jesus came for the whole 
world. Right now, we join with billions of other Christians around the world as we pause to 
reflect on and call each other to continue the mission of Jesus Christ.  
 
The last two weeks we talked about the legs of the gospel.  
What was it that brought billions of people to the feet of Jesus?   

1. Live charitable love. 
2. Proclaim the name of that love, share the story of Jesus.  

 

Opening Illustration: 
I played football in high school and got along with my coach fairly well. We even worked out a 
bit after high school together at a local gym. Though we got along really well I have one 
memory of him that still scares me today. I remember during a practice, I believe it was after a 
game we had lost the previous Friday night, we were running a play that he wasn’t happy with. 
He had us all line up and started laying into us. One of the first words out of his mouth was 
“Colaw.” My heart stopped. I didn’t know what I did wrong. Then he wanted me to come over 
to him. Here is the catch.  Coach had a bit of a lazy eye and my cousin also played football. I had 
no idea who he was yelling at!  So, I looked down the line at my cousin and he looked at me. 
Both of us totally confused. Our slow response just made him more and more angry. Our 
confusion and his anger fueled a super awkward and honestly a bit of a scary situation. Finally, 
we both started stepping out and he identified my cousin as the person he wanted. Massive 
relief.  
 
I think many of us feel a bit like this before God. There is tension and we feel like we just don’t 
understand what He wants from us. 
 
It’s so important to remember that God does want our best but he isn’t like an angry coach. 
Listen to this quote by Kevin Myers from 12 Stone Church in Atlanta. 
 
“The truth we learn gains real transformative power when we understand it’s birthed in the love 
of God. Love is not merely something God does; it’s who God is. And remarkably, God – the 
creator of the universe-does not offer us a cold ritualistic religion to appease him, but rather a 
warm and loving relationship to engage him. Spiritual intimacy is all about the heart, and the 
Bible often uses the word ‘heart’ to describe how we return to God’s love.” (Myers, Grown Up 
Faith, 2018) 



 
God wants your best and your best is walking in and displaying His love.  

John 9 Focus on 9:35-41 
John 9:1-41 Tell the Story.  
 

• Did God make him blind? The greatest good is a heart that is drawn into the everlasting 
joy and love of Christ. God does sometimes allow us to go through hardships to bring 
about a much greater wholeness. 
 

• The spit would be seen as a somewhat "normal" way of seeking healing. Jesus chooses 
to use a familiar way to bring about this miracle. It would be like Jesus choosing to heal 
someone using an essential oil or a pill today. God can work miracles using things that 
are common to us. He can make them way more effective than they would be on their 
own.  So pray for people before they go into surgery. Ask for God to work when you visit 
your doctor.  (Faithlife Study Bible)  
 

• Though Jesus did use spit and mud he rubbed it on the blind man’s eyes. Imagine what it 
would have been like to walk to the pool of Siloam. I wonder what people were 
thinking? Sometimes we just have to trust God.  
 

• The Man Born Blind. In the text he is identified by his infirmity. Since sickness was seen 
as a sign of sin his sickness carries a level of shame. They would have believed that his 
blindness was a statement to all that God was against him. Jesus redeems this. For the 
rest of eternity, the very title that brought shame will now be a title that glorifies God's 
love and favor on him. 

o Is it possible the very places that bring you shame today could become places 
that God could redeem into something beautiful? Your mark of shame could 
become a place to brag on and display how good God is. 

 

• Read John 9:35-41 
35 Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, “Do you 
believe in the Son of Man?” 36 He answered, “And who is he, sir, that I may believe in 
him?” 37 Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and it is he who is speaking to you.” 
38 He said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him. 39 Jesus said, “For judgment I came 
into this world, that those who do not see may see, and those who see may become 
blind.” 40 Some of the Pharisees near him heard these things, and said to him, “Are we 
also blind?” 41 Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would have no guilt; but now 
that you say, ‘We see,’ your guilt remains.  
 

• Notice the difference between the heart of the Pharisees and man born blind. It isn’t 
only knowledge or obsession with holy living, humility of heart is a necessary and prime 
component to following Christ. The other day I was sitting with a few friends from the 



church and we were talking about what is the big first step towards someone being a 
Christian?  It isn’t only knowledge, it’s a humble heart before God. 

Next Steps Cards: 
• A posture of humility is really important.  

• Pray for a heart made humble before God for the person you are praying for.  

Resources: 
• The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Jn 9:35–41). Wheaton, IL: Crossway 

Bibles. 
• Barry, J. D., Mangum, D., Brown, D. R., Heiser, M. S., Custis, M., Ritzema, E., … Bomar, D. (2012, 

2016). Faithlife Study Bible (Jn 9:6). Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press. 

• Faithlife Study Notes 

https://ref.ly/logosres/fsb?ref=Bible.Jn9.6&off=6&ctx=:12+and+note.%0a9:6+++~Saliva+was+associate
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