
Kingdom Come 
Week 6 Wake up the Deeper Hungers   
John 4:1-42 (Focus on John 4:28-30;39-42) 

Introduction: 
We are entering a time in the Christian Year called Epiphany, the celebration of the Magi and 
the first manifestation of Jesus to the Gentiles. What does this mean? Jesus came for the whole 
world. Right now, we join with billions of other Christians around the world as we pause to 
reflect on and call each other to continue the mission of Jesus Christ.  

Quick Recap: 
The last two weeks we talked about the legs of the gospel.  
What was it that brought billions of people to the feet of Jesus?   

1. Live charitable love. 
2. Proclaim the name of that love, share the story of Jesus.  

 

Opening Illustration: 
Parents often say funny things. Let me give you a few I came across this week.  

• “When my daughter was small, I told her when she lied a red spot would appear on the 
middle of her forehead. I knew for sure it worked when she would tell me a lie and then 
cover her forehead.”   

• “Grandpa told me that there’s a tube connecting my bellybutton to my bottom, and that 
if I unscrew my bellybutton my bottom will fall off.” 

• “When we went to the store, my mom used to say, ‘Every time you touch something a 
kitten dies.’” 

There is one I thought was ridiculous but really true.  

• “You don’t know what you don’t know.” 
 
Let me share two ways this has really hit me over the last few months.  
 

1. I was getting a cup of coffee with Leslie the other day and she said something really 
good after a meeting we had with a financial consultant. “You know we grew up with 
parents and grandparents that were Christian professors and pastors. Think of all the 
conversations we have had about faith. We didn’t grow up with parents and 
grandparents that were investors. I honestly just didn’t know this stuff. I wonder if that’s 
how people feel when them come visit the church.” In other words… You don’t know 
what you don’t know.  
 

2. I came across a quote by Jon Bloom the other day that has rattled me a bit.  
 



a. But never in the history of the Christian church has so much theological 
knowledge been available to so many people as it is today. The American church 
enjoys perhaps the greatest amount of this abundance. We are awash in Bible 
translations, good books, insightful articles, recorded sermons, interviews, 
movies, documentaries, music, and more. And much of it very good. It is right for 
us to be very thankful. 
But America is not abounding in Enochs (or finding them frequently 
disappearing), saints who walk with God in a profoundly intimate way (Genesis 
5:24; Hebrews 11:5). Why? Because knowledge is not synonymous with trust. 
That’s why Jesus said to the religious leaders of his day, some who possessed an 
encyclopedic knowledge of Scripture: 
“You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; 
and it is they that bear witness about me, yet you refuse to come to me that you 
may have life.” (John 5:39–40) -Jon Bloom 

 
Since the Enlightenment we have assumed that going deeper meant more information. 
So Christians bounce from teacher to teacher, from church to church looking for new or 
more information about Jesus. I want to propose it is not more information that you 
need but deeper relationships. A deeper relationship with other believers. Deeper 
insight into your own soul, let the Bible read you. A deeper prayer life. A truer trust in 
God that only comes from relationship.  

 

John 2:13-17 
Jesus Cleanses the Temple 
John 4:28-30; John 4:39-42 
John 4:28–30 (ESV): So the woman left her water jar and went away into town and said to the 
people, “Come, see a man who told me all that I ever did. Can this be the Christ?” 30 They went 
out of the town and were coming to him.  
John 4:39–42 (ESV): 39 Many Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the 
woman’s testimony, “He told me all that I ever did.” 40 So when the Samaritans came to him, 
they asked him to stay with them, and he stayed there two days. 41 And many more believed 
because of his word. 42 They said to the woman, “It is no longer because of what you said that 
we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is indeed the Savior of the 
world.” 
 

• Notice that Jesus is proclaiming hope to the Samaritans.  

• She is coming to the well at a time of day that is atypical. Why? Because she is mostly 
likely known as a “dirty” woman. It is in an action tied into her shame that she finds 
Christ. Let that set in. In a place of shame, she finds Christ.  

o You are never too far gone for Christ to come to you. Even in your shame He will 
meet you there.  



 

• Contrast this with Nicodemus. They both acknowledge Jesus is unique but both 
approach the study of Christ very differently. Most of us are probably more like 
Nicodemus. From our schema, we tend to place the Bible and stories of Christ before us 
to be evaluated. We judge their validity, placing our perception as the true center of 
what is true and trusted. This presupposes that we are above the Bible and determine 
its value. An ancient document to be assessed. The woman reverses this and lets the 
words of Christ evaluate her.  

o I often wonder how different our faith would be if we shifted the way we viewed 
the Bible. Instead of standing above it in critical analysis, what if we let it analyze 
us? 

 

• She leaves her water bottle behind. When people find Christ, their life gets redirected. 
She is quick to point out the goodness of Christ. A woman who has so little steps out in 
gratitude.  

Final Thoughts: 
Let’s read what the disciples were doing during these events.  
Jn 4:31–38 
31 Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, saying, “Rabbi, eat.” 32 But he said to them, “I 
have food to eat that you do not know about.” 33 So the disciples said to one another, “Has 
anyone brought him something to eat?” 34 Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of him 
who sent me and to accomplish his work. 35 Do you not say, ‘There are yet four months, then 
comes the harvest’? Look, I tell you, lift up your eyes, and see that the fields are white for 
harvest. 36 Already the one who reaps is receiving wages and gathering fruit for eternal life, so 
that sower and reaper may rejoice together. 37 For here the saying holds true, ‘One sows and 
another reaps.’ 38 I sent you to reap that for which you did not labor. Others have labored, and 
you have entered into their labor.”  
 

• The disciples are blind and need shaped too. They are missing the miracle in their 
business. As “mature” followers of Christ we must not neglect the field that is before us. 
If Satan can’t steal your heart, he will steal your time.  

• There are two points of action.  
o Pray God opens your eyes to the actual reason you are here on this planet: To 

proclaim the good news of Jesus to those who need it.  
o Pause and assume a posture of gratitude for the work of Christ.  

 
Play the Video with Amber Summers 

Next Steps Cards: 
There will be two steps to take today.  

• Practice the discipline of gratitude. Write on your card what you are grateful for.  

• Pray that God opens your eyes ever more to those around you that need Jesus.  



 
 

Resources: 
• The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Jn 4:1-42). Wheaton, IL: Crossway 

Bibles. 

• Crossway Study Notes 

• Faithlife Study Notes 

• Lies parents tell their children: https://www.boredpanda.com/lies-parents-tell-
kids/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=organic&utm_campaign=organic 

• Intimacy with God: Jon Bloom https://www.jaquellecrowe.com/blog//2016/01/how-to-
have-intimacy-with-god.html 
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